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PREFACE. 



In a Pamphlet published in February last 
year, entitled " Emancipation, or Practical Ad- 
vice to British Slave-holders ; with Suggestions 
for the General Improvement of West India 
Affairs," I chiefly pointed out the necessity and 
advantages of an Abolition of Slavery in our 
West India Colonies. — The principal object of 
the ensuing pages, is to propose a specific plan 
for that purpose ; and to shew that, under certain 
Regulations, it may be effected at once ' and for 
ever, with safety, justice, and benefit to all par- 
ties concerned. — And if not done at once, it is 
not likely to be done at all, or not until the lapse 
of ages. — If so, then ought Slavery to longer 
exist in the British dominions ? 

l»r June, 1825. 

N. B. — Tbe fonner Pamphlet was iat«Dded ai, and will be found 
a necessary inUodDction aad accampauimeat to the present W orlc. 
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A Speedy End to Slavery, 



In a late pamphlet entitled "Emancipation, or Prac- 
tical Advice to British Slave-holders," I have stated 
that "Slavery in oar West Indies might safely and 
beneficially be Abolished at once and for ever, at least 
in name and odium, vnth many of its greatest evils, and 
ought to be done." — I there sn^ested measnies in part 
of a plan for that purpose, and undertook to enter more 
fnlly on the subject in a sopplementary work. — ^I here 
endeavor to fnlfil that engagement. 

It is novf generally admitted by disinterested persons, 
ttat Slavery in any mode or degree ought not to be toler- 
ated within the British dominions longer than it can well 
be got rid of — and that such is the nature of the system, 
as not to admit of any modification, so as to render it 
jnst or tolerable for permanent continuance, but only 
as a preparation for its total Abolition. — It follovrs, that 
the sooner and nearer we can safely bring slaves to the 
condition of freemen, and pnt an end to Slavery 
altogether, by the most eligible means for all parties 
concerned, this is the great desideratmn — with Bach 
view let ns consider 

First, — ^What is best to be done respecting the pro^ 
sent existing race of slaves. 

Secondly, — As to their descendants henceforth bom, 
or now nnder a certain age. 
-^ Thirdly, — Indemnification to Slave-ovraers. , 
A 
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The Abditioniats, I believe almost nniveisally, have 
giren np in hopeless despair the present existing race of 
slaves, as unfit subjects for general emancipatioii ; and 
only aim at ameliorating their condition as slaves. — Tis 
true they msh to allow themtA purchase their freedom 
in wh<^ or in part, whenever they oan obtain enough by 
their earnings or otherwise, and chnse so to appropriate 
it— bat this, though a favorite plan, and not without its 
advantages where it can be well effected, yet is it unjust 
in principle, and moreover, I believe, will be found 
nugatory in general practice. 

That it is imjust in principle will appear, because the 
slave (and fairly) denies the right (^ his task-master to 
enslave him at all, aud is .entitlbd to his fireedom without 
fee or reward ; having been no party to the bargain of his 
own enslavement, effected against his will and desents 
by foice or fraud. Moreover, to compensation far the 
time he may have been onjostly dqmved of this his 
nataral nght, bestowed on him by his Creator, ^d may 
clfum the same indemnity for his wife and childcen.-^ 
The Slave-holder may well compenod fsr Jbfluceforth 
ceasing from such iigustice, if the iiyured party will 
allow him to escape for the past with impunit|r, — Is it 
jnst, is U a boon, to allow a slave bis fireedoiQ, which is 
his right, «a the sole condition tbRt he pay his nnjost 
detainer the price he values him at as his slave, so as to 
render it immaterial to the Slave-holder whether he retain 
the man or the money — why he would so dispose of the 
slave to any dealer in the market ! is the injured par^ 
to have no other tedress or advantage 1 — And even vtexe 
the slave to pay for bis redemption at an under valuation, 
however low, it would in principle be equally admitting 
the right of his oppressor to hold bim in slavery. — As well 
might the holder of stolen goods refuse to make restitu- 
tion to the rightful owasi 'till indemnified by him in full 



bv Google 



oriapa)rtiG(>r theiTWQiib.— No,no, WMt Iiw)lapr»s^ 
ton bave no dahn, in any ptode or degree, on &ei^ 
aIaT«8jror their sappo&ed valoe as ftocb, wbatersr tbef 
may baTe on the Govenunent tbat has tirierEtted, and 
eves encouraged, if not guftnasteed tbeir n^aiisns 
vy^tepi-r-Iet ttiem loc^ to that qoartei, if they nmst be 
paid for ceasing fxoai (^reiaiou'! and not neanly w 
QDJOStly forther seek to work soch compeQ^atim out of 
tile bones and «ine«« (^ their poor d&v^, wbojp thf)f 
have already so long and deeply injured- — ^Tlig^s ja ibp 
ficlwne u]:\jn8t in prinei^e. 

That it would iffWP nugaitofy in g«iei«l practice 
I beliere. becakuaa oompaiatiTe^ Sew al^yea ^n14 b9 
able, even if diepoged, tho^ to pprobaae or wock ont thei^ 
Ifreedoni-^their time and ^tzength being jOsuaUy so 
^U(^ employed in their owner** aervice eren if slaves 
should be allawed the tallmd ^ extra half day, besides 
jSnpd^^^ fo> thfur ova oae, and are otherwise so limitad 
in their resonroes, that in most cases, even if induatrious 
4pd prudent, tliey coii}d not earn more tax their own 
acoowt than sufficient to pcovide nacessaries for thon- 
aeWea and families not furnished bf Uieir owners, an4 
Jteep tlLeir affairs in order, which at present they have 
not ;time or means to do — and female «laves generally 
would be still less able to work out or purchase tiiei^ 
Drctedom — so that husbands thUs effecting their own 
emancipation would also hav« to redeem their wives, or 
leave them in slavery — «ven supposing their childrw 
should be rendered free by other-means. 

Most slaves work for their owuer sx entire days of 
tiie week, exclusive of Sundays, for the nights of their 
labour dsrUig the crop season axe at least equal to the 
Saturday aHernoons, or 36 days in the year allowed by 
Law to the alave for his own use, even if bona fide he 
gats thtm^ which is not always the case. And ev&n oo 
a2 
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Sundays he irorict at least iniUrectly for Iug task-master 
by cultivatiDg his own ptorision ground to obtain food 
indispensably necessary for his snbsistence as a slave, 
and for his family, not otherwise iurnished by his obdu- 
rate owner ; and is often set to do odd jobs about the 
estate on Sundays for the proprietor. Besides all this, 
is it expected he shoold work himself free by extra 
labour ? — in most cases it woald be found as impossible, 
even if allowed the talked of extra half day, as in all 
unjust and cruel. 

N.B.— Planters in the old colonies say, " they cannot 
allow their slaves more leisure than at present, because 
of the general exhausted state of their soil." — So then, 
they first weElr Out their land by incessant crops of sugar, 
and other improvident management ; and then make it 
an excuse for farther exhaustion of their slaves ! — Oh 
the mean and merciless rapacity of Slave-holders! — ' 
Alas, the poor slave must pay for all defioiences of 
his unsparing oppressor ! 

As for the fine told stories of slaves being able to 
amass Elnd actually possessing; hundreds of pounds in- 
dividually, if any such instances can be produced, they 
mast be extremely rare, and under very uncommon cir- 
cumstance^, though perhaps just enough to swear by, 
and answer the purpose of the advocates of Slavery, 
with their usual sophistry to argue from solitary excep- 
tions, instead of general results. — At best most slaves, 
if favorably circumstanced, such as living and having 
their provision gronnds near a market toitn, or being 
mechanics, &c. may be able to acquire small gains, 
which if carefully saved and accumulated beyoad their 
current wants, could seldom amount to more than a fev 
dollars — and many, certainly by far the greater part of 
the slave population, have not the means to this extent 
in their power.— As for a few head driTeis> or other 
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' peculiarly faToured slaves, they are merely cxcepUtau 
to the general case. 

In the Spanish and Fortngnese colonies, instances of 
dares purchasing their own Jreedom are not ancommon, 
but there slaves are allowed mach more leisure for 
themselves, are worked less, and otherwise better treat- 
ed and provided for by their owners than, to onr national 
disgrace, is the case in the British West Indies — where 
^ves generally would not be able to effect it, or not 
'till an advanced age, after much overstrained toil and 
privation, when their proprietor would probably be glad 
to emancipate them gnttnitonsly, in order to get rid of 
his own worn ont slaves, and then what is to become of 
them? — but whether in early life or late, conld slaves 
iar more generally and easily, than probably wonld 
prove the case, be able to buy off their slavery, ought 
the savings of their care and indnstiy at their little 
leisure thos to be wrung from them to satisiy fhe un- 
just demand, the mean and pitiless rapacity of their en- 
slaver-r-and will they not want it themselves, especially 
to begin the vrotli with, or provide for old age or infir- 
mi^ — to say nothing of help for their families. 

But Slave-holders, crafty, and fttpacious to the last, 
would fain wind up as they have gone on, a^d when no 
longer allowed to continue their nefarious qrstem, then 
AS a finishing squeeze to their poor victims, would make 
them purchase their own personal carcasses, which they 
can no longer enslave, or elsewhere find a market to 
dispose of them ; besides which, they pretty well know 
that few slaves comparatively would be able to buy oS 
their thraldom, and thus the system in the main would 
be prolonged at least during the existing generation — 
.apd those few who conld redeem themselves, must do it 
by giving them an equivalent, that toio generally after 
the task-master has had th» best of tlieur days, then 
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would expetA tribute tmtt the duldren, retalDlng them 
'till paid, so perhaps by their descendants — and tlM 
Abolittohisfs are in.dan^ of being doped b^ sach 
jockeying raanceuTres—piauaible as Ibey ma; appeu to 
pnsons Trithout practical knowledge of the mattef < 

But, Say the advocates for this plan, " consider Ad 
habits of order, industry, economy, &c. it would pte* 
Tioasly prodace in slwres thus buying, oi working 
tnittheif freedom." — All thidmay be accomplished in at 
least ad eqnal degree, with many more adrantages, on 
k much jDster principle, and greater certainty of e£^t^ 
by other means which in due coarse I shall here pro* 
poae, after the most mature deliberation, and clear con- 
vJctiMi of their practicability, necesBi^, and advantage, 
beyond any plan that I know o^ as far as existfaig 
ttircomstances will admit, for all necessary purposes. 

First, — Let us consider the soundness of the snj^sed 
axiom — tiiat the present race of slaves cannot b« 
speedily and generally emancipated with sa&ty and 
ftdvantago to thmnRelves and the wfait« oolonitts. 

Wby were all slaves dWiared tiree at once and fot- 
erer? this coiild not add to thiir physical power-4hey 
Would neitiier be more strong or more aumerotis than 
ber(m.-^Nor could it ^ter their mental or teorai 
- qntdities, except fof the bettw, improving their aindl 
had manners, which under good government and treat* 
Hm/iit woald tmde* them tmleTly, nsefol, and conteat, 
tttad fwnish them with motives for being so. The «amo 
power which now keeps tbem in aabfeOtioD as an 
t^jdressed and cobseqtteotly dissatiified body of slaVeSk 
tautfinTely prove Baffibient(fmd ranch nuwe l&elywith 
lesb ocba^ons for its exertion) to render thMi at least a« 
orderly and nsefiil as l^eedmen under the goviNvmeat 
and protection of the Lai^, their mastfii* also oidowed 
itiA alt dae powe> ft>r everjr good and necesaarf ptir- 
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pose, tkwa^ not tat tnH, backed by tbe ceutitotcd ■ 
antiiorities, to vnferoe jostfoe between tbe parties.— If 
emancipated slaves, or otben, break any Latr, OE 
aathorieed RegolatuHi, they tnnst abide tbs penalty and 
paniskment provided, besides having other motiresCDr 
good condnct and character.— This is loaiid soffident for 
goT»Bi)ieat of tbe people^ whether enligbteaed or not*, 
IB all well regnlated commiiDities. — Our Buleis do not 
tvnsf to tbe wisdom or virtoe of those onder theii aab- 
joction for keqiing them in order, but to the laws, aoA 
power of aaSorcing diediencc. 

Not need slaves declared free by a gooeral Ad be let 
loose -on the eommimity, but remain attached to tbe 
eitate or establisbment to which they belong at the time 
of tfaeax cmancipftti<m, at least £» a certain pcnod, and 
bound to serve their late owners as indentured serrant^ 
fet fab- ransDeratioQ. — T&b ha* been tbe actual state 
ftf society in Hayti, not only during the lajt twe>ty 
years since its mdependence tmdev a black gorenmea^ 
bat also for several years before in that Island, tfatn St, 
Dominfo, and the other slave settlements diirinf ike 
MvereifBty of Fnrnce^ and possevion of the white 
^aaista.—-And eertainly oar slaves (^ tbe presfsl day, 
ne faf BWire enligbtened and ctvittied than those, then 
pKOtly AfticanSfOftbe French coknues more tiraa th^rtf 
yevB ago, on the declaration of their general freedom by 
tbeuatifloal govcmment, which m 1799 wasadmitted and 
put into practice by the French West India piopnetors. 

These slKves in the French eoloniex were at once 
enanoipat^ without educatioa or other preparatitm, 
mid lemaiBod free for sevcnti recessive years, obedient 
to thebnm, t^ttaehed to the sstatea, and wod^ing for the 
masters they fotmeriy belonged to as daves, and were 
a3 orderly, and nsrfol, as during their ^evloaa state of 
Slavflsy. — Mere etq>«ciaBy consider the state of Hayti 
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dining die last thirty yeaia ; here too the immetise dniw 
population became free without preparation, and be- 
hold the pn^ess they have made in knowledge, civil- 
ization, and prosperity, and their general habits of order 
and industry, thongh left to themselves widiout any 
White snpiemacy oi snperintenden^e ; a disadTanta}^ 
oar West India colonies need not be sabjected to. — See 
another practical instance at Siena Leone, where the 
slares were generally at once rendered free without 
preparation; are more numerous than the Whites in the 
proportion of 150 to 1 — and containing, compared with 
our West India colonies, a much smaller admixture 
of coloured people, who under good treatment, are 
ibe nataral allies of the Whites from consanguinity, 
mutual safety and interest, among a preponderatii^ 
Negroe population. 

Thus then, it is not indispensably necessary, and 
nothing short of the most imperious necessity could 
excuse it, that we should be guilty of the cruelty and 
injustice of dooming the present race to slavery during 
the whde of their lives, merely because they are not so 
well instructed on some points, as their descendants 
may hereafter be — and especially if, as I verily believe, 
and in the coarse of these pages endeavour to shew, that 
nnder existing circnmstances, to put an end to Slavery 
at once, is the best, most likely, end probably only 
effectual means, ever to put an end to it at all in our 
West India colonies. 

Although our adult slaves of the existing race may 
be too old for what may be tenned scholastic educa- 
tion, yet not so for religious, moral, and other useful in- 
struction ; or the increase of knowledge by ^pmenoe, 
observation, reflection, and communication with others 
more enlightened than themselves, especially wiUi their 
children, and the rising generation goieraJly, bencefOTth 
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to be better instnicted — and as before observed, the 
slaves of the present day are far more luwwiog tfaan 
those of foimei times — and let it nev» be lost sight of 
that the degree of knowledge and improved intellect our 
slaves have already attained, which most continue to 
increase, in spite of theii masters, renders the attempt 
proportionately more dangerous for a few emaciated 
.Whites to keep near a million of human beings in slavery 
asd oppression, in such a conntry and climate as the 
West Indies. Let Slave-holders serionsly reflect on 
the peril to themselves. 

The slaves have already attained a degree of know* 
Jedge and civilization more than compatible vrith theii 
.condition as slaves, or for the safety of those who keep 
them in bondage ; this must continue to go on — and re- 
quires and will admit (tf a different plan, especially of 
quicker operation, for general Emancipation, &c. than 
might have been practicable and necessary for past g«ie- 
raticms less enltgh tened,and chiefly imported from A&ica. 

Slave-holders have dexterously objected to the plan 
of rendering free all children henceforth bom of slave 
parents " because," say they, " the parents wonld be 
dissatisfied at not being rendered free as well as their 
diildifin," which proprietors will not allow. — This we ad- 
mit wonld probably be the case, and that so far the argu- 
ment stands good — but not to the farther extent Slave- 
holders artfolly mean to use it, namely, as a snfgcient 
excuse for not liberating either parents or children^ 
frtiidi if once admitted might be always urged, and prove 
an efiectnal bar to general emancipation, until children 
can be bom without parents — but it does prove mwe 
than intended'(oflen the case with sophistical argument) 
lamely, the necessity of liberating both parents and 
.children. 

Certainly to tell near a million of existing slaves, " ye 
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tuw bom too floOK erer to be free — slaTes mast ye Iivr» 
slaves must ye die"— many of them in eady life to look 
forward for many years of hopeless Slavery, to end o&ly 
Ib the grave, is indeed enoagji, esp^ally with Hieir in- 
creased knowledge and civilization^ to g:oad tbera to 
desperatiwi. — 'Tis in vain to tell them, " your cMldEes 
henceforth bom may be free"— 'Us an ag^^ravation of 
their own hard fate — to make use of a homely sayiog, 
^ near is my sMrt, but neanr is my sittn" — tfeds setiti- 
nent particnlarly prevails with uneducated people—-' 
and 'tis among the evils of Slavery, to weaken even th« 
stRHDf est tie in nature, that of parental affection ! — Tis 
In vain to offer them tVeed<»n on the unjust and difflcnl^ 
if not impossible terms of buying themselves — tho«e 
comparatively few who ml^t be able, may not cbuse s* 
to appropriate the fmit of their toil — «t any rate, it 
ought not to be reqoired of them. — Then too, are not 
the existing race of slaves as much entitled in justice 
and bumanity to freedom as their unborn children t nay- 
even more so, by tbe nnjnst sufferings they have ahead j 
•nstained — let this consideration yreif^ with tbe Govcrs-- 
meat and Nation^ whatever effect it may have witk 
Slave-holders generally. — ^To ltt>erate all slave chilAei^ 
iienceforth bom, is certainly a good and equitabte plail 
as far as it goes — ^bat why not also render fall justice ta 
their mora injured parents, as far as joossibly coDipatfc- 
ble with tbe welfare of the latter, and the public good.— 
J shall further endeavor to shew that the Right may ba 
aocorded with as much lafety and good policy, as joft- 
tice and mercy, 

I submit the foflowlng propositions as (^iefly appl^ 
cable to tbe present race of slaves above tbe age «f sajr 
seven yeaxs at the time of their general adoptioB in 
practice — a different modification of tbe plan, which I 
fihal] also point oat, will be necessary for their dcscen- 
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daatc ^tenrards borA, «r at the tfne under the afore- 
meationed Hge. 

I. 

Let all slaves be declared free and placed under the 
goveniiaent and protectioQ of just and neeessarr Laws 
ftUaed in the first iDstuice b; joint commisBioners ap- 
p(H«ted by the national and colonial goremmenta, and 
finally ratified^ with power to abrogate, alter or enact, 
retained by the King in couooil or parliament. 
IL 

Let resident cpmmissiot)^^ be appointed, paid, and 
removable at pleaeore, by the supreme government, aa 
guardians to inaiatftin the Bights of the negroes and 
people of colour in the colonies — such commissioners 
not te bold any other office, or engage in any pecuniary 
puriuit within the colon;y, 

in. 

. Let all perioos be endowed with sufficient power to 
esforoe due order and obedience from their servants, 
baeked by the oonstitnted authorities, to which appeal 
may be made by either party. 
IV. 

Let ell slaves of the present race above 7 years ot 
age when freed by the Act, remtun attached for lift, 
if necessary, to the Mtate or ettaUisbnHmt to whidi 
tbey belong at the time of their getienU emancipation^ 
except in caees hweidter mentioned. 
V. 

I<et all slaves aforesaid freed nndei the age of 34, 

continue to serve their late owner 'till they arrive at 

that period, rsceiviag food, cloatiiing, and other neces- 

Murieft pTMCiibad by Law, without pecuniary wages. 

VL 

Let a3i slaves aAM-HBiientioned, above the age of 34» 
whether, freed Ikefere or alterwanls by passing the Act, 
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ccHituiDe to serve their late owner, receiving neceisary 
food, besides pnmsion gronnds, cloathiug, and, if able 
bodied, wages in money. 

VII. 

All persona to take safficient care of tbeir sick and 
disabled serrants, but to be released from paying them 
pecuniary wages during their disability — which may be 
stopped in certain cases proved of wilfnl idleness, re- 
fractoriness, or other misconduct, by award of the pro- 
per anthoritiea. 

VIII. 

No persons to let ont their servants for the use of 
others, without consent of their guardians, and certain 
other regulations. 

IX. 

Transfers of servants between a certain age may be 
allowed at the option of the master, provided the ser- 
vant consents, and his constituted guafdians approve, 
bat not otherwise — of course, members of famihes most 
never be separated against their will, or any transfered 
beyond the colony. 

X. 

Servants above the age of 34 may be allowed, at cer- 
tain periods, or notice, to transfer themselves to other 
^gible masters willing to receive them, with the con- 
sent of their then retaining principal, or approval of 
their gnardians, and other proper anthorities appointed 
to arbitrate between master and servant. 
XI. 

Servants above the age of 34, with good character 
and conduct, on satisfactorily shewing to the proper 
authorities that they can probably maintain ttkemsdves 
by their funds or resources, may at certain periods, be 
released from their servitude. — Ifsnch persons shonld 
afterwards be found in a state of destitution, if able 
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bodied, Hie constltated aothorities may be empowered 
to provide &nd enforce employment on them — if disid>led 
by age or infirmity, then to be maintained by the parish 
or district. 

xn. 

The congtitnted authorities may transfer Servants, 
with assent of their guardians, to other masters, i^hen- 
ever their retaining employer cannot properly provide 
for them, or for other sufficient causes — and in cases of 
wilful mal-tTeatment,negIect, or certain other misconduct 
by the master, or his agent, may inflict a fine or other 
pumshment on the principal or ofiender. 

Now let ua consider, article by article, the nature 
and efiiects of the foregoing propositions. 

I. " Let all slaves be declared free, and placed under 
the government and protection of just and necessary 
Laws, framed in the first instance by joint commissioners 
appointed by the national and colonial governments, 
and finally ratified, with power to abrogate, alter or 
enact, retained by the King in councU or parliament. 

Hat all slaves may be declared at once and for ever 
free, with safety and advantage to all parties concerned ; 
that good policy as well as justice renders the measure 
hnperionsly necessary, I have already endeavored to 
shew — and that placing them under the government and 
protection of the Law, the constituted authorities, and 
fair controul, instead of arbitrary will, of their masters, 
must prove sufficient for every just and necessary 
purpose — the government of the Law to restrain them 
fiom doing evil, and its protection to shield them from 
sustaining injury without redress. — Let a code Of laws, 
with other regulations, institutions, and provisions, be 
formed for Hie government, protection, instruction, 
enconragement, &c. of the black and coloured people of 
all classes, suited to existing circumstances. — Respect- 
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itig the preaeiU tace of Slaves atoKaoM* ttwigh tiwy 
may safdy and aidTftutageou^ly tm doelaieij 9t oooe 
and Car ever itee, it is not ex^iedieat or prudent to admit 
ihem at once to all the Ml rights and privilefes of map 
and citizens. — ^Let all necostfiiy restraints be imposed^ 
vhidi may be relaxed bere^fi«r as tbey or fteif 
descendattts increase is knoiriedge, property, and civili* 
zs^ds.— Let all tlie reatrains even of the slaFo systeis bfi 
letajjied as iar as necessary, but no fwrtk^^ an4 tl^ 
vhole 8anctioD«d and adnaloistersd by fair and kgal 
antbdrities. 

Ttms may the Slave ^stem be at once abtdi^bed in 
name, odiam, and greatest «vil8> yet all its powcfj with 
other aldy be still xetaJAed and eKerGised oil jnater 
principles, lor ererygoOd and necessary pwpMie^ilbongfa 
not for avil. — ^This in practical reality, is not a saddep 
or entire bat only gradual ReformatioSj best cnited f> 
fouatiog circumstances— -mvch h^«a£ter wUl remain to 
be done at proper times-^tibou^ it is at once bringing 
oar slaves as near to the condition of free subjects, as 
jbay be done with safety and ndvuitage to ti)ieinsed<sres 
and others coocemed — and fomMting the pian on a. 
- proper basis. 

Bat it is most essential that the necessary measoref, 
both in formation and practice, ahoold not be left to 
the will and discretion of the white colonists, at least 
in their present state of prejadice and long continued 
habits acquired during the existence of Slav^ — or this 
fatal error alone will render abortive all hopes o( ma- 
terial B«fonn — though they on^t to have a voice at 
least in proposing measures, and their experience, 
judgment and fair interests duly attended to— but as a 
salutary balancing power let independent, impttftial, 
and otherwise competent commissiouera be appointed 
by the Cjywn to act for the benefit Qf all parties ctmr 
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wmed; iaA the <ii^rciine govenuneDt exa«i«e its cigU 
aad powef over iU colonies to order aad oifoice ^at- 
ever m*; be for tbe general good, aod maiateiiaace of 
eqiuj joatioe amoag all its subjacts ^tlwat distinctioa 
of colour or condition : — ^vho can doubt this Bight, or 
shev 'tis inftu^ing on the £ur and admitted privilq^ 
of the -ceiktoiM, for the Mother goTernmeat to prevent 
one clsss fronii^iiring others of thecoaunanity, wbeliier 
in Ehf^and -or any part of its dooKBuons, equally wuitx 
itsooMronl. 

Oar W^t India Slave-holders have tbe assmance ta 
etomov about <heir sacred rights and lib^ies, as £n- 
^hneQ and British colonists — and pray what becomas 
of the sawed rii^tt tuid liberties of their slaves, as tf en 
aad Briti^ 88bjects?>-And will the Englkb Govern- 
ment oontinue to allow one part to enslave another o£ 
its own ]»eeple, and whhtn its own territory 1 Monstrous ! 
— and this onr CoIfHiists call tbeir sacred rights and 
Hbectiss, namely, to enslave tbeir fellow CEeatnres, aad 
fallow subjects — matchless ^bonteryl to urge tb«r 
BVfft sacred laghts and liberties, as the best plea for 
vi^ting tiutse of others, 

II. " Let resident commissioQera be appointed paid^ 
and removable at pleasure, by tbe supreme govewnmoit, 
as guardians to maintain the rights of the negroes and 
pe(^e of colour in the colonies,— ^nch commlssioneta 
not to hold any other office, or engage in any pecuoiaiy 
pnrsnit within the colony." 

The Spaiv^ and Portuguese oati^mal govenuuentii, 
whatever may be their defects in other respects, have 
vueiy and mercifully made and enforce many salutary 
regulations for the protection and benefit of the black 
and-oolonred people ^uriaved or free in their cohmies, 
and also appointed guardians to maintain their rights 
— the practical consequence is, that these classes are 
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Atr more liberally treated, and Slavery Hself rendered 
mnch less gnerons, and emancipation mnch more easily 
obtained, than in the British settlements, with all oar 
boasted justice and fanmanity — we have left the black 
and coloured people entirely to the nncontrouled will 
and power of the white colonists — ^by which the free are 
nearly as much oppressed, thoagh differently, as are the 
slt^yes. — Such are the general and long continued pre- 
judices, assumed superiority, and domineering habits, 
and too often otherwise the want of principle and feel- 
ing of the white colonists towards the negroes, and 
eren lighter shades free or enslaved — that it will be as 
much necessary to guard the black and coloured people 
from oppression even under a system of general eman- 
cipation, at least in its early stages, e^s during tha 
existence of slavery. 

liet all laws, or other regulations and institutions 
for ttieir government, protection, and benefit, originato 
with, or be tianctioned by the supreme government at 
home— but if it stop here, why even the most salutary 
ordinatioos may become mere nullities in practice, if 
their execution be left to the uncontroled will and dis- 
cretion of the colonial governments and pet^le. — It 
is this which renders them so tenacious of their arro- - 
gated right, privilege, or prescription, to legislate, regu- 
late, and administer as to all internal affairs of their 
colony, at any rate, that they are the best qualified 
and most proper parties for the pnipose — but if the 
Mother government concede these points either as of 
right, or by courtesy, or supposed expediency, or be 
content with a mere veto to any of their proposed mea- 
sures, or retaining and exercising the right in full to ieps- 
late or ordain for its colonies, yet leave the exectftlon 
of its decrees to the colonial constituted authorities, 
without safficient controul, then will ^e colonista be 
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li^ to <I» aa the; l^ase—aDd, among other etmie* 
gaeuces, never will the black ao^ colonred people bf 
i^e^oaUy -pttAeitei from i^astioe — aod if general 
MuatiapatioQ ever take place, which is not likely* 
under sttch a lutein, it will be m»ely nominal ireedom» 
but real alaverj and oppression. — ^The sapreme gorem- 
Bent most not only oidain or approve of all measurea ' 
nfiecting the negroes and people <tS colovr, but aUo 
watch OTM and controul their cnixent execution by it^ 
Awni power and agents. 

-Look at the Colonial Black Codes as they now atasd^ 
and pamiBg by their many cruel and unjost, to a few 
knor^ eqilitable and lenient aaa^tmstttB, paa^od^latf 
.years by the. local legislatures, u» eonseqiwnc»<>C.tfa9 
Aatcry at home againat the enormities of tbisir-i alavf 
fiyatan-'-thcsesead-vefy plauMbly on paper, bQ(:iFfpi^y 
wne never inteaded, not aie they adopted or tff^tf^^ 
in general practice. :■. t : - y, • 

hot indc^wBdent ctnnpetrat perfmts be ^poio^^ by 
the C^oWft to reside in .the ookmiea, and t^rnr^dutieB 
-clearly de^d, as guardiana to matntoiO: jdie.xitM^j 
And promote the welfare of the Idack and coloured 
peopler^and' tV* a|u*l law and jaaticti may be ad«D^iii»- 
tered td all paxtiea withoat.diatiBctMn bf /coJknliVT-teit 
Also coissnissioners be ao ^pointtd iA-ju^tm an4 decide 
in oases between white, Uack, and coWured f ulof cte-t~ 
and ^ due time, hereafter, Courts tatty be established tor 
this pmpose, and jm:ies admitted cenfiiatin^ of an oqqal 
nuHtet of persons of tite same ctdoqr and station as the 
contendiag paxtifth— atid in all requisite cases, an A^Mid 
,Hiay be .made by eittlet pattff to the Klny's govenuneBt, 
.or legal fnnctiDnaries. ott Ae spot, or to- the King m 
CobbcU, or to Parliament. , ' .. j . 

' III. " Let all peraotts be endowed w)th suffiieieqt 
jfOynx- tai icaibtee due otdei and Medienoe front tbdr 
B 
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serranti, backed by the c<mstitiitid aatliorities, to which 
appeal may be made by either party." 

Having already sufficiently expatiated on the points 
contained in this proposition, I shall not here.enlai^;* 
on the subject— bnt only ask whether the provisiou of 
this 3rd article are not enongh for every good and 
necessary purpoie? — though not for evil, hence the 
objections of Slave-holders. — And ate not the working 
classes governed on the same principles in all wdU 
regulated communities 1 — Nor axe the Negroes of the 
present day in the West Indies more ignorant or vicions 
than the lower orders in Europe for centtuies — nor mote 
nnmorons and physically powerful than the Whites, and 
their natural allies, under good treatment, the people o£ 
colour' in our West India colonies, than are the lowers 
compared with the higher classes in most countries. — 
Nor Eun Negroes more than other people likely to rebel, 
except goaded to it by oppression. — However, take 
more nearly analogous cases —look at Seirra Leone, the 
Islftnd of fiayti, and our territory in the East Indies. — 
Ahd are not the Whites in oar West Indies, in full pos- 
«ei8ion of the government, local influence, and power, 
With nearly fdl the property real and pertonal, in the 
colonlei^ with siq>wior knowledge, for knowledge is 
pow^;^'— and' under the protection of the fleets, armies, 
and other resonrces of a mighty empire, the Mother 
country ; — which slight justly be employed fa the support 
of order and good government for the pnUic welfare — 
not. as at present, enfoacing an infamous system of 
Slavery. — Yet let it be remembered, that the white 
coloniats in St. Domingo, with full similar advantages, 
couM no longer keep up their reign of oppression, or 
escape with impunity, when their slaves had resolved to 
be free, and avenge themselves on their tyrants. — Nor 
,bas all the power of Fiance been able to recover the 
ColiHiy. * 
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IV- "Let all slaves ofthopresent race above 7 yeaw 

of a^ vhea freed by the Act, remain attached for Ufe, 
if necessary, to the estate or eBtablisfament to which 
tliey belong at the time of dieir emancipation, except in 
cases hereafter mentioned." 

The justice and necessity of this Begnlation, nith the 
exceptJons that may be fairly admitted, I shall further in 
dne coarse point out. 

y. "Let all slares aforesaid freed nnder the i^^ ftf 
say thirty-four, continne to serve their late owner 'till 
they arrive at~lhat period, receiving food, cloathing, and 
other necessaries prescribed by Law, witbont pecnniary 
wages," 

' 'Tis true, that requiring slaves to work for their owner 
gratuitously up to the age of 34, or for any period, is 
thus far in fact admittii^ the principle of slaves woiUng 
out their freedom by their services — but mark, not by 
extra labour wrung from scanty intervals of leisure al\er 
Almost incessant toil for their task-master. — Mo, but only 
during the nsnal hours of labour allowed to their owner. 
.This constitutes a vast difference.— And although in 
strict justice, the slave is not bound even 'thus fiu to 
pay for his freedom, yet existing circumstUAc^ render 
itCKpedient for all'parties concerned — so it maybecon- 
ceeded. 

- 1 propose that snch emancipated slaves of the present 
< -m«e, shoidd, until the age of 34, continue to serve their 
4oi^er owner on the same tecmsasduring their Slavery, 
because it will affiwd' about SO years services iir the 
prime of their life to remunerate their late bwn^r for 
-their siippoaed valoe as daves — and it has been a usual 
-calcnlation among Slave-htdders, that with good times 
Aoi management aUe bodied slaves will, in abont seven 
years, have repaid by their services their owner's capital 
: investM in them, principal and interest — but as this «al- 
B 2 . 
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culatioD wa» cnnent in tin more prospnona state of 
West India xSain, so it m&y be smid that ander theu 
present depf essiou, it may be requisite to aUow a lot^er 
tana for that purpose. - Well then, witboot here aipiing 
the point, but admitting the gnitaitoos services of ^ves 
up to the age of 34, may ba reckoned a liberal arrai^e- 
meut for full indemnification of theh owners in these 
times. — However that may be, it most go &r towards it} 
ttnd the deficit, if any, may be made good by otho'tneans, 
vdkloh in doe conrse I shall suggest. —-It also leavM socfa 
freed servants about 20 years more of theii vigtw to do 
the beet diey can for themselves und^ the advantage of 
receiving wages. Sec. and will tend to render them con- 
tented witb the ceitain prospect at a specific thne of 
a iKftteiial improvement in their condition— and also^ at 
the mature age of 34, they wUl generally have atCained 
sufficient expedence and pmdence to well conduct. them- 
wives — especially if in addicjon to the iocreaded know* 
ledge and civiliBation which the present race of slaves 
more than their poedecessors have from various means 
and' causes anived at during the last 30 or 30 years; 
heiNcfeinli religious, atoral, and other useful instmctioB 
be afibrdied thfon. 

N.B.— The laboor of slaves in dnr colonies is now- 
rendered additionally valuable, by the prohibition, ttf any 
further supply frvm Africa, their iniciwased skill and in- 
telligent and being chiefly Creoles (bom in the cmub- 
try) U6. well, seasoned to tiie climate, and habituatad io 
theh usual mode of Ufa and occupation. 

VI. "Let all slaves aforeanentkaied abovb the age ot 
84,, whether freed before or aftnwafds by passing the 
Act; flimttoiae to serve their late owner, receiTiiq;neoe»- 
sary feod, b^dds {ffovision grewtdd, cloathingi an^ if 
able bodied, wages in money." 
X<et tH such aUe bodidd freed servants, srrircd at the 
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Bg« t^ S4, tiaviDg been riaves, raoeire peon^arr wages 
for Aeir services — this i» not oolf s(riotIy jast, but most 
alio ftove reoiptocf^y beneficial both lor masters and 
-■erf«at8, aitd will aIoo« f o fiur m doipg away «ith the 
eril nUcks of the idaVe system .-^emuits irill be «aB- 

-t^t witb being remniwrated m the q>ecific dkape 4f 

. wojW at their own optional dlaiposal,&r more thuterm . 
a nncb larg^ amoant expended wi diew ia any other 
node. — "TiB a ptacticid pioof best suited to Ibev capa- 
city and feelings that Ihey' are Aos far free agents jiu% 
dealt with, and left to do as they like wilh their eantagti 

' fund will best stimnlate thfur exertioBS te their naetor^ 
serrioe, and to promote Adr own welfare. 

Hie rate of wages in money, for riaves of the pMBtmt 
race on attfuning the age of 34, fteed by the Act, and 
etUl attached to estates w other establishinenta (except- 
ing those under 7 years <^ i^ at the time of general 
emuidpetion, on arrivii^ at 'a certain mattuity) may be 
Tery low— say for instance, oleM of all dedactfon, 12 

. dollars a year to each able bodied xoob, and 6 to a wo- 
man — which mi^t vary according to larcnmstances, 

.bnt oogfat never to be below that clear amoant. — Of 
course, it will also be reqointe tiiat masters shonid cml- 

' tinue to famish such fi-eed servants of the present race 
of slaves attached to them, wift besides proviaitm 

. gronnds, certain indispensable articles of food, cloaOiin^, 
&c. which they might not be sufficiently provident, or 
conveniently able to provide for themselves, even if 
they had the pecuniary means, and certainly the very 
low rate of wages here proposed would be quite inade- 
quate to — or a<faigher amount of pecuniary wages might 
be given, and the fair value of necessaries furnished be 
deducted at stated times of settlement — but then such 
wages most be in proportion, so as to leave a sufiScient 
suiplus, and establish the principle of peculium at their 
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owa diflpOsal— or id other words,' a part fa nceeiuaxies, 
and a p&it in money u nagu. 

Fnted servants of the above deicription bdonging to 
cultiTating land prOprietois, eagfat to be aUowed provi- 
■^aa gtonvds attached to, or within a oertein diataaoe 
from their homesteads, and sufficient time iot tbor tralti- 
Tatioo.— niose belongng to paacHis not land proprietom, 
sQch as tire in towra, mechanics, &c. or house servants 
of planters or other agricoltaralists, must of cooraebe 
ftumisfaed with snffici«it food, or an equivalent, by their 
principal; and besides ordinary wages, a pecuniary 
allowance oo^t to be paid in lien of provision grouaia, 
which latter would not only fnmish them with food for 
Aemselves and families, but also a soiplas for market 

Mr. Bickell in his Work recently pohli^ed, " The 
West Indies as tfaey are," states that the present rate 
' of hire for eadi ordinary aUe bodied dave labourer m 
Jamaica, is £30. emrency, L e. £14. 5a. ^d. steriing par 
annum, clear of all esp^ise to the owner — and as a cri- 
terion Uiat this is not an over estimation, persons hiring 
such slaves usually pay those terms for the use of them, 
tad find them in all necessaries during the time <^ hire; 
these with handicraft trades, &c. are more valuaUe— 
but put it at only £15. currency, i, e. £10. 14s. S^d. 
sterling. — The rate of wages here proposed, 12 doUars a 
year toeach able bodied man, and 8 to a woman, taking 
the women with tbe men, will average 10 dollars each 
— and reckoning tbe dollar at 4s. 6d. amounts to £2. 5s. 
leaving a dear profit to the master of £8. 9s. 8H> or 
taking Mr. Bickell's statement, £13. Os. 8jd. sterling 
per annom on each such slave or servaiif . 

Yet probably they will not willingly consent to this 
trifling deduction of gain wmng from the sweat and toil 
of their unrequited slaves, although it might be expected 
tiiat employers would be more than compensated by the 
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•ncateased zeal and exeituns am tlieir acoiHmt of free, 
willing, and satisfied aerytata ncemag vtngea for tbeii 
labonw— yetwiU phutten aad others pay £10. 14s. 3|d. 
or accwdiog to Hr. Bicfcoll £14. 60. 8jd. stealing- a year 
to the owner for hire «( tmch slaye, and proride all 
necewaries, but wonld gntdge payii^; £2. 6s. per annam 
in wages to the slave hiaudf as a freed std^ect for the 
same serrices t — So mudi for West India policy and 
econMfty. 

'Rie low rate <^ pecanlary wages hwe pn^iofled. is 
more with a view to establish the prioc^de of r«aane- 
rftting in money such freed slares aforeon^tioned, than 
as a fnll eqaivalent for their senices.— This will Call 
lightly on masters dnring the ^stoice of most (i£ the 
l^esent race of daves, and may ptove soffiiiieirt fw the 
latter, as their masters will aull be bonnd to feiniah 
them with neoessaiies as at preaont, and sach soranta 
may be able to acqsire something extra for themselres 
by th«r own exertions, if allowed soffitaent leisure aad 
opportoaity. — However, if the rate of wages hen jno- 
-posed be oonwdered too low, even fw those aforemen- 
tioned of the present race of slaves, then a h^^ier amoont 
may be fixed apon. — ^Ile rising generation of the preseot 
race of slaves, onder 7 years of age at the time of gme- 
ral ananctpatim, so fireed, and all aitcrwaxds bom, may, 
00 arriving at a certain ^e, be le& more to engage and 
provide tot theonselves ; uid will require and be entitled 
to higher wages in money, adequate to their services, 
and sufficient for their support. — All free bl&ck and 
coloured people now, ot hereafM, at large in the com- 
munity, not attached to any estate or master, or bound 
by any engagement, will <tf oonrse, aa at present, be 
left to make tenns, and do the best -they can. for 
themselves. 

N. B. — ^Xhe afonnentioned low rate of wages, is 
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(Mefiy in refereMe to Agfitrntlural Ldbounrs stiH to 
be attftcbed to estates, fi»r life if seceaBwy, oMBpfehflod^ 
ia^ by far the greater port of tbe preeeat dare popala- 
tion. — Mecbaaks, 8u:.<^tb« samedescriptjon, especially 
if people of ot^ur, <a betongfog to persoiw not ctil~ 
tirati&g laaA prt^rietws, might be paid a bigber 
amooDt, in proporticm to their Mrvtces, or allowed other 
advantages, according to cirGnni8t(uices.-^till might 
tiles' pecaniary wages be very low, if snch servants 
liable to be attached for life, be otherwise properly 
provided far by tbeir staBters. 

If West India proinietors say " that sadh U tiie 
general cHstressed- wad deteriorated etate of tbeir affiiirs, 
as not to admit of paying any pecuniary wages or 
remaneration to semuits, or othemise adopting tbe 
yegalatioas itere proposed" — <we reply, that besides the 
jastice and good poUcf of fairly remunerating servants, 
ihe advantages West India proprietors would derive 
^paying them peounlaty wagea, fron wilUag and in- 
oreaaed exwtions in tiieir service — tiie low rate that 
'w«a1d be requked, part of which might be de- 
<Anted -f<w necessaries now faraisbed to them gra- 
-lotiensly as ^ves — and after all, pvoprietora ' anut 
Tome 'to payment «f wages (and the sooner tbe better) 
if fflaveiy is ever to be atralished, ^er they cuinot 
tixfwt that iVeed servants will be satined to wwk 
without wages, or some petmniary remnnnation. lliey 
woald also get rid of tbe edtum of making tbem toil 
"witheat sneh fair and necessuy reward. We also 
'believe, and have well weighed tbe matter, tliat there is 
still sufficient capability about West India affairs, amier 
good mamtgtmeiit, to provide for all necessary oat- 
goings, and leave a lair profit to proprietors — but not 
onder a system of Slavery, absenteeship, extravagant 
■style <rf living, improvident mode of o^tiratiOD, ex- 



3dbvGoo^[e 



Inuottan «f itock and Mil, debts ofteii anManting to « 
state «f bai^nptcy, ttwaldom to CMditors, ^ODenl neg^ 
leoi of tiieir adhlrs, oi n^uncity fw inordiute g«ii». 
- Bnt if we admit their excos*— dien doesitnot piwe, 
-diat they oo^ to abandon a losing concern, which 
notwitfafltaBiUBg all the artificifU aid of booatka, pro- 
tectiog duties, fcc. will not alKnr pKqirietora to be j«st 
to others, and profit thcmBelvea — ot eaght the Nation to 
tifr longer IniTdened, our Enet IndiUi snbjecta especially 
'injaied, oar general trade and conuneree ifli{>eded, and 
human creatures to drudge in- slavery, or wiftout fair 
Temooeration, in order to ^trop up saeb an nnnataral, 
nnjust, deaperate, and altogether otgectiemible syfltemi 
H-B. — VndM eKistiag c^cnmstances in our West 
Indies, I pn^orn the plan of specific wages, in prefi»> 
mce to the ][H«ctice in Haytl of paying, at least A^ri- 
euUurai servants, by allotting them a part (one-fifth) of 
4he prooeeds of the estate. — I here give the result of my 
thomugfa oonsideiation of the subject, without detail^ 
ing the particular reasons for coining to this condusioni 
T— Howerei proprietors, at least Imd oultrvators, might 
take their choice of mode bereaRer, commencing wrfli 
the rising generation^ — but fair remimemtion to servants 
isyidtepensable — and that, at least a party in money, or 
or what will produce It at the option of the receiver. 

VII. " AH persons to take sufficient care oS their 
sick or disabled servants, but to be released fircnn pay" 
ing tbem pecuniary wages during their disabilit^-^^ 
which may also be stopped io certain cases proved of 
wilfttl idleness, r^ractoriness, or other misconduct, hf 
award of tiie proper authorities.'' 

That aH persons should continue to take proper care 
of their side or disabled servants of Ihe present gene- 
ration, whilst attadieif to titem, having been slaves, is 
just and necessary, and only what they are now obliged 
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to dd iaader the present aystam — such fieod lervaiiti 
will Beitber be more burdeiisome, or lesa nsefni to thdir 
principal, than if they had renuuncd sIatm. — Bat their 
deMeadantft beoceforth freebom, or ireed nodet 7 yean 
«f age by the Act, falling into a state of iofiimity, duti- 
4Dtion, 8l& to. be provided for by the parish oi di«txic( — 
accept during the term of their indentored 8errice» as 
I shall presently nutfe particularly dismiss. 

VIII. " No persons to let oat their servants £k the 
usef^otbesBi without consent (^ their guardians, and 
certain other regulations." 

J.obbers, who let out their slaves for the use of others 
— this is Bodttr the present system the most deplorable 
species, and if continued afterthe declanUlon ofgeneral 
eoiancipation, will be the worst relick <^ SlaTery.-^|t 
tm^t never to have been snfiered, and the sooner it is 
abolished the better. — With this view, Jobbers might be 
allowed, or compelUd at once to transfer their slaves or 
fireed servants to land propriet(«s (mly, to be. attached 
to their estate for life if necessary. 

Flanten and other Agriculturalists not sufficiently 
stocked with hands, and the buying and selling <^ slaves 
put an end to, would probably be glad thus to supply 
themselves, and pay a price or {n^oium to the Jol^ber 
transferring, equal in value to the sutyeot transfered^- 
of course, those of the present generation disabled by 
^ga or iufirmily belonging to Jobbeis, and cannot be 
traosfered, must continue to be supported by thehr 
ipaster, who in most cases will hove had the best of their 
days as his slaves. — Or as slaves belonging to Jobbers 
bear but a small propvitiou to the general slave popu- 
lation, Govenunent, at no very great expense, oi loss to 
the nation, (which it is to be hoped would not gmd^ it 
for so humane an olyect) mig^f porcbase them at once 
from ttieir owners, for the purpose of transfering tl)etn 
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to tandedpfopiistors, mnd pr^iUiIy receire a premlun 
is pnqiortian to tbrar Talue, and Toi indemnification oC 
thenatioa — «r might enpki? them in Uie paktic ssrvice, 
' or OB estaUisfaoients formed for that p«ipoM. 

. However, if the {wactice of Jobbing most contiDoe 
fi» a tine — it ought) to be pot nnder the best possilide 
KgoIatioDa. — JtAAtem ihould, not be allowed to let out 
their serranta witJnnt i^proval ctf their «»>titiited 
gHardiau, who should seenre their good tteatm»t— nor 
fdioold the; ever be let out beyond a ceEtain dJita n oe, 
aay not exceeding a mile or two from their homeatead, 
to which they might retnm at the dose of each day's 
labour — and cTSry other necessary regulation adopted. 

K. B.— Jobbing out slavey is a striking inBtancc of 
the sdfishBCBB and cruelty of man if left to hinwelf, and 
"among the many abonioatioBS of oar slave system, 
which West Indians defend or excnse to the utmost, and 
Mfiise to rflfoim. 

IX. " Transfers of servants, between a certain age, 
' may be allowed at the option of the master provided 
the servant consents, and the constituted guardians 
approve — but not o&erwise — o{ coarse, members of 
funilies must never be sepuated E^ainst their will — nor 
any transfered beyond the colony." 

Tbou^ it 01^^ to be rigidly adhered to as a general 
rule that fireed, servants of the present race of slavc« 
aforesaid should ^main attached for life, if necessary, 
to the estate or. establishment to which they belong at 
tiie time of their general emancipation — yet particular 
circumstances may require and admit of exchange of 
masters — in such cases transfers of servants may be 
allowed — but never without tbeir own conient, and that 
of their constituted guardians, who should ascertain 
- sufficient cause for the transfer, and take care they do 
not change for the worse— the succeeding, to be liaUe to 
-all the obligati<Hi5 of the previous master. 
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Sndk tMnafen of fined serrants niB j*oTe s tv/b- 
fititata for the buying nnd sfrllibg of slaves when pot ali 
.eod to, and m&y be necessary in tha early stage of 
general emancipation, perhaps during the esistence «f 
^the pnsfSt race of slaves — and as great an iadiilgience. 
to masters as existing dn^umstances imll ail»w.~TlHiB 
oiltivating hmd propoetOfs and others may get rid of 
their ssperfluous hands, or sn^ly their deficiencj, 
.whether of li^Hntreis, domestic servants, mechanics, &c. 
,tbe7 may also hire free people at la^ not under any 
mgagement — whic^ renders the vhole plan here pce- 
ppsed, tqually appHcabU to all SlawJuiUtrs of erciy 
descriptiua. 

Periu^ a greater focility of transfer may be allowed 
to persons not coltiTaling land pioprietsrs, as move 
neceSfMry for such masters, and less inoonvenieot for 
their servants. 

The descendants of the present race of slaves afore- 
said may be i^oced on a difierent footing, as I shall 
presently shew, and masten left more free to retain or 
dismiss their servants. 

In transfers at the wish of tike master, Premtnms 
may be paid or received, as agreed on, by the contract- 
log masters, as in cases of tranafered ApprenticeG in 
England. — This wonld be an accomraodatioa to masters,. 
establish a fair scale of valuation few the indemnity of 
.the party entitled to a bonus, and, as before observed, 
.ptove a snbstitnte for the buying and selling of slaves, 
dnrii^ the existence of the present race, and early stages 
of general eraancipatitm — and conid no ways injarioosly 
sffect sndi servants, or induce unnecessary or otherwise 
improper transfers, as none conld take place without 
approval of their constituted gnatdians. 

X. " Servants above the age of 34 may be idlowed, 
at certain periods, or notice to transfer themsdves to 
other eligible masters willing to receive them, with the 
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tVQBCBt'of thcii; 'theit retfibi&if prinripair dr l^pnTol of 
tbeir guardians, and othei proper atitittrnties appDiated 
to arbitrate between master and serrant.'' 

In the Spanish settlemeats slaves an allowed to 
okase ana ttaaafer theaiselTcs to other mastem tvilUng 
to receire, :th£[o, and tbaii. Ovner bovsdto comply 40 
receiving an-eqairaleirt fwthe&ir value of mch slave 
tt&m the new nasteri-^bat ib out oolomea no goeh 
ptMiege- is aBowed to a slave, b; ^t^bicb he night bett« 
lu8 couditioti, aor can be even pucbaaehid own freedom, 
or that of his vitb or children, however able and willing, 
if their owner ve&iso to cois^ilp — thus the more naeful 
and valuable a slav«r the more likely his owner will re- 
fase to palt with iam, oe only at an extravagant price — 
poac oiooara^ment for good condoct I 
. In. t&e p^receding article IX.'H-is propoHftdtoaHow 
masters at their optidBy oo^i^^nji^'SaffiBieat (ianse, f» 
transfer their Iroed servants of the j^senl race df slaves 
^oresaid-^ond . 'tl»' fair andnieoBeUry that the same 
right shoaM be eqoidly Acconhid to sarvaidS'^bj TfUcft 
Reciprocity masters, ai»t«forB«bsaAad, mi^tsiqiply a 
rieflcieDCy, vr ^ ridoi^a isnperiUiily of liand»-«nid 
servants' nagU .better tileht' ' condidoB-^tiitt in no case 
onglit 'either, fiar^ Ito be ailowid :tte exracigb of tbi» 
pmdtege triidMut shewing good 'aad sofficieiit castas, te 
be jndgediof tend: detd&ed ob by ti»^Mnpen :aatborities.-^ 
Hei «%hi any fteed-servants of ttie 'pteaent race' cf 
'^■me'afoTeHtd, to; be entitled to tUsTigi^, nnlen wi<h 
t^conseatof^ielr^luter, until Oey have attained An 
age of^84|'«nd tfads. flacr indemndfi^d their' fihrmer owner 
lily thetr serviced—and aitakied' a BiatOFe ag« to jndge 
What is' best for tbemselves. 

In tnmafeiB at ib^ wish' of the serrant, the then rev 
teiniag piindplil to be at no involuntary expense; but 
Mttl^ to receive ^bonns fron the succeeding mast^ 
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if avr»ded by^ proper aibJtnitors— 6r> of couth, H 
agreed pn between the traniferiiig and receiTnig party* 
without any other intervention. 

' 'XI. "" S«rTMit8 above the age of thirty-four, with 
good character and couduct, en satisiactorily shewing to 
the proper aodtorities Aat Hiey can probably maintain 
tfaenieelves by tbear funds or resonrces, may at certain 
periods^ or notice, be released from their aervitade; — ^If 
imich persMis should afterwards be found in a state of 
destitution, if able bodied, the constituted authorities 
may be empoweced to pro;vide and enforce employment 
fHi them'— if disabled by ag« or infirmity, then to be 
maintained by the paiish. or district" 

Though it may be' generally necessary that slaves of 
the present race above 7 years of age when declared 
free by &e proposed act of general emancipation, 
should be^keptattadiBd to the estate or establisbment 
to which -they belong at the time, w may be transfered 
to; until sufficient knowledge, civilization, and volontary 
habite of order and indastry be generally established 
among theta ; and the white colonists more accustomed^ 
necessitated, and disposed to the employment of fre* 
f^;entB.— 'Tet in cases of such freed serVaikts, ^bove the 
age of 84^ with good chauacter and txoi^ct, who can 
sati^BLCtorily -shew they can probably maiiitain them*- 
selves by their own inHiunies, andTeqniietobbrtleaaMl 
ftom'^tfaenr;«tt9ched'8crvhDde>>£M left:todo the best 
they oah for themBelTes>-rthisin^ justice aind gMid poU^ 
may: and ought to be admittedi tbey will still be nndMr 
the contronl of the law, and ctmstitated anthoritieB.— 
Haringi snred theiz foitaei owner ot-maetae gmtaittraid^ 
np to the age of 34, and such masters entitled to further 
compensation as hereafter, provided, ^wi^ not Cnom 
tJMit servants ; and released -from all futur^diarge w 
respoasibily on'accomt.of such discharged serTa;nts,j«fta 
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have 00 jnst claim to loogerdetain liiem; nor to anf 
pecuniary coDsideration from them for Teleasiag tkem 
from their services. 

Thus, in the early stage of general eniftocitiation, will 
freed slaves of the present race, still attached to estates, 
fcc. only of the best character and acquirements, be en- 
titled to such an extension of privilege to be at large as 
free agents in society, amenable only to the laws and 
their own voluntary engagements ; and the community 
supplied witii soch asefiil anxiliaries, not too snddenly 
«r numerously for the wants and advantage i^all puties 
concerned — and their number will gradually increase in 
proportion to the improvement of the emancipated 
classes, and greater necessity, consequently demand, 
tat the employment of free agents — and will prove a 
Iffudent prelude to the more extended privileges of the 
ensuing generation. — In the interim, slaves of the pre- 
sent race tUioretnentioned, who wish to become entirdy 
ftee agents, and released from their attached servitude, 
will thus be induced to acquire the necessary qualiflca- 
tioBS. — All may hope and try, and even those who may 
not eventually succeed, will bwefit themselves and 
others by their exertiimtf — until all classes of the black 
and colonred pt^nlation shall be duly prepared for the 
enjoynKJBi (as far as just and expedient) of tho fuU 
rights ot men and citizens. 

XIX. "The constituted authorities may kaMfiar sefr 
Tants> wilh assent of their guardians, to other masters, 
whenevn their retaining employer cannot propady pro- 
vide for them, or for other sufficient causes — and in cases 
of wilfnlnwJ4reatment,neglect,or certain other miscour 
duct, by the master or his agent, may inflict a fine or 
olber ponisbment on the principal or offiunder. 

Though masters generally should be compelled to 
take caie, for life if necessary, of their fieetl servant^ of 
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the pocnat race of alaves aforasatd, wheQier tbey hard 
t»ecn tlieir slaTe8> or traUsfered to them^ as Berrauts freed 
by the act of geoeral emaacipatiott — yet cases may 
occnr in whidi it may be most expedient to take the 
servant £rom the moator — but this oaght oerer to be done 
except in cases of great necessity. — These are less, 
if erer, likely to happen among cultirating land prr^^- 
etors, as sodi serrants may lemaio attached to and be 
maintained by the estate, however often it may change 
profHrietors at condition. — Bnt other cases may require a 
telaxati<m (rf the general principle— in which the consti- 
taited guardians, and other proper anthoritieS, may be 
empowa«d to act for the beat, according to particular ciE-> 
camstances. — And in instances of wilful mal-treatm«i^ 
nei^ect, or certain other misconduct by the master oi his 
^ent, a fine, 6i other pnnishmoit, may be inflicted ob tbe 
ofiending party — those must pay in person who cannot 
pay.in purse — such fine may be appropriated, in whole 
or in part, fbr benefit of the individual servant aggrieved; 
or ^ the purposes of general emancipation. 

The foregoing propositions are submitted as the basis 
of a plan for the emancipatitm,. government protection, 
and impvoTement of the present race of slaves aforesaid. 
^A. difi^rent modification of parts will be necessary 
for their descendants afterwards bom, ' <» .nnder seven 
years of age at the time of general emancipation — dilefly 
AS follows — 

All slaves <^ the present race being declared free, 
and Slavery for ever abolished by an act of general 
Mnancipation, their children aftnwards bom will of 
oonrse be fVee from their birth, and Ixnn of liee parents. 
^Let such ctuldren, and those under 7 years of age at 
the time of general emancipation, rumun wilb their 
motbw on her master's estate or establishment, and at 
the age of seven be placed at school on tfie estate. 
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vr viOnn the disttict at conTenleat distance, for asefal 
ins&action ontil tbe age of IS or 14.— Let the children 
on each proper^ be divided into two classes, eadt to 
attend their school on alternate days, so that a moiety 
of the whole may always remain at home, to be employ- 
ed in the service of their moth^s master, to indemnify 
him for any expense (whidi cannot be much) in having 
reared Ihem under the mother's care on his property. — 
caiildren, whose mother'B are slaves, at the time (tf 
general emancipation, to persons not cultivating land pro- 
prietors, the latter mnst also have such children properly 
reared under care of the mother on their ovm establish- 
ment, or provide other sufficient means for the ptiipose. 
— Black, or coloured children, whose parents have been 
rendered free by odier means than the act of general 
ranancipation, and having no claim on any master or 
others, shonld be under the anperintendence, and if 
necessary controul, of the district authorities, who shall 
see them properiy reared and provided for at expense of 
the parents if able, if not, then at the public cost. — Let 
all children aforementioned, at the age of 12 or 14, nuless 
they can be otherwise eligibly provided for, be placed 
oQt as Apprentices to serve gratuitoiuly until the age 
of 34 for theii master's remnneration and profit — and 
having been reared on the estate or establishment of 
their mother's master, or otherwise by him, then He to 
have ibe preferrace of such indentured services — or rather 
It ought and must be made obligatory on him, not lefl to 
his option — unless sufficient cause exist to renderitinex 
pcdient, when other suitable masters may be provided. — 
A sufficient number of black and coloured children ought 
to be trained to handicraft trades, and other nsefid 
callings, in proportion to the general want and demand 
of the commnnity.— Transfers <^ Apprentices may be 
allow«], witfi consent of their guardians. 
C 
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Masters to be boaod (at least daring the iariy stages 
of general emancipatioii) to retain in their employ their 
Apprentices, if able bedied atid otherwise suitable, for a 
certain time, say tme year, after the expiration of their 
indentures, at wages and allowances usually givea to 
operators of such description. — This will prevent them 
from being thrown suddeidy, inexperienced, and in tod 
great nombers on the world for the wants of the com- 
munity, and consequently their chance of obtaining 
employment; or the exercise of ordnly prudent habits, 
with free agency, until they attain more age and expe- 
rience; and the system of hiring &ee labour is generally 
adopted. 

Planters, and other cultivating land proprietors, wiU 
{HObably find it most advantageous to hire the bulk of 
their servants, after the present race of adult slaves, for 
a Certain number of years at a time, rather than for 
shorter periods ; which will also prove advantageous 
for such servants, and necessary in the peculiar state of 
West India society; This is thegeneral practice in Hayti, 
with planters and other large cultivating proprietors ; and 
even in England fanners often hire their servants by the 
year.— Thus may such West India Agriculturalists 
secure a su£Scient number of tried hands used to them, 
their mode of business, and localities of the estate ; and 
such servants be certain of constant employ and a fixed 
home for long periods together, which will induce com- 
fort and steady habits ; and establish mutual attachment 
and reciprocity of interests between master and servant 
~-and in the latter even attachment to the soil. 

Servants thus hired should have a cottage and provi- 
sion ground allotted to each on, or conveniently con- 
tiguous to, the estate, in proportion to their families, for 
which they may pay a moderate rent to the proprietor — 
their principal may also famish them with certain 
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necessary articles of food and cloaUuiig, or not, as ag;reed 
(m between the parties, and the amount of pecuniaiy 
wages to be more or leas in proportion-^-^r if the fall 
amoimt of wages be allowed, then the Talae of aoch 
articles famished to be deducted at the time of settle- 
ment. — Hie descendants of the present race of adnlt 
slares will probably, from their increase in knowledge, 
civilization, and habits of iree agency, be more com- 
petent and disposed to provide necessaries, according to 
their wants and means, for themselvea. 

Aa Agriculture must ever be of the chief consequence 
in ODT West India colonies, and will require the greatest 
nnmber of labouring hands — so in my late pamphlet 
" Emancipation, or Practical Advice to British Slwve- 
holders," I have pointed out the means to always en- 
sure to cultivating proprietors a sufficient supply of free 
Iabonrcr», as in Hayti.— I refer the reader to tbatworic« 
without here quoting the passages so essentially con- 
nected with this important part of the subject. 

Persons not cultivating land pioprietorSi may, on ex- 
piration of the prescribed term of hire on wages of their 
Af^rentioes, retain them or not in their employ, or hire 
others, for long or short periods as they please — and 
besides wages, famish them with certain necessary arti- 
cles, or not, as agreed on between the parties. 

^e district authorities to be empowered to provide 
suitable masters, situations, and employment, for all 
able bodied negroes and people of colour, who cannot 
or will not support themselves, which may be enforced 
on them. — Many hands will be required for the public 
service by the national and local goveniments, the parish 
and district authorities, &c. within the colonies ; which 
will furnish employ for any redundancy of population 
beyond the demand of private individuals.— Small por- 
tions of land may be allotted to some, and oUiet means 
c 2 
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devised for general sopport and employmeBt.—The defr* 
titate sick or infirm to be supported by the parish or dis- 
trict, except the present race of slaves belong;ing to 
masters bound to provide for thean, or those engaged by 
masters for certain periods, who mast take proper care 
(tf them for Uie time — bat may be released (torn paying 
them pecuniary wages during their disability. 

AH children of the present race of slaves, nnder the 
age of seven years at the time of general emancipation, 
are as susceptible of the same training and good effects, 
and therefore ought to be admitted to all the same yA- 
vileges as those afterwards bom. — Thus may an extent 
of benefits be safely accorded to this portioa even of 
the present race of slaves — on what principle of justice, 
humanity, or good policy can it be refused? 

Scholastic Education. — Let schools be established at 
the public expense in each district for the aducation of 
I»lack and coloured children. — Let the pupils be in- 
structed in reading, writing, and simple arithmetic — this 
is far from giving them a learned education as some 
sneerers inimical to human improvement, at least of the 
lower orders, may imply, but will qnalify (hem for 
different useful stations in life of every day demand — 
among the rest, some may be trained as assistant 
school-masters, though a well qualified white person 
oug^t to be at the head of each scholastic establish- 
ment. 

Let the fundamental principles of religions, moral, 
and social duty, be also taught in the schools, by plain 
and simple catechisms, expositions, and other tracts 
prepared for the purpose, whidi may be committed to 
memory by the pupils, and further explained and incnl' 
cated by their tutors, and examinations on these im- 
portant points take place at stated times — which after 
all, is tfie best and most essential part of education. 
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«spedally for the hambler dasses, too much neglected 
or dist^M'ted, even in most dyilized countries. — Thus 
may the youthful mind rec«ve useful first impressions, 
whidi may practically rebate their conduct throng 
life, in eveiy station, however unfavorably they may 
be placed for further im[Huvem<nt — yet teach them not 
artificial for real duties. 

I may here just observe, that much of the instmction 
which children of the present race of slaves may receive 
at their schools, will, from their intimate connection and 
intercourse for years to come (especially by their know- 
ledge of reading, possession of simple useful tracts, and 
comprehension of their spirit and meaning) be commu- 
nicated to their parents, &c. — Thus may the latter, 
though too old fw scholastic education, be benefited 1^ 
these attainments of their descendants. 

N. B. — A portion of negroe and coloured children, 
indicating good capacity, m^ht be selected for educar 
tion and other useful training in England, and returned 
as adults to~ the colonies, qualified to act as School- 
masters, and for other purposes requiring a certain 
d^ee of intelligence, &c. above the more ignwant. 
— This would tend to develope the faculties, raise the 
character, and improve the minds, manners, and par- 
suits of the black and coloured population ; when fewer 
Whites need be employed in the colonies for the purpose, 
and those be thus assisted in their labour.— It would 
also furnish the Whites generally with a superior order 
of intelligent black and coloured agents for various 
requisite purposes — and establish a desirable class 
between the White,and most unenlightened of the negroe 
and coloured population. 

Religious Instruction. — IJet churches or chapels b« 
established, and ministers of religion appointed in each 
district of town and country ; a simple form of jprayer 
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and worship drawn up, and uniformly used ; with plain 
discourses from the pulpit suited in matter and style to 
the general condition and comprehension of the black 
and coloured population, enjoined to attend. — In ad- 
dition to those taught in the schools for youth, let 
.catechisms, and other useful tracts be g^iven to the 
adults, who can read, and stated times appointed for 
individaal examination, instruction, and admonition, 
for both those who can or cannot read, which after all, 
will probably be found the most efficacious mode of in- 
stmcting such a people. — Distract them not by every 
wind of doctrine — preach not, teach not mysteries, dis- 
putable dogma, or artificial divinity of the schools (the 
bitne even of more civilized communities, enlightened < 
enough in other matters) but the plain incontrovertible 
axioms of religion, morality, and usefulness — above all, 
exalt not faith over good works, nor creeds, rites, or 
ceremonies, in preference to, or substitute for, the prac- 
tice of virtue. — Teach them that as probationary res- 
ponsible creatures, they will surely receive just Retribu- 
tion &om their Maker according to their Works, be they 
good or evil, in proportion as they fulfil their well 
known duties here within their power, which God hath 
endowed them with, or violate them — that their du^ to 
God chiefly consists in the performance of their duty to 
themselves and fellow creatures — that they should do 
unto others as they would be done unto — and not abuse 
their own powers and means— and that their duty is 
theii interest and welfare here and hereafter. — ^Teach 
them the necessity and advantage of Justice, Benevo- 
lence, Temperance, Industry, and all which constitutes 
unsophisticated duty, their own individual welfare, 
and for the general good. — This is chiefly needful, 
rationally right, and practically useful, for them and 
all mankind — which if generally taught and followed. 
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nnalloyed by atmatunU.'fallacione, and pernicious <toc- 

tiise, woold establish a simple uniform Religion thiough- 
oat the earth, founded on infallible, immutable, self- 
evident principles, of nniversal application, and general 
nsefolness. — A Religion worthy ihe Cfeator, and most 
beoeficrat £di Man— instead of the mole-eyed views, 
discordant opinions, artifioial creeds and practice, of 
dififering sects and religifHiists, equ^y against right, 
reasoA, and utility. 

The Negroes generally in our West Indies are yet 
comparatively uninstructed, and susceptible o( any im- 
pressions — here is a rare opportunity for setting out 
well.— May the blind not be led by the blind ; or neg- 
lected by careless indolent guides — and still less may 
they be misled by wilfol deceivers. 

I shall close this subject by adverting to an excellent 
custom, said to be in general practice Ihroughoai the 
Roman Catholic slave colonies, more especially those 
belonging to Spain. 

Resides places for public worship, and ministers of 
religion, being provided for each district, according to 
the number and density of its population — the slaves on 
each plantation are assembled in the open air every 
momiug at sunrise, their names called over by roll, and 
before they go to work, are formed into a hoUow circle ; 
in the centre stands a negroe, or man of colour, com- 
petent for the purpose, and such is never wanting, who 
audibly pronounces an address drawn up and uniformly, 
used, which by frequent repetition becomes firmly fixed 
in the memory, and is usually given by rote, consisting 
of adoration, thanksgiving, and prayer to the Creator, 
and imploring his guidance, protection, and blessing 
through the day — this is succeeded by a short exhortation 
to performance of duly, (heu follows a hyiQU, in which 
^11 present join, and the service concludes with a bene- 
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ctictioD, when die slaves go to ^ir labonr.— ^la tiieeveiiiBg 
at sunset, and close of tli«ir work for the day, the flarea 
are again awembled in like mannra, an eveoing serdea 
gone Ummgh, somewhat raried in matter and tenns 
from that ns«d in the morning— and the slaves are dis- 
missed to their homes — each religions performance dees 
not occupy more than abont ten minntes night and 
morning, and produces a very imposing salutary effect. 
— This admirable custom is well worthy adoptkm in 
the British West Indies — and to onr disgrace that this, 
and other essential matters, most humane' and bene- 
ficial, still remain to be done. 

A simple form of family worship might also be pro* 
Tided and nsed tm plantations for Sandays, when any 
servants of the establishment, firom sickness, distance, 
or other causes, cannot attend a Church— « short and 
|dain sermon might also be read to them, and a suffideat 
namb«r of a proper nature for such occasions, drawn up 
and furnished gratuitously to the plantations, &c.— And 
proper persons, negroes or others, might be appointed 
to hear, at least the children, say their catechisms, ex- 
posititHis, &o. — and otherwise teat^ those debarred firom 
better means of instruction. 

A fixed and written fonu of religions worship and In- 
struction, will be far preferable for snch a people as our 
West India Negroes, than tivsting to the extonporane- 
ous ^Fusions of persons not always of suffici«it know- 
ledge <a discretion—and uniformity of Religion a gnat 
desideratnm.* 

* W*rt I»di» CAvreA' fblaUuAmnU,— The fonas and doctrine of 
the Church of Bnglaad being chiefly cBlonlated for lefined and en- 
lightened people, so its dei^ have franklj declared that on this 
acconnt, aa well ai from the natore of their, edacation, perional 
hahila, mode of inatniclinK, inaptitndc at proselytiRD, and other 
caiuei, thuj are not so well adapted for caOTcrting th« Negroes, 
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A iue propordoit of each Snndajr to be t{ipcopriat«I 
to the religious devotiOB and inatrsttion of the Idack 
and colonrad people throoglioDt the coIoBtes<--^rhe test 
of tke day to be spent as they please, consistent with 
order and daoonim — they will generally need and onglit 
to be allowed some relaxation fixtm the toil and cans of 
the week. 

Black and coloured servants, at least Aose having 
provision grounds, to be allowed a certain number et 
days in the year, besides Sundays, for their own use. 

K. B.— The sooner the barbaric custom of empli^ing 
females in the excessive drudgery of the field is dii»> 
continued, the better. — llils, among other good ^ects, 
will be naturally proihiced 1^ the change from slave to 

as tlie more plain and sealons tectariaa Missionaries. — So u te 
leut of religions evils, and to paeify tbo people of England, tlw 
Colonies hare agreed to the appoiatmeat of tvo Bisbops widt 
their Clergy for initniction of their slaves — pretty well knoning, 
as in the case of their Carate's Bill, tfaat tlie slaves are not likelj 
to lie mach eDlightened bj such an establishment; and that its 
members will probably not prove more active in tbeir exertions 
in lliat sultry, than in the more temperate climate of Boglantl — 
onr Church and Government can have no objection to Iba schema, 
it will inweasa tbeir patronage. — Howerer, I hope and think some 
good may be daitb by these means, if not best calculated for 
Negroe Jnstraction, or whatever may be the views and expecta- 
tions of Slave-holders. — The Chnrch acting as it does in its oSeea 
on fixed and prescribed forms and tenets, is so f^ more faroraMo 
for tbe imrpose, tlianflie Tarying modes and doctrine of differing 
<Mtartes, and the extemponuwooa •fhukms of Hiasioiuriej, often 
unedMsated or ii^ndieloas men— if the Cbnrcb will only render its 
forms and dootrine simple, rational, and luefal ; and employ plaia 
end aealoas teachers, who can and will descend to the hnmbla 
capacities of their illiterate 6ock. — After all, perhaps, more may 
le done in the Sehoolt than in the Ckurckei, for the moral and 
religions, as well as oflier, instruction of th« Negroes, if pn>- 
pwly plasaMdand condaotMl. 
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fi«e labour, ' an improved mode of cuUiT&tioa, and 
general good management^espedttUy giowing other 
crops tbiut the exbansting and over prodoction of Sngar, 
at least on the poorer soils, the introductiwi of the 
idongh foi the hoe, horses for hnman labour ; besides the 
increased Heal and ezertjon of free and willing workmen 
instead of slaves — fewer labourers will then be required, 
Agricultnralidts wiU naturally prefer able bodied men, 
and may always secure enongh for their pnrpose, with- 
out being bnrdened as at present onder the slave system 
with a sDperfloi^ of hands all the year round, many of 
-them inefficient, at least in any profitaUe degree, or 
.else suffering from a deficiency when more help is re~ 
quired. — Thug, the females will be left at their homes • 
to manage their family affairs, or otherwise employed 
-suitably to their sex and ability — which wiU go far in 
producing comfort and civilization amongst the eman- 
cipated classes. — Among other good effects, will prove 
the best means for the promotion of Matrimony, and 
fulfilment of its duties ; for which every eocouragement 
and facility ought to be afforded. 

. Thus by the plan here proposed, may all slaves of 
the present race be at once safely and advantageously 
rendered free, under salutary regulations — and their 
children, not exceeding say seven years of age at the 
time, and those afterwards bom, be prepared for, and 
.admitted to, a greater esteot of privileges. 

N> B. — Free negroes and people of colour, especially 
■the latter, now at large in the colonial communis, and 
bora of free parents, ought to be admitted as soon as 
possible to the full rights of men and citizens as fttr as 
expedient, and their children properly educated and 
trained to useful callings. — These are fit subjects for 
such an extension of privileges, and most immediately 
require it — which will conciliate and give them a com- 
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mon interest in the preservation of good order, and obe- 
dience to the laws ; and prove a towei of strength to 
Ihe white c<Jonist5, and for the general public good. 
- Several minor points, not here detailed, or different 
modificatioDS, may in course be required, "nhich will 
sug^sit themselves. — I have chiefly aimed at diawing 
out the main parts, as a basis of the plan in outline— 
and I trust enough to shew that it can be effected, bene- 
ficially for all parties concerned — if so, then ought it 
not to be done, and at once set about in good earnest? 
Another point remains here for consideration, which 
at least West India proprietors will probably deem by 
far of the greatest consequence, namely. Indemnification 
for any loss they may sustain by general emancipaticm 
of their slaves — they expect to be paid, aDd well paid, 
for merely doing an Act Of Justice imperiously neces- 
sary, and most incumbent on them, that of ceasing from 
the oppression of enslaving their fellow creatures and 
-fellow subjects, men, women, and children, from gene- 
ration to generation for ever!— They have long been 
a begging, craving, rapacious race, and still continue so. 
— Not content with protecting duties, excluding cheaper 
■productions from the home market, inflicting high prices 
' on the Nation, shackling our commerce, and more espe- 
cially unjust and injurious to our East India subjects ; 
with bounties to induce or enable them to sell as cheaply 
as others abroad ; besides large allowances for the do- 
fence and government of our West more than East India 
possessions ; former restraints removed from their com*- 
merce, as colonies, so that now they may carry and dis- 
pose of their produce as they please, wherever they can 
find amarket.* — They still cry out for more,and Slavery to 

• Oar West India coldoists long complained of tlie hardabip of 
being compelled to bring their Sugars, in the first instance, to 
England only.— Now since tiiej are allowed to carry their produce 
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boot, M a high price for their rdtnctant sntanission, not 
drilling consentj to its Abolition ! — no less than the fall 
Talae, at their own calculation, not only of their slaves, 
bat also of their estates I ! and even then vonld consi- 
der the prohibition of Slavery as an act of injnstice done 
to proprietors— and pat on all the airs of injazed 
innocence!!! 

Slave-holders assome a hig^ tonet and dare to ciy cot 
for jnstice, even ttrict jnstice, on themselves !— Let as 
examine a little the natare of their pretenraons to pro- 
perty in their slaves. 

Certainly, they can have no claim on the slaves them- 
selves, who are entitled to their natural right of freedom 
without fee or reward — and moreover, as already ob- 
served, to recompense for the time past they have been 
imjusdy deprived of this their natural right, derived jrom 
their Creator. — Nor can Slave-holders have any claim 
in Nataral Justice, which cannot recognize deeds in 
themselves unjust — 'tis a solicism in term and in tacL 

direct wherever thej pleaae, or otherwise dispose of it, tbej do 
not seem over elated with tlie booo, nor mach to btuI thenuelTca 
of it — their organ, Hr. Ellis, deolared on Toesday last in the Home 
of Commons, that " not a single ca^a had thus been shipped to 
foreign ports" — nor will foreigners come to deal with them Ua 
Sugar in the dear market of our Colonies — John Boll must take it 
off their hands at an extraTagant price, and even paj h bonnty on 
what (refined) they export abroad.— The fact is, such is the extra- 
vaganoe of their system, that they can hardl j compete wtth others 
in the Foreign HarkeL — But whilst the colonial Restriction last- 
ed, of expottiiig to England, it served them to eomplain of as ■ 
grievance, and a pretext for Protecting Dntias, Sec. exdnnvely in 
their favor. — Now the aforementioned Restrictioii on their trade 
is taken off, and other advantages about being granted to tiiem — 
That [dea oan tbey have for the continuance of protecting dnties 
against Aeir fellow subjeetsinonrBastlndianterritorj? aadoaer- 
ons to the Nation — inilicting on our own people what we cannot 
impose on foreigners, and oram|Hng our Trade at bonu and abroad. 
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— Nor by the general Lana or Equity of our coaotry 
which ordain that no man Bhail benefit by his own wrong, 
and that Restitntion shall be made to the rigfatfnl oimer 
of property and arrears, vnjastly acquired or detained* 
either originally or in prt^ession — no man can have a 
better title to bis estate or effects, than to his own per- 
sonal carcass. — ^Are ReceiTers of stolen goodS) although 
purchasers, allowed to retain them with impunity, or 
entitled to an equivalent on givii^ them up? — yet snch 
is the plea of Slave-holders ! — they cannot come into 
court with clean hands, their claim is vitiated throngs- 
out, in origin and all its stages. 

The Laws of England ordain that every subject shall 
be tree, and entitled to all the rights of men and citi- 
zens — nor has it passed or sanctioned any positive law 
for the maintenance of Slavery in its colonies, integral 
parts of the empire.— Nay, no snch law haa ever been 
euEtcted even by the Colonial Legislatures, 'tis at most 
by crafty implication only — and after all, no human 
laws can supercede the claims of Natural Right.'— Nor 
can West India proprietors plead long usage and pre- 
scription to their property in slaves— for besides the 
long existence of a wrong being no justification of its 
past or further continuance, the act of Injustice has 
been renewed in the person of every slave, from genera- 
tion to generation ; and so far as it concerns each indi- 
vidual slave, cannot have existed longer than during his 
or her time — even supposing that Slave-holders had any 
right to the parents, they conld not thus be entitled to 
theit children.* — Man has no right to enslave Han, 

* B; the bye, I sbonid like to hate the case tried and dedded 
in a CoQTt of JadieatnTe in England, namely, whether all children 
bom iritkin Sie British dominions, whether of slave parents or 
not, are not free by their birth. — By what Latn can any man claim 
diem as his slaves, and let him produce it.— If he cannot weU 
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even with, mach less withoat his consent-^nor can he 
obtain it by purchase, or otherwise, from another. — Still 
more mODstrous is the pretence of right to enUul Slavery 
en the iaaoceDt,' unconscious, irresponsible child from 
the womb to the grave, as the hopeless bitter portion 
of its life. — Neither parents nor children have ever 
entered into any such compact, or forfeited their fres- 
di>m — nor can any claim it from them. 

Slave-holders have no right to complain if their claim 
be alt<^ether rejected, and their system of injustice pat 
an end to — but may deem themselves well off, if they 
sue not obliged to r^und, instead of having to receive — 
pa3t iiijuries to the slaves might be reckoned at least as 
a set off for the present clajnes of their oppressors — but 
in strict justice would leave a heavy balance due from 
them to the party they have so long, so basely, and so 
deeply injured.— The slaves are the aggrieved party, and 
Slave-holders the aggressors— are the Aggressors to be 
bonght off from their mal-practices, and the A^jieved, ' 
who suffer by them, to receive no recompense at their 
hands for past injuries sustained 1 — Slave-holders 
expect, us to be tremblin^y alive to their interest evea 
in doing wrong, but entirely to pass by the just claims 
of theii slaves to redress and atonement from them their 
oppressors. 

The only shadow of plea which Slave-holdera can 
urge with any effect in their favor is, that the National 
Government has connived at, and at least indirectly 
encouraged the current, though it has never guarranteed 

establish such claun, what a sweeping retroBpection wonid it brin; 
over Slave-holders, who have ao long held in captivity free bora 
children of (he present and past g:enerations — nay, horrible to say, 
eveD their own offspring. — At least they may be glad to componod 
for past delinquency, by henceforth giving up such i 
pretensions. 
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the perpetual existence of ^aTer; in onr coloaiefl.— 
This is to the disgrace, of both parties— to the govern- - 
ment in aUowiog its sabjects to conunit wroDg with im- 
ponity — and to the latter in taking; advantage of sach 
unwarrantable permission to do evil>— What mnst we. 
think of the Honor and Conscience of those pseudo 
GentUmen the hangh^ Planters, &c. who will per- 
petrate such enonnities, if only allowed to do so with" 
out legal pains and penalties? 

Bat at length the Government grown more wise and 
virtuous seeks, it professes, to put an. end to the atroci- 
ous system — as base and infamons in itself; unjust and. 
cruel to its enslaved subjects; impolitic and injuiions to 
the nation ; and not so beneficial as the Reform proposed- 
even to Slave-holders themselves. — These considera- 
tions might well induce and jnstUy the Government to 
coerce the Colonists, and leave them, as on the prohibi- 
tion of thoir slave trade with Africa, to find a Recom- 
pense solely in the advantages they would derive from 
such reformation and improvement of their system. 

The better mode of cultivation and general manage^ 
ment it would be sure to induce; the increased labour 
and produce by fewer hands, and those free, willing, 
and satisfied agents ; the greater security of person and 
^operty to the white colonists ; the redemption of their 
character from the guilt and odium of holding their 
fellow creatures in slavery; wiUi other consequent 
advantages; would prove a sufficient recompense to 
proprietors for even the gratuitous emancipation of their 
slaves, without any other remuneration. 

However, as the Government has hitherto by its guilty, 
connivance and encouragement induced West India 
proprietors, though against the plainest dictates of 
justice and humanity, to invest capital in slaves, which 
are henceforth to cease being marketable commodities—. 
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•o h may be necessary to compensate pK^Ietora fet 
ffDch loss of interest in their slaves et the esistinff race, 
beyond which, they can bare no claiins — and throwing 
into the bargain any adrantages they may hereaftec 
derive from sach change to a better system, as a bonus 
fbr their Aitare enoooragement. 

Urns ttien, let-Slave-hcrfders lower deir tone and their 
terms — ■ their claim is not very tenable m itsdf, or 
creditable to themselves— and if admitted at all, it will 
be more as a boon in espediency, than as their right in 
strict jnstice. — They have long chosen to incur the 
odium of enslaving their fellow creatures for sake o( Uio 
supposed profits, and in leaving off wiUi a doceor, let 
them with their usual philOB<^hy-~.pooket the A0T(mt 
with the Money ^ - 

By the plan here proposed, it is provided that vSi 
slaves of the existing race, freed by the Act, above 7 
years of age at the time of general emaDCipation, shoold 
continue to serve their former owners gratuitously as 
freed servants, until tiiey arrive at the'age of 34. — This,' 
according to the usnal calculation of proprietors, is even 
more than sufficient, under good management, to repay 
their capital, principal and interest, invested in ordi- 
nary able bodied slaves — and therefore would al<»ie bo 
more than enough for their sheer indemnification ; and 
thos will slaves have over worked out their freedom. — • 
However this may be, proprietors must admit that they' 
have thus the full nse and benefit of such freed servants- 
onti] tiie age of thirty-fonr as much to all intents and 
purposes, as thongh they remained their slaves, having- 
only to provide them such necessaries, and otherwise 
w^ treat them, as Stave-holders dedare is already 
enjoined by Law, and further done by voluntary practice, 
at least it ongbt to be so — they must likewise retain and 
take care oi their in^cicnt hands wider the presoit- 
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system. — And alUfoogb in strict justice, do man i« 
bound to serve another against his wiU, or on terms ha 
does not a^ree to— yet such for- a lime will be the 
metdied relicks of the dare system, even after ab<^ 
ished, that the welfare of the existinjr race of slavies, 
reqaires this ctmoession on their part, and also the in- 
terest of their owners renders necessary such an arnuige- 
ment, to well escape the entanglements left by the pre- 
▼ions loi^ existing state of Uiings. 

Let eadi slave of the present race, on attaining the age 
of thir^-fonr, freed by the Act, and all those who may 
be above that age, but excepting those under seven 
years, at the time of general rananoipation ; be ap- 
jHraised according to their individual worth, on a fak 
scale of valuation, and the Amount sunk inb> an 
Aanoity on the life of each, to be paid by the Natii^i 
half-yearly, or at other fixed periods, to the former 
owner, m his representative, of sucji emancipated slave. 
— Thus wduld proprietms receive the fairvalue of ^eir 
slaves at the time as a marketable commodity. 
Without entwing here into a rigid enquiry bow far 

' in-stiict jnstice the Nation is bound to grant such indeni- 
nity to Slave-holders — at any rate, let it generously 

. accede to the necessity and expedient^ <f[ Hie case— it 
will be well rewarded by the happy results — ammg the 
rest. Slave-holders will be l^t withont excuse for loagw 
seeking to persevere in their tdwrninable system — and in 
the l(mg run, it will prodnce a saving to the nation, l^ 
admitting a fair ccMnpetttion. at least of East and Wort 
Indian snbjei^ts, into the market in due time after the 

. Abolition of Slavery. — ^The Nation has long sutmiitted 
to pay immense sums in beunties, protecting dntiee, 
maintenance of troops, SFc. for the suf^Ktrt of slavery, 
and im{xt>vident nanagement-^and now may well net 

-ITudge a.lMW amouot in aggregate and duration, fortb* 
D 
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'estifeblishmeBt (^ a beitt«r systen. — Nay, ereti wore it to 
reqsire a larger and longer contribntioD, it wo«ld be £ur 
better aj^lied than, as hitherto, in npholding an inGn- 
XQOBs system of Slavery ; and a coarse (mT extTara^ance, 
absenteeship, olc general ne^ct or mismaaagement of 
their affairs, or rapacity fw iamrdiDate gains, by West 
India pn^rietors. — And although it may seem hard lliat 
the Nation shonld be bound by Uie uijust acts of its 
Government — ^yet let it be noted, that every mas, 
woman, and child, in Great &itain, have for centuries 
been, and sdU actually are, abettors of, and participa- 
tors in the iniquitous system, by being purchases and 
daily consumers of the gailty produce of Slavery — that 
too when they may gratify themselves with the same 
laxnries, the production of &eemen,tiieir fellow subjecbi 
in our Eastern possessions. — WMst this is the case — 
are we not voluntary supporto^ of Slavray, and sab- 
-Stantial participators in the flagitioaB system, whidi 
•conld not exist witbont us as purdiasers and consumers 
—how much longer shall we continue to be so ? 

Nor will this proposed Indenmity to Slave-holders 
-fall heavily, <ff all at oiKe <m the Nation.— Slaves of tke 
existing race under 7 years of age at the time of general 
emancipation, are not tims to be paid fin<~a]id oidy a 
cMtain priqmrtian of theii seniors will have attained the 
age of 34 at that period, those who have net, wffl only 
"be to be gradually purdiased as they do — sevnal will 
Bever reach it at all ; and 4ose who may, will be mncb 
depreciated in valne at that advanced stage of Ufe.'^ 
' Females generally will be less valuable than the dmu 
- — tfid many of hoA sexes, from age, -i^nnity, aad 
■ otJier causes, will be of little or no vidne at all as ft 
marketable commodity. — AH to be purchased mm to be 
paid for by Annuity, and not advance of prindpal, 'nUdi 
-will pFov9 tbe best mdnoeioent for ouuten t* cberidi 



3dbvGoo^[e 



SI 

die IJTes of thee* on whom thfif bars anmutfes ; be drawn 
gmduaHy ftom tb« nattim; and lives wilt eootinnaUy 
drop off, redacing the amount, 'till the wfaole is extin- 
guished. 

The foUowing is a sketch of expense for Redemption 
of all slsres on the data proposed in the foregeiitg plan. 

The total noinber of slaves in our "West India colo- 
nies has been variODsIy stated from 7 to 800,000— let 
OS take the medinm. Id est, 750,000 — of these say one- 
fifth— that is 150,000 axe under 7 years of age, and not 
to be paid for, except by their services np to the age of 
34. — lliis leaves 600,000 to be purchased at their stand- 
ing worth on attaining the age of 34. 

The average worth of slaves each, taking one with 
another, good, bad, and indifferent, the females with the 
males, the old with the young, the profitable with the 
less efficient, or totally useless, may I think be fairiy 
rated at say £60. starling per head.— And reckoning 
the prime of their life to be from 20 to 45 years of age, 
and their powers of service preceding ttie age of 20, aa 
about equivalent to the same after having attained tha 
age of 46— then at the age of 34, three-fifths of their 
prime or worth may be reckoned as past and gone — the 
remaining two-fifths constituting thtir valne at that 
period of life, or £34. per head— this on 600,000, amounts 
to £14,400,000*— principal worth, to be paid for by An- 
nul^, which in no case oug^t to exceed say 12 per cent 
en any life, averaging on the whole at say 7i per cent, 
id est, £lfi80fl00 per annum during their lives — more 
will be under thui at or over the age of 34 at &e time 
of general emancipation — but afterwards foe some years 
to come, the lives to be paid for will increase, during 
which period, say two-thirds of the amount of annuities 
tor the whole 600,000 lives to be thus purchased may 
be taken as a fait estimate of the annual expense to the 
D 2 
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Nation, i. e. £^20,000 a year, notil Uvea iiop off faster 
tliaD tbey acciue, and tbe wbola is extingoisbed. 

750,000 total number of slares. 

150,000 under 7 yeturs of kge, not to be bougbt. 



600 000 1 ^ ^^ purchased at average rate of £24. aler- 
' ( ling a head. 



720 000-J **' whole for soms yearn to come, till they 
' I decrease by dropping of lires, and the wboU 



£14,400,000 total principal worth at 34 years of age. 

1 080 000 f ^^' ^'''*""'' ®^ annuities at average of 7j per 
' ' ( cent. 

{average yearly amount of annuities at two-thirds 
of the whole for E '"' ' 

decrease by drop 
is extinguished. 

Thas far the annual snm of £720,000 for only a few 
years to come, may all slaves be redeemed, and their 
owners amply indemnified. — A tax of only one half- 
penny per poand on West India sugar imported for 
home consamption, would produce sufficient for the pur- 
pose; — the bounties and protecting duties of much 
greater amount, now granted for the support of Slavery, 
mig^t be withdrawn ; and the Abolition of Slavery ac- 
complished with less expense whilst it lasts, and would 
Boon entirely cease to the Nation. 

By the plan proposed, the claims and wants of pro- 
prietors are provided for as far as expedient — foor-fifUis 
of the present race of slaves, freed by the Act, are to work 
for their former owner gratuitously up to the age of 34, 
(more than their general valae at the usual rate of slave 
laboar) and then to be purchased at their standing 
worth by the Nation — ^likewise their services for lift, 
if necessary, secured to him at trifling wages, to be paid 
only whilst they are sufficiently able-bodied and efficient. 
— The other onc-fifdi, id est, slaves under 7 years of age 
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'Bt -die time. Rod freed by -tiie act of general emnncipatioa, 
are to gire their gratBitons terrices up to the a|;e of 24 — 
and afterwards to provide for themselTes, also snfficieBt 
for their master's indemnificatioD, convemence, and 
' profit — he will also be farther entitled to the same ad- 
vantage from ail children, if reared b; him, henceforth 
bom of the present race of his slaves above 7 years of 
age when freed by the Act. — Masters will be endowed 
with all dne power for every good and necessary pur- 
pose— and no retrospection of past delinqaences will 
be brought against Slave-holders. 

Hese aie the sacrifices made by the Slaves and by 
the Nation — what sacrifice make Slave-holders 1 — if 
any. comparatively trifling— which ought they to gradge 
in ftutherance of so good a cause ; and as some atone- 
ment for their past injustice. — The terms here proposed 
are as much in their favour, if not more so, as the gene- 
ral expediency of the case, and necessary conceasiona 
of all parties concerned will allow. — ^Are Slave-holders, 
though the most guilty, to be the only party exempt 
from sacrifice 1 — if they object, ought they not to be 
compelled? 

Certainly the National Government might take a 
' shorter cheaper course, and yet provide for the indemnity 
of proprietors, at least for their able-bodied slaves, by 
eimply allowing them the gratuitous service of such 
slaves, until they had thus worked out their frreedom 
at a lair valuation— for instance, take Mr. Bickell's 
statement of the present terms of slave hire for labour- 
ers in Jamaica at £30. currency each per annum, clear 
of aU expense tO' the owner. — This in 7 years would 
produce £140. exactly £100. sterling, which is mudl 
above the average worth per head of able-bodied slaves 
as labourers. — But allowing the owner their gratuitous 
services up to the age of 34, as here aforementioned. 
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and reckoniag oaly the commeucemeat of tinat piuu 
from tlie a^ of 18 or even SO — thi« would ^re 14 years 
(tf their fall vigor for indeomi^ of their owner, besides 
wbatevw profit be nay previoualy derive from thrir 
s^vices up to the age of SO—wUch cwtBiuly altogethw 
mj^t be ccmsidared as more than a receipt in fall Ux 
tile discharge of mery audi slave, and leave a smphw 
boBOs to the owner, which might serve as a set off for 
i»y deficiency of profit from his less effideot slaves.^- 
Thus taking one with another, die whole eiHui present 
race aforesaid, by serving gratoitonaly np to the ajge of 
34. might be reckoned to have more than worked ont 
then fveedom* and indemnified their proprietor by the 
, wor& of their labou, Ie«viBg a balamie in favour of 
slaves l^ss profitable to thek owner, who after aU mvt 
tfUce the bad with the good, tmder the present system — 
or even rate the price of slave labour as low as £15. 
owreBcy £10. 14«. 3^tf. sterling a year fea: each, clear (tf 
^ expense, this would be amply si^cient for the pw- 
.pose— Let it ^Iso he rensarked, that nany slaves will 
be above the %ge of 2*4 at the time of general emat)c^>a- 
tion, whenever it may take place, and amcfa greater 
Jeqgtia of their gratoitoos service, which cannot be le- 
iiaUed, nor well accounted foi^ must of course be pfo- 
oortionftliy intH^ in favor of the owner. — Ox Govermoaqt 
Bntajht "Only allow annuities on disabled slaves fix their 
sBpp9i4 by tiieir master — but this would beget intricacy. 
Indefinite eo^i^ise, and most likely imposition. 

We recommend in preference, as most expedient, the 
jilan attoe suggested, of allowing owners the gratuitous 
pervice op ift 'the age of S4 of aJlL their slaves, the profit- 
pble with i^ less t^dent, of the pxesent mce above 
7 jiears a£ age at the time, and fiieed by the Act of 
£enf»al eBiljanc^>atuul, and then purohasing them by 
annuity at their iadiyiduul worth, havin^r attained thjit 
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«et), clueflji hecftiue not. oiJy <mgh.% we ii«t to tn to«t 
n^^fudy with West India proprietors iu puUi»g an 
end k» tbeif slare Hystem, we lure Mtheito giaated un- 
menae suas fof its support, and ought Htot to be too 
paraimonious in the moe laudable achsme df getting 
rid of it — they are also generally erabazmascd men, we 
aoe likewise actii^ against their prejudices and notions 
of interest, and liberality on this occasion may be 
deemed neceasary for them, and the most likely means 
t» induce their eonaent and co-opemtien. — ^We also 
coutei^ate the withdrawal hereafter of the unjnst and 
in^Kiiitic bounties and protecting duties on their 
)BDdiice.-~Sot more espedaily becanse by the present 
aystem pioprietors are allowed the gmtnitoos serYices 
^ ihdi slaves of all sorts, not only for their shew ior 
demni%atioB, but also any extra profit slaves nay 
yidd dnxingthe whole of their lives. — By the plan heva 
pn^tosed for general emancipation, wq also still saddle 
Ae master with attachment and maintenance of all 
daves aforementioned of the present race, for life if 
ueoeasary, many of them disabled or otherwise unprofit- 
able subjects, though this is no more than at present 
eiyoioed by the slave system, yet it leaves blm the good 
with the bad. — We also tximpel him to payment of 
wages to able-bodied servants of the present race of 
slaves on attaining a certain age, which is not enjoined 
by the slave system — and though it may be expected he 
would be sufficiently coibpensated for anch allowance 
qf tieigea, by the increased exertions of such servant^ 
' 4>Q his aoconnt, yet to entitle oB to impose such new 
terms on the master, we ought first to purchase tb6 
slave at a fair valnation, according to the present usage, 
before we thus re-let him as a freed servant, if we act 
on the principle of Indemnification. — This, under ex- 
isting circumstances, can be best done by altowing sm^ 
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Rlave tn the first iBstfljK;e to wotk gratoitMuly for hU 
owner, up to a certain age, as at present, aD,d then pay- 
hig in money his remtining worth at that period .—^There 
are also Mortgages, Animities, and other claims on 
slares, whiofa will reqnire, and can thus be made good, 
as under the present system.* 

I come now to speak more particalarly of compen- 
sation to proprietors for slave children nnder 7 yean 
<tf age at the time of general emancipation. 

A slave at its birth, is nsnally estimated to be worth 
£5. — and at the age of 7 years as worth £15. — ^Bot if 
the owner then sell such slave, he must of course give 
tip all its fbtnre services to the purchaser. — Now by the 
plan proposed, instead of baying, we allow the slave to 
veik for his owner gratoitoosly up to the age of 24— 
*nd afterwards to provide for himself.— Proprietors 
usually calculate tha^ under good management, slave 

* Hiose [uTing Uor^^ges, Anniiitiea, or nay other olwci* on 
'riares, ma; have them .ai fally made good b; the plan here pro- 
poaed, as aoder a system of SlKvery. — FroprietoTS will be allowed 
the gratui tons services of all thcii slaves of the present race, above 
7 years old when freed by the Act, until they attain the age of 
34, the sam6 as thoogh diey remained their slaTes — and beside* 
'having their ser^ces afterwards secared to them for life, if ne- 
cessary ,- at trifling wages, will then (at the age of 34) receive their 
fair 'Value in way of Aaauity, which will answer all demands 
upon them to the ainonnt of theii worth. — And in many cases of 
infirmity, &o. the annuities will last longer than the services of 
those on whom they are granted, who otherwise as slaves most 
liave been supported by their owner without any provision for his 
indemnlfloation.— Or the secority on tlavti may be transfered to * 
Ae toU, and Ihns rendered mote valuable. — Proprietors will also 
b« allowed the gratuitoas services np to the age of 34 of all slave 
children under 7 years of age when freed by the Act ; and of all 
children, if reared by them, bom free of parents their former slaves 
above 7 years old when freed by the Act of general emancipation— 
iqtdte enoagh fw Indeanification and profit. 
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tMldnai at tlte-ftge of 7 yeiurs be^ to repay by fht^ 
serriceB tbe trifling expense of haviDg reared them ; and 
it ma; be reckoned that by the end of the next 7 yearst 
they have at lea«t indemnified their owner for all such 
expense on their account up to the age of fourteen. — ^Tbe 
Rocceeding ten years is thus I^t for hia farther indemni- 
fication and profit; comprehending in that climate <^ 
preoosity aboat 7 yeara (say from 17 to 24) of the prime 
of life, which according to the present Talne of slave 
laboor aftse stated, without reck<ming the preceeding 
years up to 17, is at least fiilly sufficient to purdiaae 
the fee simile of any ordinary able-bodied slare, ao of 
coarse to answer any claims to the amount of his or her 
worth — and at such youthful period of life (up to the 
age of 24) they are likely to prove efficient and profit- 
able serrants.— Moreover, proprietors will also have 
been paid, in sNvice and money, the full value of all 
parents of such children, except in a few cases of the 
demise of such parents during the short interval between 
the birth of the child and time of general emancipation — 
and even in such cases, they will hare had the services 
of the parents as slaves during the whole of their lives, 
and must take the chance of- the death of their slaves 
whether in early life or late.— Thus far in fac^ will tbey 
have been Mly paid the worth of two generati<Hi8— id 
est, parents and children.— And after all, 'tis very ques- 
tionable, whether proprietors have ever bad any legal 
rig^t to the children even of their unredeemed slaves.-— 
At any rate, we must stop somewhere, and why not at 
the c^droi of those whose emancipation has been fafly 
bought and paid for in service and money — and sudi 
obildien being bound to serve their ipother's ivttam 
owner gratuitously up to the age of 24 — in itself soffi- 
cdent for his remuneration on their account. — Gt vre 
may also pay (voprietofs of 9ucb children a pecaniary 
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boms JB oases <^ orpkui slare* o^s, vIkmo pwmli 
faave died b«twe«i t)ke bittb of the cJtold aad timv «r 
geaeral emtuwipatioB, uaredtemed hj the ^«tM»— aaj 
jClS. for each socb child at 7 yean of age.— Tbese cases 
will be c<«apaTati.veIy few, and .so fall lightly vta ths 
Country. — Miuteis will also be geo^ally allowed the 
gratuitous seiricM, op to the age of 24, of all children! 
if reared by th«n, faoTH after the time of general eman- 
cipation, o£ the present race of their slaves above 7 
years of age when freed by the Act, which is a further 
advantage ui Aeir favour — and will not have to provide 
§01 any beyond the tenn of their servitude.—^. B. Iq 
Cfdonbia, since the 2nd year of its independence, all 
eMldrea of slaves are made &ee, and released from 
the obligaticw of serving their owner, at the age of Id — 
withoat any other compensation to the proprietor. 

Bntif oar West India proprietws insist that unless 
sneh slave children, under 7 years of age at ^« tima 
ef g^OBl enianc^ation, are puicbased, aa their parents, 
with money at a fair valuation at the time of sale — they 
Hraain the proper^ of th«ir owner as bom slavey and 
nay be so treated to all intents and purposes. — And if 
McA claimants are to be indulged in their rapacity tQ 
the ntm^st letter of their inequitable bond saddled on 
Goveiammt, solely by, its fo^aer section of Slavery— r 
U they Buist have their " pound of flesh," why then 
ns the best and cheapest mode (unless such cbildrea 
aforesaid, ao susce^tiblfi of education and an e3;tensioQ 
«f priviiege, ore to be abandoned to the same fate as all 
their seniors of the present race of slaves, ^ rendered 
fteo agents too l«te i« life) the Katiov bad better 
pnwbase (beta at Aw liepvted TfJne at7y^ar«of ««]e^ 
i. «, £1&. p«r head ; or buying the whole of soch «bilT 
d*en. vt once of all rwgmg ages, not ej^oeeding 7 yean* 
•t the tim« ^ pusins the. Act, ^vy mtt^ amrtg^ at 
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tbe Mia of sqr &Bi «Mb, taiubf we with imotker. 
—Tbis on ISOfOOO, the Btimb«r afere estimated, wlH 
add (me nuUioo and a half priocqial money to the 
MBoimt of expense fot genwal enumcipation, cilI<»> 
Iftted at page fiS. 

Bnt this demafld oogbt to be resiMed by GoTenwtent^ 
aa asjart in itadS, eneroas to the Nation, and most exoi>- 
bitant oa die part of Slave-holdtfs, who, without tiiia 
exaction, oa^t to be content aad tiiankfol for (he liberal 
tenns otherwise accorded them — especially as after aU» 
in vtdet Justice, they are not entided to any compensa- 
Ucw for cea«LBgi>om holdiagthMr fUlow creatures and 
fellow subjects in Slavery — that too within the firitiali 
dtnuimoiul 

Hiuin is another daas in SlaTery, namely, people of 
colenr, theor ease is even more deferable than that of 
the negzoe 8lBvea.>-For tbongh a negroe has as much 
light in atrict jastice to be free as the lighter ahadei^ 
eren inclading the White,— yet tbe people of cc^ov 
generally, enslared or £ree, being more enlig4itened and 
ciTiyaed tlian the negroes at present; feel more aenstUy 
the degradation of their condition as sJarcs— and 
i4)proaiching more nearly tbe White in cokmr, intdli» 
genctv and refinement, excite in a greater de^e oar 
comaaiueration. — These too, down t* the UnlaliOe in*- 
elusive, horrible to say, are al] irtiite men's dnidwa 
held «t alHuidoned by their &ther8 in l^aTeiy.— A)id 
those fathers Englidimen 1 

The alaTea of coUyoi may be generaBy considered at 
heaat a genemtioB before the negroe daves is knowledgt 
and civiliKitieB; and if froed and ondar good treatment 
we the nabval allies of the Widtes from cca»[mguintty» 
mutual interest, and safety, among a proponderatiag 
■egroe popid&ttaai ; and na^ with safety and adrantege 
be at «nce aicbnittcd to an exteosim <f privilege. 
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Let nil ladi ilaves of colour, dowh to HtilatfoAs 1n- 
tilusire, of the age of 24 and upwards, if able-bodied 
and not too far advanced in life, at the time of ganeral 
emancipation, be at once not only rendered free, bat 
also released from all attacbraent of servitade to tfaelr 
late owner, and allowed to act as fiee agents at large in 
the community. — The men being mostly, as they are, 
brought up to handicraft trades, or other asefnl callings* 
will be able to gain a livelihood and prore useful mem- 
bers of society, especially in the employment of the 
Whites ; as will also the females of coloor in 'various 
itTocatioiis, particulariy as domestic serrants on hire in 
white families. 

Let all such slaves of colour serve thek owner 
grataitoasly up to the age of 24, or to whatever age they 
may have attained at the time of general emancipation 
•—which, according to the usual rate of slave hire, and 
commonly the superior service of sudi slaves, being 
mechanics) flee, will generally be sufficient to compen- 
sate the owner for the worth of such slaves. — But let the 
proprietor also be paid the sum of say £30. sterling per 
head for every such slave, taking one with anotiier, at 
the time of their diachaige, — except fathers holding their 
cMdren of colour in slavery, who ought to be coupled 
to liberate and provide for them, without receiving any 
bonus from the Nation. 

The slaves of colour in our West Indies, down to 
Hnllattoes inclusive, may amount to about say 80,000 
—which at £30. each, will require £1,600,000— to be 
paid in principal instead of annnity, as they attain the 
proper age, and wQl not otherwise increase the expense 
afore stated for the redemption of slaves of every 
description. 

Slaves of colonr too fu advancedin lifeorotherwiae 
incapacitated frcna supporting themselves, at the tim« 
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of general emancipatloii, must renudn attached to the 
estate or establishmoBt to vhich they belong, be taken 
care of, and their master indemnified on the same 
terms as paid by the Nation for other slaves freed by 
the Act. 

I shall not here enter into the ai^oment with pro- 
prietws, wbe^er they are tfaas as folly indemnified for 
their slaves of coloar, as for their negroe slaves — bat 
cot the matter short, by insisting on the necessity of the 
case — and on this the National Government oaght to be 
peremptory. — Abominable! that Englishmen should 
sordidly estimate every thing, even hnman rights and 
liberty nnjusUy withheld, at their supposed vrorth in 
pounds, shillings, and pence — and expect to be so paid 
to the last fraction, before they restore them!* 

* Tbe following is a goodly example for the iroitfttion of Stave- 

holders. — Colonel It , a white inhabitant of the parish of Hano* 

ver in Jamaica, wished to purchase the freedom of a Malattoe 
female slave and his Ave children by her, also siaTes by their birth, 
beloDging to Welcome estate in the same parish.— The proprietor, 
John Vincent, Parriei, now of SI. Helen's Place, London, gena- 
Tonsly allowed him to fix his own price, which he did at £300. cnr- 
teacj for the whole lot. — For this Mr. P. liberated the Mother and 
her five children — these six slaves all together, were reckoned 
fairly worth £S0O. cnnency, as marketable commodities. 
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PART II. 



■fjETT Weflt (ndiA proprietors also remember that (hey 
itave long, and still continue to reo^ve iouiesse tnam 
IVirai the NatioD in boanties, protecting duties, ftc. to 
Mster np their extravagant aad losiHg systen— which 
voold already go liur to pan^ase Hh fee simple of aU 
'titear slaTes. 

It is not protM^e that this onerotis, Hnjsst, and in- 
politic laviahment will be maiA longer borne hj flu 
Nation — and West India proprietors had better be pre- 
pared for its cessation. — However, give them a fau* start 
OQ better plans asd manageament, with all oeoessary 
Assistance and encoaragement; vrfaen, tf they cannot 
-go alone, and compete willi others (at leaat their fellow 
' snlijectB) in the market — tften leave them to themitelTes, 
«nd West India affairs to find their proper hn-el. 

It irader good management estates wiU not yi^ a 
lair profit totheirownets, with justice to ottters, 'tis hi|^ 
time to abandon the naturally and incorrigible losing 
ooDcenL — ^At any rate, if vre most continue for ever to 
holBter up West India Interest, though against that «f 
4be NarioB — at least, let it not be in suj^wrt of an in^ 
moBS system of Slavery, nOr as a substitute for ft&t 
dealif^g, reasonable expectations, and good management, 
r-If they expect the Nation to help them, let them also, 
.as far as they can, he^ themselves, and make the most 
of their own fair and natural resources, really idtluo 
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their power. — At least far more than at present, and I 
Terily believe all that U needful for their due prosperity 
(such is the capability of West India afl^irs andw 
proper management) may be efiscted by their own exer- 
tioDS alone, if fairiy clear of the slave system, and past 
imprudent embarrassmoit* — bat this they avade, and 
will never thoroughly set about until compelled — and 
then are likely to do well enough — or should they require 
aid, will at least better deserve it. 

Instead of almiug at fair and reasonable profits, 
arising from natural means and good management, im- 
plying care and moderation, they prefer au artificial 
system of forced and unrequited (so mistakenly supi- 
posed tfie least expensive) labour of slaves; with pn^- 
tecting duties to secure a monopoly of the htuae maiket; 
and bounties to enaUe them to deal abroad ; and so dis- 
pense with prudence, and gratify their extravagance or 
avarice on easiear terms. — As long as we continue thus 
to indulge their improvidence or cupidity, they will so 
go on, nay, lay us under greater contributions if tb^ 
«an — and after all, are generally beggaring themsdves, 
as wellas fleecing the nation, and oppressing their slaves. 
— Would it not be kind to theii interest and character, 
as well as just to others, to force them into better 
measures, for their own safe^, honor, and welfare, in 
«pito of themselves— hereafter tbey nfay be thankiul— ■ 



* Those who Bre in a state of iDsolvencj, fram wbaterer etniA, 
OT oQieTwise cannot well carry on Ueir coDcenis, or uttrieate 
tbemMlves, cannot expect the Nation .to d9 it for tliein — fktej 
Buist, as in all soch cases, give up or dispose, of tbetr pn^cr^ 
uid effecta, or make the best airangement thcf can, fortunate if 
tbey can save any thing out of the fire — then their estates will 
([aDerally get into fresb hands, who will stnrt free, and may, wifh 
■officient cwpiM and good inan^«Beiit, do -well eaouf ta for Iketa- 
ubea. 
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Jit any rate, we shall have done our duty to them, to 
our West India black and coloured subjects, to our 
Eastern brethren, and to the Nation. 

If th»% be really any innate and insuperable canse to 
prevent the due prosperity of West India affairs, under 
prc^r manag:ement, without the continnance of slavery, 
bounties, protecting daties, and with all the factitious 
aid hitherto afforded them are still a drooping concern, 
crying out for more and more help — then why should 
we seek thus to npho)d them, against the soundest 
principles of political economy, when we can obtain the 
same tropical produce, with all fair and natural com- 
mercial advantages, on better terms, from our Eastern 
possessions, and even fVom Foreigners. 

West India proprietors in trying to shew they are in 
such a predicament, overshoot the mark, and are 
proving too much for their purpose, by demonstrating 
that it is not worth onr while at such rate to support 
them. 

West India afiairs either can or cannot shift for them- 
selred by&ir and natural means-^if tbey can, then why 
do not proprietors make the most of their resources— 
if they cannot, then why should we attempt to bolster 
np such a losing, and even nefarious concern, by nnjust 
and impolitic meaanres — let them get out of this di- 
lemma how they can. 

They boast of the six millions a year, they say they 
bring to our Revenue.'— Why at least two mHIioas of 
this are aonnalty lost to the nation, in bounties, pro- 
tecting duties, expenses for the defence, government, 
&c. of onr West India colonies — and the whole of the 
daties on imported tropical produce are paid by the 
consumer, not by the grower-^-so that the same clear 
daties might be levied, were we to purchase trom onr 
East India subjects, or even fVom foreigners — and at 
E 
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least two mUlions a year saved by takiag off the pra* 

tecting duties, &c. which now also' shut out cheaper 
prodnctioiui, and prevent a greater conanmption. 

Then as for the importation of English raw or mana- 
factured articles into our West India colonies — 'tis 
probably not near so great as mi^t be expected would 
take place in oni East India possessions, if the trade 
in Sogar, 8lc. were thrown open to fair comgetitiou — 
indeed, we might secure great commercial advantages 
from both parties. — And where could onr West India 
colonists go, even if they were independent, to find a 
better madtet to buy or to seli, especially with their 
En^ish habits—see the continued trade between as and 
the American States since their separation — and after 
all, 'tis at least questionable, whether onr most profit- 
able commerce is not with the world at lai^e, rather 
than with our encumbering colonies, except peihaps at 
first establishing the English language and habits 
among them — see the flourishing trade of the American 
States without possessing any colonies.— And bow 
much greater would be the trade between ns and oar 
West India colonies, particularly the importation and 
consumption of English goods for the immense Uack 
and coloured population, if Slavery were Abolidied, and 
the negroes and people of , colour accumulating properly. 
—See the much greater consumption (^ foreign and do- 
mestic articles by the free blacks and coloured ppople, 
than tbe slaves, in the American Stat<^ ; and by tbe 
presoit citizens of Hayti, than the former slaves of St. 
Domingo. — Here is a mine of wealth, yet comparatively 
unimproved for the Mother country and her colonies. 

West India proprietors say, " that they have as mudi 
ri^t to Protecting Duties, &c. as the English land- 
lords to Com Laws in favour of their prodooe" — per- 
haps 80, bnt they must first prove that the Ian<dlords of 
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England have any such right in equity or soand policy 
to inffict high prices on the Nation, by keeping out 
cheaper productions, cramping our commerce, and 
shameiiilly fleecing the poor in obtainiug the Staff tff 
I4ft. — However, iiujuat and impolitic as are our Com 
Laws, they chiefly aim at giving preference to our home 
ever the same foreign commodity. — Whereas, the pro- 
tecting, duty iu favor of West India sugar, the pn>- 
daction of slavery, is a special partialis shewn to our 
colonists in the West, to the detriment of our Eastern 
subjects, who furoish the article by the labour of freemeu, 
could on lower terms supply the nation, and probably 
take more of our home productions in return. — More- 
ov^i, our Com Laws aj^ar on the point of being re- 
pealed or modified, and saoceeded by a more just and 
eolightened policy. 

West Indians tell os " to reform the state of Ireland,, 
bf^bro we meddle with their system of Slavery." — ^This_ 
is a home thrust to be sure — but what does it do for 
them? — 'Why only shews that others are allowed to 
(yranize ae well as themselves ; and is this the best ex-, 
cuse they can find for their own acts of oppression 1 — a 
^re sign of a bad cause, which cannot better defend, 
itself— they seek to justify their own, by raking up the^ 
delinquency of others. — However, Government, must 
expe<;t to have svch exanqilea thrown in its teeth. 
— Heaven knows the state of Ireland is bad enough, 
and needs reform ; but not so bad neither as, or any, 
^tification of West India Slavery. —And now, at 
length. Government seems really disposed to render full 
justice to Ireland, — West Indians also say, that abuse, 
of power is suffered to exist in our Eastern dominions' 
~At any rate, Eng^hmen ^ere are not allowed to be 
Slare-hoIder» 

West India proprietors now cry out for some 

E 2 
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measnrei to bring tbeir Sugar into use instead of Gram 
for our distilleries.— Certainly, as Britisli subjects, thqr 
are entitled to every facility and fair encooragement for 
the disposal of tfaeir produce in the home market — bat no 
force work, infliction of high prices, or other incon> 
Tenience on the nation, or injury to any part of our sub- 
jects — and least of all in faror of Slaveholders. — Let 
them get rid of that stigma, then let us do for them all 
we fairly can, and even be generous as fu- as expedient. 

Let them avail themselves to the utmost of tbeir fair 
and natural resources, which are great, many, sufficient, 
and iar more calculated for their real welfare, than thd 
present artilicia), unjust, and inefficient system. — Mr. 
Huskisson's Bill on Colonial Trade, now brought into 
Parliament, and so much in tbeir favor, will greatly tend 
to develop tbeir capabilities, encrease their means, ex- 
Cite their energies, and place their bonest prosperity 
on a proper basis— which let ns promote as far as we 
can with justice and good policy. 

The most natural, fair, and eligible mode for Govern- 
ment to afibrd relief to our West India proprietorSf 
besides the provisions in Ur. Hnskisson's Bill now- 
pending in Puliament, would be to reduce the duties on 
their produce to the peace rate, say of 1791— or as 
nearly so as our revenue will admit, which would induce 
a greater ' consumption — this our colonists and the 
nation have a rig^t to expect — but then, even if we con- 
tinue to allow, at least for a time, the present bounties 
on re-exportation of West India, the restrictive duties 
against £a&t India sugars should be withdrawn, which 
would be so much saved to the Nation, and a fair ocfln- 
petition admitted in the home maiket between our East 
and West India subjects, though briber duties, as at 
present, if deemed politic, might still be levied on 
Foreigners. -It would also be more politic and equitable 
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.to withdraw at once the bounty on exportation rrom 

. fbgland of refined West India sugar, and freely allow 
the pluiters and others to ntanofaclure lefined sngara 
of any qnality and quantity in the colonies, to use and 
dispose of aa they please. 

Let the duties on East and West India sugars b« 
at least eqnalised, id est, the same on each ; or which 
woold be far more equitable, rated according to 
classification of quality.— This our West Indians need 
not dread ; their sugars possess a stronger saccrine pro- 
perty, and are better mannfactured, so will conunonly , 
command a preference in the market. — They hare also 
a much shorter transit in their favor. — These, and 

. other circumstances are their great, natural, and perma- 
nent advantages, winch they may safely rely on (with 
general good management) . rather than meanly and nn- 
justly seeking to exclude their Eastern brethren who 

.after all at least as yet can only famish an inferior 
cODUnodi^, brought from a far greater distance.* 

* A plain and praodcal Pamphlet, lately pnblisbed by Hatobard, 
en Eut India sugar, shews tbat its quality may be greatly im- 
proTed, especially in poiot of strength, by a better process than 
bitlierU) in aae amoni; the natives; and it has always been of a 

'faiTcr eolonr, greatei delicacy of ftaTOar, and saperior Gneiiesa 
tluui West India sngar, and a more elegant article for use in an 
nnteflned state ; and may well serve as a snbstif ate for the pro- 
dnee of Slavery, at least until the system shaU be AboUshed— 

. when the public may take the choice of either, and purchase >a 
best suits the particular purpose required ; and will then obtain 

' both on lower terms than at present.— The Trapicttl Free Labonr . 
Company now forming, will possess and use the means to bring 
East India sugar to its greatest possible degree of perfection. — At 
present it eonld and would be sold in oar market much cheaper, if 
the extra duty of 10s. per cwt. were taken off, now levied on it 
more than on West India sugar. — What a shameful Imposition on 
OUT East India subjects and on the Nation, aa well as against the 
freedom of Commerce; and lolely for benefit of our Weit ludia 
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.Whjr if ihe artificial system of protectiDg duties, &c. 
is resorted to, it had better be in aid of the Datoral dis- 
advantages OUT East India subjects unavoidably laboor 

.under, in being only able to prodace inferior Sugar 
bron^t from a greater distance; vfaUst the better sort 
from oni West India colonies, much nearer at band, 
most generally command the market, and can ^ift for 
itself. — Bat even suppose that East India should ever 
attain an equal or greater degree of perfection than 

- West India sugar, is this a fair and politic plea for 
restraining, nearly to prohibition, the adniission into the 
Iiome maAet of such production of our Eastern subjects, 

. and from the labour of freemen, in order to give a 
monopoly to comparatively a handful of West India 
Slave-holders, much nearer at hand, with other advan- 
tages — yet, who without competition, wilt probably never 
furnish the article on as good terms to the Nation — and 
after all, from their paucity of numbers, and other 
causes, will not be able to take so much of our home 
productions in return, as our Eastern subject are likely 
to do if fairly encoura^d. — And on the same plea, 
though certainly against the soundest principles bf 
national trade and policy, we ought to levy a higher duty 
on Sugars from the more productive soil of Demerara, 
Essequebo, Sec. than on those of our less fertile West 
India colonies, or exclude them altogether from our 
market — indeed, the old West India colonists have 
actually attempted this with the Government in their 
own favor, but expect that our East India subjects 
should be treated on quite a diamalrically opposite 
principle— that is, to pay a higher impost in propoition 

Colonists, compaiBtively few in noniber, and for aDpport of Huar 
slave ajRtem, id preference to tkoae of our aabjecta who prodn^ 
the same eommodities by their free labour, and witbin our own 
territories'. 
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to the disadvantages they have to contead with )* — And 
to carry the aonaturat system still farther, we might pro- 
hibit onr colonies which can produce Sagar the best, 
from culdvatiog it at all, and reserve the privilege. 
solely for those, that can only furnish itnnderthe greatest 
disadvantages. — We had better leave thii^ to find their 
proper level, and individnals to do the best they can for 
themselves. 

But our West India planters think, that if Govem- 
nent will only allow them to monopolize the home 
market, which it has done, they can then, with assis- 
tance of the bounties allowed, afford to sell their super- 
fluous produce, if they have any, to foreigners as cheap 
as other folks, or if they cannot so deal abroad, they 
can do without, and our East India subjects, or any 
body else, may fatten on their leavings — mighty liberal 
And patriotic truly — but onght they to be thus indulged, 

* Tbey even protest against the triilinj; quantity of Suf^ar railed 
in the small and single colon; of the Mauritius being admitted in- 
to the home market on the same tenni as that from the West In- 
dies ; though tiie mode of culture and manufacture is esacti; the 
■ame, and the Hanritins as much a British Colony as any in th« 
Western hemisphere ; and from its greater liability to devastatitni 
from horricanes, disadvantage of remoter distance, &e. requiring 
add entitled to at least equal fostering care from the Mother coun- 
try. — It appertains to the Crovrn, not to the East India Company ; 
and at its inrrender during the late war, was gnarranteed an equa- 
lity of privileges with onr West India colonies. — Moreover, the 
alave system is as much carried on in the Hanritins — and t&ough 
tbii onght to be no plea in favor of the cdony with aovermneat. 
yet why should those who operate by slave labour in our Eastern 
territory be invidiously excluded from the same advantages wa 
grant to those in the West; and the latter ought to admit them, if 
only from a fellow feeling for their kind; yet they object, such u 
their selfishness and rapacity, they expect to he the only favored 
party.— Fnl neither ought to be so encouraged in support of the 
slave s}Steni. 
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tbe Nation so fleeced, and ooi East bidia brethren so 
proscribed !— With more Sugar colonies than any oth« 
nation, we obtain it the dearest, and even snpply them 
dieaper ourselves, by making the people of England 
pay for it ; and after all done in their favor, onr West 
Indians can hardly shew their face in the foreign Sugar 
nuuket — what a monstrous system J 

No other Nation grants bounties, protecting duties, 
tec. in favor of one part against another of its colonial 
subjects; and yet can buy and sell colonial produce 
cheaper than ourselves, as do even those that have no 
sugar colonies at all! — (among other instances, see the 
American States.) Formeriy our West Indians did weU 
enou^ without this factitious aid, and why not here- 
after, under proper management; like the colonists of 
other nations ; and our East Indian subjects are wiUii^ 
to do, notwithstanding their natural disadvantages. 
Moreover, the latter are not Slave-holders — and though 
■all British subjects are entitled to equal rights and pri- 
vileges, yet if any invidious distinction be made, it 
ought rather to be in favor of free labour, than for the 
support of Slavery, especially within our own do^ 
minions.* 

Even supposing we have too much territory producing 
sugar, yet why should one portion be systematically 
made to suffer most, in order to buoy up the restT at 
any rate not more deserving ; and this in a way least 
advantageous to the Nation — let them all equally shift 
for themselves, then there will never long be an over 
production, tiiey vrill turn their attention to other articles 
—and especially let the honie market be cheaply suppli- 

* Other advantages less anfair and impolitic than the present 
bounties and protecting daties, iniglit be graiited, at least for a 
tim.e. to those only of onr West India colonies tliat anreserredly 
adopted (be meuorci ofGoTeruncnt as tt> their slaves. 
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ed by fair competition, at least between our own sobjecti; 
— And wby have we so greedily soa^ht to incAase our 
sugar possessions 7 — if to keep them out of the hands of 
foreigners, that will never do, unless we could engroM 
the whole sugar land on the globe, or could supply them 
cheaper than they can grow it themselves, or elsewhere 
obtain it — what wretched policy, which recoils on onr- 
'Selves. — Foreign nations having tropical colonies, and 
who will not be tributary to us, or snff^ our undue 
monopoly of the trade, are thus induced to extend their 
sugar cultivatioji, by breaking up fresh land, which is 
usually the best for the purpose, in order to supply 
themselves and others ; it can also be procured by other 
means on better terms than from us — so we have too 
much left on our hands, thus is the biter bit — and we go 
floundering on in vain attempts to bolster up an 
unnatural system. — But we could supply ourselves and 
others cheaply, and our Sugar trade be much extended, 
with. other advantages, if we left things to find their 
proper level, and our East and West India subjects with- 
out partiality to either, equally to shift and do the best 
they can for themselTes.^Among other effects, our West 
India colonists no longer secure of a monthly of the 
home market, would be drove to do their utmost to 
supply us and others on the best possible terms, a most 
fortunate necessity for them, which would he sure to 
induce good management on their part, and tluow them 
on their own capabilities and resources, sufficient if 
made the most of. — Whilst a free admission of East 
India sugar would keep down the price, increase the 
consumption, and vastly enlai|;e our return trade with 
our Eastern subjects. — This also would be more conso- 
nant to the sound and enlightened policy of late 
adopted by our Government in its other commercial 
relations. — Yet notwithstandii^ the wise and Kberal 
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a now professed and acting on by ooi Government, 
in its colonial and general commercial policy, the 
removal of impediments to trade of all kind being the 
order of the day — ^not a bint ia given as to repealing, or 
even lowering the RestrictiTe duty on East India sngar, 
thoagh im abatement of the heavy impost on their silk 
and cotton goods is to take place. — This inconsistency 
is too glaring to be plansibly ascribed to inadvertency, 
or even honest, though mistaken notions of-expediency. 
— Tis plain, that West -India influence is still predo- 
aunaat against the rights of our Eastern sabjects, and 
the general good of the Nation— The Mother country 
proves herself a SUp-mother to her Eastern family. 

With more sngar colonies than any nation, and with 
at least equal capital, 'skill, and enterprise, why cannot 
we turn them to advantage by supplying the article to 
ourselves and others on at least as good terms as it can 
be any where obtained ? — 'tis for want of good national 
policy^ and inividnal management — our Sugar Colonies 
might be rendered Saa more advantageous and less bur- 
densome to the Mother country, and prosper well them- 
■elves, under a proper system. — But to return to the sub- 
ject of Slavery. 

. Slfive-holderB expect to be allowed to do H^ont/, mere- 
ly because they say it is for dieir Interest. Whether or 
not it will be most for the interest ofWest India proprie- 
tors to substitute free for slave labour, is more their 
affair than that of the Nation. — Tis enough that justice, 
humanity, and expediency, imperiously require the pro- 
hibition of Slavery in the British donuoions, and these 
nre paramount reasons, superceding all others, for its 
Abolition. — Bnt tbat it assuredly will (with general good 
management) prove most advantageous for such pro- 
prietors, appears so self-evident, as the natural sequence 
of cause and effect (as I have particalarly point- 
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«d out, end endenvoied to prore/ hi the late pamphlet 
" Emanctpatioa") — that did we not know the perverting 
power of habit, pnjadice, and crooked policy, we mig^ 
foe astonished to find any difierence of opinion oa diA 
matter. 

Xor is it a question that on$;ht to influeoce us, whe- 
tfaer or not oar West India colonists may be able to con- 
tinue their system of Sla-rory. — ^Tfaey generally flattet 
themselves they can, it' allowed and assisted by the 
Hother country* — for my own part, who have well 
maiked the prepress and tendency <^ the West In- 
dia system, I verily believe, that ftoni the a»iidred 
and increasing knowledge and civilization of the slavd 
population, impossible to prevent ; their vast superiority 
in number and physical strength; the nature of the 
country and climate ; with (he example of St DOmingo 
before their eyes ; and other causes ; the Whites will 
not much longer be able to keep them in slavish sub- 
jection, by any means they possess, however base they 
may be willing to employ, and though hacked, as hither- 
to, by all the power of Great Britain so shamefully ap- 
plied — and that most likely the continned attempt will 
«id in a terrible catastrophe to the White colonists.—^ 
But even suppose they should for ever be able to keep 
op their system of slavery and oppression, ought they 
to be allowed and assisted by the English Government 
and people? — The crime is as atrocioas and infamon^ 
in us at home, vdio could at once put an end to it, as in 

* Spcakang latel; with a Isrge West India proprietor resident 
ID England, I requested him to serionsl; coDsiderthe improbsbilitjr 
of being mncli longer able to keep np their slave sjatem. — Ha an^ 
swered," Why we do think we can keep up the system, if GnrerD- 
gnent will only let as alone, and supply ns with plenty of troops." 
—This short and pithy reply, speolu volumei as to the real liewf 
and intentions of Slave-boldeis. 
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itf more inunedikte peipetraton in our coloniei — and 
W>noTer as fleecing, as iniqnitons and disgiaceful to 
tbe Nation—here is an appeal to ooi sdr-interest, ai 
well as to oar jostice and hamanity, which when ^ne- 
lally undwstood, must finally prerail, or our folly tnut 
be equal to our crime. 

. The mmediate Abolition of Slavery in onr colonies, is 
not only the moaijuit, bat also the most Uiely mode by 
iriucb it will erer at all be put ah end to. 

The Abolitionists have fallen into a fatal error, and 
given np the main strength of their cause, by sapposing 
and admitting that Slavery can only be discontinued by 
very stow degrees — their opponents will take especial 
~care it shall be tUm indeed — done, as they boys say. 
" to-morrow come never" — and like Penelope's web, 
never get on — " Festine lente" (make haste slowly) will 
be their Motto. 

. Tis a stale trick with crafty men benefited by a cor- 
rupt system, tm finding a g:eoeral outcry for its Heform, 
to plausiUy admit that some reform is necessary — but 
this is not the proper time, or that it must be done by 
very cautions slow degrees ; and above all, endeavor to 
get the coatrivance and management of the plan to then- 
aelvea, and then the game is their own. 
- Thus we find our West India colonists dedare " that 
whatever reform of their slave system may be necessary 
and practicable, mast be effected by very gradual means; 
and those suggested and executed only by themselves — 
that tbey will not sufiier any interference from without, 
an the best judges of what can and ought to be done, 
and most intnested in doing the best." — This has long 
been their tone, yet to go no further back than the last 
quarter of a century, since Reform has been more strenu- 
ously urged upon them, what have they done?— why 
nothit^, or next to nothing — their system remains essen- 
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tially the same in oU its prominent parts of injaatiec 
and oppreaaon, uid any UttJe improvement i^ichi may 
faave taken place, has been mostly effected by ethw 
causes than the rolantary wish and endeavors of Um 
- white colonists, chiefly by the outcry in &igland, and 
the increasing knowledge of the slaves rendering thoa 
less contioalable than ftmnerly under oatrafeons op» 
presaion. 

Within these few months the chief Island of Jamaica, 
the leading oi^fan of all the colonies, and contMningiin it* 
self nearly a moiety of oor whlila West India riave popa-' 
lation, has officiaUy declared " that On a late review of 
the slave code, they find it so complete in all its iNut^ 
as not to require or admit of any alteration \ — aad Ast 
they will resist even the least, as only leading to greater 
innovations, finally tending to entirely upset the slave 
system, which they cannot do without, and will nerw 
agree to give up."— This, tboagh bold, is at least honest, 
and ought to open onr eyes. — Are we to go on believing 
or hoping that the colonists will Tolaotarily and in good 
earnest set about any material improvement of their 
slaves condition, and above all will cordially co-operate 
in measures for the final extinction of Slavery t 

For my own part, I think we ongbt to feel thankful to 
them for their frank and open avowal of determined 
opposition to the measures only proposed, but not e»- 
forced by Government — for had they professed acqui- 
escence, I know them too well, and the, nature of the 
slave system, to have believed in their sincerity— it wonld 
have been followed by every species of evasion, and 
thns, at'leastfor a time, the Nation might have be«i 
beguiled. 

The propositions or iDStmotions unanimously agreed 
to in Parliament two yean ago, and sent out by Govern- 
ment to all oor West India colonies, for.improviag the 
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CQodiU<w of slaves, and with an ultimate view totfae 
gradual extinction of Slavery— have been rejected with 
teora and defiance.* — Now only let any good and seosi- 
blfi man read those propositions, or the still more com- 
pnthensire proposals of Mr. Buxttm, and he will be 
aatonished to find that such rcgulationSj founded onl; 
on the pla4i>ASt and most promiDent principles of justice, 
humanity, and expediency, have not been put in prao 
tice lonf ago in our slave colonies, and more still that 
np to. this vfary period they are violently opposed and 
rcjjected by Englishmen; and professing Christians, 
iri&in our own territory. — And although the National 
Government declared at the time the instractions were 
' sMit oat, that if in case the colonists proved refractory, 
then they must be coerced to obey — they have contuma^ 
ciously refused to comply — the measures are allowed to 
lie dormant, and the colonists letl to do as they please ! 
— «o much foi successful bullyu^ on their part, and 
the good faith of Govemmentf 

* The large and leading colonies hare violently rcgeeted the 
measures recommended by the moUier OoTCTnineiit — Some othera 
liave received them with less expressed intemperance, bot no ap* 
parent acquiescence ; and a few of the smaller Islands tiave pro- 
fessed a disposition to adopt in part some of the Regulations ; for 
which, if the; reallj pat tbem in practice with good faith to the nJU 
most, they will deierve praise and encouragement — but these con- 
stitute only a small portion of our Weat India colonies opposed 
to the measures, and lefl to do as the; please. — Nay, after all, 'tis- 
at best doubtful whether much improrement of the slave system 
can take place, even if attempted with seal and fidelity ; and ber 
sides diverting us from the main point, its entire Abolition, and 
leaving Uie door open for evasion to Slave-holders, perhaps tbe 
^periment of piecemeal incongruoos reform may be attended not 
only witfa inconvenience, but also with danger. — However, tbe at- 
tempt is laudable, turn out as it may — and 1 heartily wish it success. 

f The King's proclamation addressed to the slaves, iasned since 
the propositions Dnaniraously voted in Parliament, says, that " it 
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- The whole hag dwinflled down into a trial of parts of 
the plan in the single island of Trinadad, not contaimni: 
more than a 40th part of oni West India slave popnla* 
tion. — And even here, though more under the controol 
of the Crown, every possible opposition and eraaioil 
may be expected — but even suppose that the B«gulation< 
are duly enfonced, and prodactive of the best practical 
efiects — the other colonists will not suffer it, for at least 
many years to come, to be eiea quoted as an experiment 
Bofficiently tried— and then wiU find some planaibl* 
excuse for not adopting it among themselves — such ««> 
" it may do well enongh for Trinadad, bat not for us" — 
or "we have Legislatares of our own, and best fcnew how,- 
and are entitled to enact for ourselves the internal 
regulations of our own colony" — thus is got rid ot, 
sine die, the hated business of reform. 

If they honestly wanted only to ascertain the practi- 
cal effects of general emancipation — they might behold 
the experimentieady made to their hands in St Domingo, 
Sierra Leone, the French West India colonies during 
several yeafs up to the time of Buonaparte, Colombia, 
fee. bat 

" A man canvioo'd ftgsuuit his will. 
Is af the same opinion still." 

Meanwhile their suffering slaves are doomed to 

is not his Majesty's intention to emancipate the slaTes" — whereas, 
ths aforesaid propositions cxpiessl; -state, " that this House looks 
forward to a progressive Improvement in the character of the slave 
popatation, snch as may prepare them for a participatioo id those 
eivil rights and privileges, which are enjoyed by other classes of 
bis Majesty's subjects." — ^The PTOolamatfoo is also in other re- 
spects skdiy at variance and inconsistent with the vote of PatlHti 
meat, and seeuu a lame attempt at Retiaction on the put of 
Uinisteis, as if they thought tbey had previously gone too far, and 
wish to draw in their boms; or at any rale, to pacify the West 
India party,— It has1>een aptly called " The Hope Exifnguitirr." 
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ftbdure for an indefinite, and who can say how long a 
periodj nnrestrained nnmitigated oppiession. — And 
vrfaeu they know that the King's Govemmenthas merci' 
fnlly interfered to ameliorate the condition of slaves in 
l^iuadad, but not for them — it will only render them 
more impatient of their own hard lot — enough to drive 
to desperation — which may t>roduce violeitt conTalsions, 
ending either in the general massacre or expulsion of 
the Whites ; or else the continaed slavery and oppres- 
sion of the Xegroes, nntil their race becomes extinct or 
nearly so, in onr colonies, already fast diminishing un- 
der the slave system, which will be fiirth» accelerated 
by occaaional wholesale butcheries of them on any at- 
tempt, which henceforth most likely will happen more 
fi^neptly and formidably titan ever, to ^ake off their 
thraldom — either alternative is dreadfol — to avert which 
id the earnest vrish of the Abolittooists. 

Whilst a man is a slave be cannot be effeetaally pro- 
tected from injustice — whilst nnder the arbitrary wiD 
and power of his task-masters, subject to any inflic- 
tion they may impose ; considered and treated as chat- 
ties ; liable to he sold like a beast ; torn firom his home 
and dearest c6nnections ; no right in his own personal 
carcass; denied the rights of a hnsband and parent, 
his wife and chUdren, as well as himself belong to 
another ; deprived of all fi-ee agency ; his evidence not 
admitted in a court of justice against any free person, 
however his oppressor ; the administrators of the Law 
Slave-holders themselves — any enactment or regula- 
tions made apparently in bis favor, will practically 
prove mere nullities — every opposition, collusion and 
evasion, may be expected from Slave-holders and iheir 
myrmidons — who can prevent, detect, or redress all the 
abuse of power; especially going on in the secret re- 
cesses of plantations and other slave estab]ishment»; 
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Or how dare the slave prefer bis complaint to snch con- 
stituted public tribonals ; nhat cbance has he of redress, 
nay, be is liable to their sentence of punishment for 
false, frivolous, or malicious accusation, if be fail to 
establish bis plea ! — and bas still more to dread from the 
▼ingeance of bis oppressors, against whom be has com- 
plained, when be returns into the clutches of their 
feariiil power!* 

Render all slaves free, define tbeir rights as citizens, 
place tbem under the government and protection of the 
Law, (the administrators of which will no longer be 
Slave-holders) appoint respectable independent men to 
defend and preserve the rights of the emancipated 
negroes and people of colour— then, and not 'till then, 
may tbey be effectually protected from oppression, and 
their condition really and materially improved. — And 
we shall thus at once get rid of the crime and odium of 
keeping our fellow creatures and subjects in Slavery. 

Abolish Slavery at once and for ever — when West 
India proprietors find that this is really and irrevocably 
dmie, then, and not till then, will they give np all further 
contest, evasion, &c. as useless; submit with a good 
grace, and seriously set about making the best of the 
new order of things — aa tbey did on the Abolition of 
their Slave, Trade with Africa.—The Colonists, if left 
to themselves, vrill be as averse to reform or abolition of 

* Ur. J. Smttli, Iste Hissfonuy at Demerara, itatei In his 
Jonrnal — "Hie ■:ig:oun of Neg^oe Slavery I believe can never be 
•mtigattd, tbe sjstem mast be vb«Ktktd." — Hie Rev. T. Cooper, late 
of Jamaica, It ii I thiok, wbo sajs, " I once thooEbt that Slavery 
might be tuuhorated, I am now of opmlon that it camutt, but muit 
be ab^uhtd." — For my own part, I had not been loog in tbe Weat 
Indies, before I arrived at the same melanchol; conviction, and 
have ever since oontinaed to give it as m; decided opinion. — This 
is the grand secret weQ known to practical Slave-holders, thongb 
tbej do not okgse to say mndi abont it, except among themtelves. 
F 
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tbeir dare gj'stem for a^ to come, u td ptesent, and 
ainaya hare been. — 'We had bettec iagm and^flmab 
Tritli th«in by doing all that is necessary and practicable 
at once, and keep a tight hand over them ontil we have 
done. 

It is as greatan error to soppose that Slavery can be 
best Ameliorated, as that it can also be best AboiuJud, 
by partial slow degrees. — We must begin where we 
BOW only expect to end, by its Abolition at once and 
for ever, before any material improTement can take 
I^ce in the condition of the enslaved. — Froprietois 
could not, if they would, and by far the greater part of 
tbera wonld not if they cotdd, effect much alteration for 
the better in their slave system. — It mast continue pretty 
nnH;b as it is, or cease to exist at al), and probably die 
a violent deatb, involving the AggreascH-s in ruin or des- 
truction. Tis entirely kept i^ by brutal force and 
despotic pow^ on the part oi owners, against tbe will 
and interest of their slaves, who will evade their toil- 
some profitless tasks, and otberwit^e tnclt their tyrants, 
whenever they can. — Craft against farce is their ciiief 
we^on, Bn>ess they should obtain the ascendency, thea 
power &a wdl as stratagem will be employed, and most 
likc^ with a vengeance against the oppressors. 

A clove has no motive to dradge for bis owner excqrt 
tkat of bemg forced by irresistU^le oompulsioo^witfa:^ 
out fair benefit to himself. — The moment yon relax ^m 
the strict and ready discipline of the whip and other 
inflictions most suited to goad him, l^e will proportion* 
ally relax in his exertions on behalf of his task-masteni 
— Grant him other indulgences, his low and degraded 
mind wfll be apt to abuse them ; — be has no sufltdent 
motives for personal respectability of character, nor 
^pes of emerging from Slavery — he knows he is still 
a slave, and thinks he owes no gratitude on any aecouift 
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t» Ilia ensbiTer.— Seek to eDligbten his tnind, ai^ th« 
aoqniBitinn of knowledge only readers him more dig* 
contented witfi his slsviah condititHi, and more tronUe- 
some and dan^rons to those who bold him in thraldom. 
— A Freeman labours because be ia paid for it, and 
leaps other advantages from industry, good conduct, 
and character — which is a much better incitement, 
founded on the right priitciple of self-interest, than the 
lash over ^ares without other inducement. 

I. have known some humane and liberal Slave^hpld- 
ers, who really wished and ^deavored to soften the 
rigcrs of the system as mach as possible, without en- 
dangering its existence ; bnt found that beyond a oertam 
point, for short of what they expected and intended, 
they could not safely or conveniently go. — Take for 
instance the well known case of Mr. I^bert Uibbert — 
lieaven foipve his keeping bis fellow creatures ia 
iSlavery, for sake of his merciful ^ideavors to amelio- 
rate their condition as slaves. — Mr. Cooper bears 
atofda testim<my to his kind tmd liberal intentions-:— 
jet ia forced to confess that no material improvement of 
the system had taken pface on the estate — the toil, 
n>itricti<Hia, pnni^unents, liabilities, state of morals, 
&C. of his slaves, were much the same as on other i^an- 
tmtioBS — thewbip and otberinflictions asmach employed, 
vbi^ his Managers declared could not be dispensed 
with — at any rate, this is the opinion and practice of the 
aipeiits, who are the practical men with the slaves, if 
not of their principal— indeed it appears they will 
act pretty much as they please, evtm in direct oppo»tioa 
lo timi instructioas. — Thus we find the Sugar Hill set to 
■work on Sundays, exinessly against his order; the 
Ovwseer of fifteen years standing is at length dis* 
charged on account of his over severity, and other inr 
stances— say, the discipline gvei the slaves is stated as 
F 2 
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the most severe of any, one estate only excepted, in the 
whole Island — which shews how difficult it is for hamane 
proprietors, especially if Absentees, to prevent beiDg 
thwarted even bytheirowDAgents,besides the opposition 
of surroanding Slave-holders and their myrmidons, 
jealona of any innovation on the general practice and 
policy of the coantiy.— And even Mr. Hibbert repeat- 
edly declares, he will not venture on' any measure that 
may endanger the existence of the slave system ; but 
only aims at its AtMlioration, not its Abolition (which 
js also generally the case even with the best amtmg 
Slave-holders — Amelioration ia their ne plus ultra) thus 
be would net suffer his slaves to be taught to read, &4> 
; — Being so shackled, 'tis not surprising he should not 
bo able to effect much good. — Mr. Cooper ascribes the 
failure of bis own mission to the circumstance of tbe 
slaves not having sufficient leisure from their avocations 
to attend his instructions, tbongh it appears the pro- 
prietor had ordered sufficient time to be set apart for 
that purpose. — Yet how few, if any Slave-holders can 
be found, so benevolent and liberal as Mr. Hibbert, ao 
able and willing to make such sacrifices in attempts te 
ameliorate and improve the system, yet even in ttis 
case under such unusual favorable circumstances, has it 
failed in producing any material alteration for the better 
— such is the nature of Slavery, it must be Abolished, it 
cannot be In^>roved. 

Ithas been supposed, that if the owners of large West 
India estates more generally resided in die colonies,, it 
would be much better for their slaves— perhaps so — bat 
most of the lai^e proprietOTS are living in Europe, and 
usually beyond their natural means of income, are often 
much embarrassed, and very greedy after large remits 
tances from their agents in the colMies, vrithout being 
over scrupnlous as to the meaps by which they are 
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obtained, which leads to the exhaastion of slaves and 
■oil— 8Dd tJieir managers well know how best to please 
tiiem by remitting them lai^Ij^ which answere the pur- 
pose for die present, and both parties are generally 
.reekless of foture distant consequences. — Besides, 
managers are usnally paid by a per centage on the 
amount of produce, and otherwise try to feather their 
nests by every means in their power— in consequence, 
every thing js overstrained to satisfy proprietors and 
agents— among the rest, they get as miich work with as 
little expense as possible out of the slaves.' 

Even those absentee proprietors more prudent, who 
live within bounds, are content with moderate profits, 
aad aim at good management, can very little know or 
contronl the proceedings Of their agents across the At- 
lantic, who wiU go on pretty mnch as they please- 
above all, are generally averse to every innovation on 
the ordinary treatment of slaves —And what must wo 
think of large proprietors who each own and hold 
semal hundred human beings in slavery, and live m 
Enrope, abandoning them to the management of mer- 
tenary hirelings 6,000 miles oflF, content with merely 
giving orders for (he general good treatment of their 
alaves, to those whom it may be expected will evade 
Jilem, as contrary to their own ideas and interest. 

The Rev. R. BickeU recently returned from Jamaica, 
where he had officiated as a oleigyman during the last 
five years, states in his wort lately pablisbed, that 
several large West India proprietors resident in 
England, bad sent out directions to their managets in 
that Island, to put in practice on their estates the 
measures recommended by the mother Government, 
bat that snch orders were genetaUy onattend to.' 
OTaded, and opposed-we wish not to doubt the sin- 
i^rity of their.prindpals. 
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If W^st Indid proprietors Trill keep ^aves; at least 
they ought to reside on the spot, and by tfadt p^sowd 
care endeavor to lighten the chains of their captirity. — 
I have oft^i wondered how they can rest in peace on 
their pillows, and enjoy their guilty luxnries in Europe, 
Hnder such heavy responsibility, and fearfal derdiction 
of daty, to say nothing of the main enormity, that of at 
all keeping their fellow creatures in Slavery. 

But even the comparatively few large proprietors who 
actually do reside in the colonies, very often lead ex- 
travagant dissipated lives on their estates, or in the 
neighboring towns where they can better enjoy them- 
selves, and leave the management of their affiUrs to 
agents nearly or entirely as much as if they wwe Ab- 
sentees — or else are rapacionsly bent on making as 
much as soon as possible to enable them to retire to 
£urope, careless abont the welfare of their slaves, and 
often tainted with all the West India prejudices against 
them. — Large proprietors are often not a bit more liberal 
in purse or in sentiment than the more petty, especially 
respecting theii slaves — indeed, a slave is generally of 
most consequence to the latter, and who can better iMk 
^ter'faim, with few or no intermediate agents, often the 
-greatest tyrants. — Small proprietors are generally the 
best mana^ers,'and come most in personal contact widi 
every branch of their own affairs. 

The Island of Baibadoes coidains a greater proportioD 
of resident iffoprietors of laiga estate than any of odr 
"West India col(H)ie8-~yet are they not remarkable for 
kind treatment of theu slaves, but commonly severe 
and haughty masters, though there may be more general 
good.manageraeatof their own concerns — and ore very 
rapacious after gain. 

I have been among the Spani^ plantation^ in tiw 
Island of Cuba. — The proprietors letul a kind of ^atri* 
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iwchM 1^, cooBider A6 CokiRSr a« tkeir fQtwsaeat 
home, live and dk on ^ax estate^ u»d tue «HCceedetl « 
possessioD by their children from generction to genes*' 
tion—theix habits are snlplfi, their wants are h\f, «nd 
-Aey caltirale on ft •matt etmit only enffieieai to BUp|4r 
4hcaaa — <aTe kiod and iiidtt])fent masters, and enjey utufA 
more comiort, and so do their ^<rofi, than is the coat 
.SBder a wary different order of thio^ ia the &iMih 
V-est Indies. 

;Many.pEopdetors, thoi^b of ivge estate^ ace really 
npee Boocasitoiu and en^amrasseidithaiB tb'Cacirf'smaUgr 
prc^ierty, — Some sucoee^} to an overtonoHmbared co«- 
cem ; or purchase on credit witboHt suSicicBt funds to 
■go on, or even to pay the puicbaae'inoney by inBtal- 
omenta ; or aie careless, ecEtiavagaat, or otherwise bad 
-manafen.'--TMany areentkeJy muder the cootrouJ ftf 
-Aeir crcditecs ; others are pnt nvt of p(tS3«ssiDB mUil 
-&eir debts are paid, and their creditors bent on ^makiag 
as much as they can during their own reign, and thf 
-same may be said of E&ecntnv in tho^e regioof. — 
Under -these and many other imtowand t^cwn^fuioai, 
vftntinaaHy occatriog in West Inttia afiilirs under tfcie 
]»esent Jsysteta, is it likely much impTOTCKient can take 
-jdace in the condition of slayes-^-But icere they re- 
tained as freed servants, they must be property treated 
«T :the estalie would rcwoin without hands, or must do 
'the needfiil tat those attached to it. 

Proi»ietors of aU sorts, whether of large or lew 
ostates, may be bad, unprincq>Ied, and unfeeling men, 
who can and may neglect their duty and abuse their 
fearful power over tbeir slaTcs, or dse unable, if not nn- 
wiliing, to take proper care of them. — But were th^ 
'free Berrants under the protection of the Law «8 dti- 
aam, no one wonld be allowed to do Of ^ccacion tbeat 
harm, whether tntentionaUy or not. — Many slaves attfict 
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as much from the n^ect, bad management, or niecerair 
ties of their owners, as oth»s do from more wilful 
cnielty. 

But take a rara avis, the bean ideal of the sticklers 
for Slavery, from which they argue at least by implica- 
tion. — A West India Planter, a good and sensible man, 
IVee from debt and incumtwances, with ample capital 
for all necessary purposes, residing on bis ccdonial 
estate, managing well, and anxiously desiring and en- 
deavoring to improve the condition of bis slaves —yet 
he cannot answer for those who may come after him, or 
what may happen to himself; thus may his slaves be 
eventnally transfered from a good to a bad master. — 
And even daring his own time he will find himself con- 
tinually thwarted by the nature of the slave system and 
its abettors, even among his own subordinate agents. 
— Nor is it likely be will venture to endanger its exist- 
ence, or if be did, would soon be checked by surround- 
ing Slave-holders. 

' If this be the case even with the best among Slave- 
holders, under circumstances so peculiarly favorable 
as rarely to be met with—how much worse must it be 
as to the far more general mn of proprietors, who eith« 
cannot, or will not, at any rate do not improve &e con- 
dition of their slaves. 

Many, more especially among petty proprietors, and 
the SBbordinate ag^its and their understrappers < of 
^ose with larger estate, are often the offscourings of 
Europe, needy, greedy, desperate adventurers, who risk 
their health and life in a deleterious clime, bent on 
making pelf by any means in their power, thorough 
goers through thick and thin, who will boggle at nothing 
they can do with impunity to answer tlietr own purposes 
'■ — these are generally the persons who come in moat 
immediate contact,^ and are the practical men with the 
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^aTeH> and contlniially present UBp«dimeiits to all im- 
priTemcDt in the condition o[ slares, wbetber belonging: 
to tbemselves or to others, and ofteo finaUy arriTe at 
tieing considerable proprietors: — Xay, do we not fre- 
qaently find, even amonp opnlent and enlightened men 
in England, tiiose who purcbaite "West India estate on 
specnlatioii, merely to make the most of tbeir money 
and c<Hislder the slares as part of the cattle on the 
property to be drudged or sold to the utmost profit*— 

* lAcdc at tka mholy iengat latdy fonninic, called " The Wnrt 
India CompaBy," with a oapital of fonr millioiu, for the parpoM 
of npholdii^ aad profiting; by West India Slavery. — The list of 
aobscribiDg Dames ought to be placed on p«nuauent lecoid— 'tis 
■ud they have been prudently destroyed. 

In drawiiiK oat the foregoing Note some nionthi afo, which here 
remains mt^eted, the Author had certainly aappeiad that tbe 
freoiona acheaae aUnded to had, from certain cbdms, died in ila 
jafancj, bat flods himself mistalten — for a Bill is now paisin; 
through Parliament to fonn the same or a like concern into a joint 
stock Gompanj — by which this confederacy will probably in course 
of time acquire nearly all the fee simple of onr West India colo- 
nies; and needy, embairassed, or Inconsiderate proprietors of 
estates, && almost eomprefaending the whole, wiU, by getting int* 
its dntties, be kept in thnddam, finely fleeced, and finally oaited. 
— Then what unsparing task-masters will such a sordid firm of 
noney-makera and their agents prove to the poor slaves. — Tbe 
system is bad enough at present e>ea under individual owners, 
some of whom at least may from a right sense of interest, or 
feeling of compassion, be induced not to overstrain their slaves — 
tetwhotcanbeeipeete^ from the ravenoDs n&tnieof sncb amany 
headed monster. — However, as a oounteracting project, has been 
irst pnbliokly announced within these few days the formation of 
" A Tropical Free Labour Company"— with also a capital of four 
'millions.— 'TIS gratifying to find that some men are as ingeuions 
in their more laudable contrivaitces for the downfall, as others tar 
the support of a ne&triods system. — This is a new, and will pro- 
htiilj prove a mighty blow against Slavery. 

"N, B. — Unless the more knowing leading Managers of the Weat 
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H it fitak Maxb. we are to expect improre&ieat is tbm 
cooditioa af alavei. — In ihort, wfaat om be eKpccted 
bot abuse of power from mm, either good or bad, wb0 
toe allowe/d to do as tbey please, or it may KUt their oonr 
ttmeace, wiih their fieUew cre«Ltuie8.~Is it not agaiaat 
erery inetitittMn of civUized society to ^luud 4|;BiDit 
Tyramiy T-^Yet soch is our West India system of Sla<- 
very — bad at best,— bat in bad, negligent, or uceiape- 
4ent handi, most deplorable. , 

Even supposing that the most able and willing to 
benefit their slaves, may generally be fonnd among tb.e 
lai^r proprietors ; these constibite bnt a small propor- 
tion of the great mass of Slave-holders, and have littfe 
or DO influence over them. — It has been said, that the 
.great West India proprietors resident in England ^ene- 
rally agreed to the iKopoeitions voted by FarliatBWt* 
and recommended by Govenuaent two ya«n ago— yot 
■we know they were peremptorily rejected in the Colo- 
nies. — And even the colonial Assemblies, which may be 
supposed constituted chiefly of the first rate aiid roost in- 
telligent Pianters, or their Attomies, areas averse to 
any innovation, as the lowest and saost igwHsut 
-Slave-bolderB. — 'And if any member B^nld be fimal 
hardy enough to propose it, he wooM probaUy find ai 
"little support within as without the walls.f and wouIS 
be soon ousted from his seat by his constitueots. 

India Companj' prove vorr immaculite ^amcteri, and If the; m 
tfaeir prote^B have West India proptrty or «laima of no vary 
Kcure or profitable nature, tbcy may palm them <hi the Con^iKny, 
and get more than their w(»th from the rondi, or be olher#in 
•coommodated.—Let flie aninitiated nnfavoied Subiorib«rs keep 
« aharp look eat after the applieidion of their money. 

t This, asMHlg many atber ioHtanceat hai been lately farther 11- 
Instrated by the recent proeeedkigf of tlv lamaka Hmue of A*- 
■embly. — On the 18th Novambcr lait, one of ito meabsra, Itlr. 
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The fact u, that frotn loDg continaed habit, pniju^m, 
«nd snmmDdhi^ cnsttan, as weU as BOpposcd ioterest 
the Colonists hare brougbt Ibemaelves to belieTe there 
is no ^reat harm, if any, in keeping Xegroes in Slarery, 
^iliom they hare iKroght with their own money or other- 
vise legally sacceeded to, and that the general treatment 
of slaTes is good enough for such inferiw beiii|;s, or as 
anch so as expediency will admit of— these notioiui 
not only render them very tenacioas of what they deen 
tii«r rigiits and priTileges as ^are-holders — ^bnt they 
also fear that besides present ittcoorenience, aay tam- 
pering with their slave system may not only produce 
tlie final extinction of Slavery, which they will never 
ToIiiDtarity agree to— but likewise bring on themselTep 
massacre, expubioti, or niin — »> far they may be excu- 
sable — though many wbo consider the present systeqgi 
us advantageons to themseives, are totally ragaidless, 
tiionghftilly conscious, of its injustice to those who sufiey 

Beniiall, brought in a Bill, " rendering Ncgroe evidence or tea- 
tiniony admissible, upon any tri^l of an indictment against a whitb 
OT free person, for murder, or for felonions bomicide, of any ne- 
groe or other slave, or upoa any trial of a misdemeanar in not- 
'lilBting or dismembering; any'BiaTe, or wantODlj or oniellj whip- 
ping, maltreatiDg, beating, bmislng, woaDding, or impriBoniog, o^ 
ke«[Ufig in confinement withoat sufficient support, any slave," Sec. 
_ — The Bill was thrown out on its second readiog, by a majority of 
34 to 1, and that oue the mover of the question, accompzmied by 
the dedaration of several members who took part in the debate, 
" that tbej opposed it not only as unnecessary, misihievoui , and 
dtogerona in its'elf, but also to ibew their determination not t« ad- 
nit of any innovation whateTer on their slave system, or interfe- 
reucv of the Mother coontrj." — And certainly, if they will not con- 
sent to suGb a measure as that proposed by Mr. Rennall, they 
se'ed not fear we can entertain any doubt that lliey mean to abide 
by their declatation. — Persons not having easy access to Jamaien 
Newspapen, will find n detailed account of the 4ebate in " The 
Ttnus" «r 17ft Juiaat;, 1B2&. 
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l^ it — and the more knowing and least piejadiced among 
them, are aa well aware as ooiselvea, that their estates 
might be cultivated, and all the business of life carried 
OD in the West Indies, as well and probably better by 
free agents as by slaves. — But this they will never con- 
sent to, whilst allowed to drudge their fellow creatures 
for nothing, and subject them to their own arbitrary will 
•nd power, — ^And others act withoat thought on the 



N^ow though I can never admit on any pretence their 
right to keep their fellow creatures aiid subjects in Slavery 
— especially when indemnified for tbeir Emancipation, 
and their services further secured to them on easy terms ; 
nor that the general treatment of slaves is as good as 
it need be, or that Slavery ought not to be put an eiul 
to — yet I do think there is much more difficulty and 
probable danger likely to accrue from attempts at in- 
compatible Reform, than the entire Abolition of the in- 
corrigible system.— Their error and their fault consist 
not so much in their repugnance to an incongruous piece 
.of patch-work of half and half Slavery, which will 
-not ma^h or hold well together, as in their opposition 
to the entire extinction of Slavery, and the substitution 
of an uniform better order of things. 

Look at the regular, every day, authorized usages un- 
der our West India system of Slavery. — A slave has no 
personal right to himself, to his wife or children, they 
belong to another; are considered and treated as chat- 
ties, may be bought, sold, let out on hire, given away, 
seized on for debt. Sec. and for ever separated from each 
other; are driven and drudged like brute beasts; are 
not within the pale of the liaw as citizens ; but entirely 
subjected to the will, convenience, neglect, necessities, 
&c. of their owners; and have to run the gauntlet through 
all the abuse of power by subordinate agents ; with other 
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I grievances too Dameions bere to detail— • 
whilst snob impediments exist, hoir is it possible to 
effect any matniul improvement in the condition of 
slaves. — Tbe plain and general aim of Slave-holders is, 
to get as mach ont of the bones and sinews of theif 
slaves, with as little expense as possible, and render 
them subservient for all their purposes ; and many pro 
prietors are drove to it from necessity, if not from incli- 
natiwi. — Then is it likely they will increase their allow* 
ance of food, cloathing, leisure, &c. especially when now 
fhey say they can hardly make ends meet notwithstand- 
ing all the toil and privation of their slaves.— Then as 
for enlightening their minda. Slave-holders full well 
know, and are quite in the right, that is the readiest way 
mtirely to opset their system, which they so tenaciously 
cling to. — Why it cannot safely admit even of Religions 
tight and knowledge among the slaves — for how can 
Christianity, which imperiously enjoins the duties of 
Justice, Mercy, and Purity of Morals, be propagated 
amongst slaves, without more opening their eyes to the 
palpable injastice and cruelty practised against them- 
selves, and the gross immorality of their task-masters, 
■who profess to be Christians ! — Xo wonder onr West 
India Colonists seek to shut out such religious illnmi- 
nation from their slaves.* — ^Then for instance, I should 
like to know how tbe institution of Marriage can be 

* " The Coloniat" of 18th Feb, 1824, (a Demerara Newxpaper) 
■peaks out plenty od this subject as follows — " It is most anfor- 
tnoate for tbe oaase nf th« plaoters, tbat thej did not speak oat la 
tine. — Tliey did not saj, as they ongbt to have taid, to the flrit 
sdTocatea of miasioiu and edncation — " We shall not tolM«t« 
yonr plans 'till jon can prOTe to as that the; are safe aod neces- 
sary.— We will not suffer you to enlighten oar slaves, wbo are bjr 
law our property, 'till you can demonstrate, tbat when they are 
made religions and knowing, Ihey will still continue to be onr 
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catablUhed and obaennd amoDg SlavM, depriredof tho 
rights of hasband and wife, parents and children — so on 
throagb all the abomintitioas of the system, presenting 
at every turn insuperable obstacles to improvement- 
its entire Abolition is more safe, easy, and beneficiaL ' 

Aa for any piecemeal attempts at Reform, Slave-hold- 
ers are as jealoas and averse to any even the least Alte* 
ration, as to the entire Abolition of their system, to 
^ich they consider it only as a prelude, and nill nevei 
conimt or co-operate ; but will resist, thwart, and evade 
all measures for the purpose, and but too mud) possess 
the practical means to render them abortive. — The at* 
tampts to do away with one abomination after another 
of the slave system, will be each considered by Slave- 
holders as great an attack on their rights and privile^^es, 
and as much disputed as would be the immediate and 
entire Abolition of their system. — So that we shall 
liave to dispute the ground inch by inch, and instead of 
by one grand effort getting rid of the whole system at 
once, and establishing a complete better order of things^ 
we shall long be engaged in a succession of strugg^^ 
and most likely very often, if not always, foiled — whilst 
the system will be rendered incongruous and mere dan- 
gerous, by being partly reformed, partly not. 

At present, 'tis a machine kept in motion for the par- 
poses intended, by a nice and cunning adaptation of it> 
several parts to each other — derange its mechanism by 
the introduction of incompatible alterations, the whole 
is thrown iato confusitHi, and will no longer operate fw^ 
but probably against its directors, and become oncon* 
troulable. — ^This is what is principally meant by the 
Report of the Committee lately appointed by the Ja- 
maica assembly, " That on a review of ihe Slave Code^ 
they find it so complete in all its parts, as not to require 
or admit of any Alteratioo."— There may be more trHtJi 
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titangeaertiiy svpposed inthe ossettumof Sbnre<4K^ders^ 
" tlkat die vystMB has already bsen ceCtrmed as raoch 
or.a«wIj 90 u iC will admit of, to be loBger carried on 
with safety- and advantage."— Fot my owa part, were I 
a Stave-belder, I should, tm the score of aa&ty and 
HB^inteMflt, pvrfei the entire Abolitioa to any attempt 
at AlDemtion of the system.— And I verily believe that 
iBvcb nme ■difficolty and piobaMe danger is likely to 
accroe from any attempts at piecemeal iocongnioni 
Reform) than in the immediate and entire Abohtion of 
the ineorrigible evil — then we start free and unshackled 
to establi^ a complete and consistent better oidei'of 
thin^ which will assimilate and wotk well toother on 
unifenn ptinciplea, for the reciprocal welfare of masters 
Mid their slaves as freed servants and citizens, and bene* 
fit of nM parties concerned. — ^To this, after many vain 
attempts at partial Reform, we shall probably find it 
necessary to come at last, and had better commence 
with, if we really intend and expect, by the best means* 
to effect the extinction of Slavery. — The evil is radical, 
we had better strike at the root than aim at its branches 
— ^with all oar lopping off and attempts at engrafting on 
the old stock, it never will produce good ftnit, we can- 
not grow grapes on thorns, nor figs on thistles. 

Even suppose that oor system of Slavery might be Re- 
formed and finally Abolished by slow degrees, in spite 
of existing obstacles, abounding in itself, and further 
thrown in the way by. its abettors — consider the time 
that must elapse before much essential good could be 
effected; during which the slaves most continue to suffer 
from remaining grievances, especially the main evil of 
still being in Slavery — and the very means taken to im- 
prove their condition, enlighten their minds, &c. will 
render them more impatient of their thraldom, being still 
slaves, and bent on shaking off the yoke as soon as they 
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can, and better en^le them, withoQt waiting the linger- 
ii^ indefinite time prescribed bj others, for their slow 
and uncertain emancipation, which at any rate most, if 
not all of the present race, mast know will never happen 
to thun, they must live and die slares, unless they can 
effect their own deliverance. — So that after all we may 
be overtaken in the midst of our slow and partial 
measorra by violent convulsions, ending either in the 
extirpation or expulsion of the white colonists, or else if 
we get the mastery, then in riveting more stroDgly the 
chains of Slavery, for our own alledged security; or 
yielding to the storm when we can no longer contronl its 
Airy, by vain attemps to conciliate the aggrieved, 
enraged, and then perhaps ascendaat party, by tardy 
offers to concede all points in dispute — when they find 
they can do without us, it may be too late to obtain for- 
giveness of the past, or he trusted in future ; they may 
resolve to get rid of us altogether, as at San Domingo. 
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PART III. 



fjASL BATHURST, our Colonial Secretary, advert- 
ing last session in the House of Peers to the prompt and 
decisive measures adopted by the Colombian Govern- 
ment for the extinction of Slavery throughout the 
Republic ; his Lordship is reported to have said — " That 
the slaves in Colombia may be more safely emancipated, 
because they are less numerous than in oiir West India 
Colonies." — In reply may be said, that the danger of 
attempting to forcibly keep haman creatures in slavery 
against their will and endeavors to be free, is great in 
proportion to the magnitude of their number — if so, then 
must not the danger be greater in our "West India Colo- 
nies than in Colombia. — And mark, the emancipated 
negroes are about 150 to 1 white person in Sierra Leone 
— so much for his Lordship's logic* 

• " The Wieat India party must haye becD agreeablj anrpriaed 
to receive this side long aid to their cause, ffom no lesa a pcr- 
Ronage tban the Right Bonorable Seoretary foi Colonial Affain, 
especially after the late badgering they had previoiulj gtren him, 
.^^reatening to petition bis M^esty to remove him from bis 
CDODcils for incapacity, &g. &c.— Let ui admire his Lordsbtp'a 
marrellous Magnattimitji ! 

G 
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The eDlightend and konorabU Parliament of England 
took a quarter of a century to debate year atlei year, 
whether it should put an end to our horrible Slaye 
Trade with Africa — and after all, it was Abolished by a 
new set of men only a few months In power, who 
baring the cause really at heart, actually did at once, 
what their predecessors had been so long only in talking 
about — Now neariy 20 years afterwards, it is beginning 
to talk of putting an end to Slavery in the British 
dominions— and this is already the third session it has 
been debating about the matter, and will most likely 
fill up another quarter of a century before It agrees as 
to the expediency and mode of eSectiDg it — and then, if 
the plan of gmdual emancipation be adopted, ages may 
roll away before much if any progress is made in accom- 
plishing the main and ultimate object, the extinction of 
Slavery. — During all which time we are holding near a 
niillion of our suffering subjects in. slavery within our 
own dominions, and so we have done for centuries ! — 
What a specimen of the vaunted jnstice and humanity 
of the British Nation, or at least of its Government, and 
its promptitude to redress oppression, that the moat 
reTOltiug, a system of human Slavery existing among 
free bom Englishmen, with all their boasted love of 
Liberty for themselves, and the rest of mankind! 

N. B. — It will form a curious feature in future histoty 
of the last half century, supposed a moral and enlight- 
ened eera by its contemporaries, that the Parliament of 
Great Britain took so many years to debate on the ex- 
pediency of an Abolition of our Slave Trade with 
Africa, the Emancipation of Ireland, the AbolitioD of 
Slavery throughout our dominions, and oHier equally 
important questions of such self-evident solution, and 
incumbent duty to act with promptitude and jnstice, 
that hesitation may be considered as disgraceful as 
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downright refusal.T—Tet after all, are sach cases often 
decided either by the general Tcdce of the Nation ont- 
fltripping the judgment or inclination of its Govam* 
ment, or the nefarious system upbdd to the last by every 
art and manaeavre, for the benefit of a few against the 
good of the many becoming too intolerable to be Itmger 
endured or maintained ; and then reluctantly given up by 
its abettors. — Some of the leading characters of oar age 
will cut a sorry figure in the estimation of posted^. 
— And what must we think of a noble peer, the nephew 
and elevd of a late eloquent and popular statesman--^ 
his liordship is usually enlightened, liberal, and patiiotK 
enou^ in his general line of poUtickfl — but possesnnt 
West India estate, see his speeches in the parKa- 
mentary debates on the Slave question. — Oh what a 
falling off is there. — ^When we behold this in such mtn, 
alas poor human- nature ! — Yet are there those among 
UB of such high principle and patriotism, as would no^ 
could not suffer private interest to interfere with public 
duty — ^would they were mwe numerous, and more in 
anthority. 

- At the close of last session, die Foreign Secretaqr 
aimed at giving a quietus to Mr. Wilberforce by saying, 
" If be would not patiently wait the gradual develop- 
ment and operation of the plans contemplated by 
Government in behalf of the slaves, and any disaster 
should happen ad interim by insarrections, 8cc. in the 
West Indies, he should impute the whole blame to the 
precipitancy of the Right Hon. Gentleman and his 
party." — But in the present critical state of things, 
especially the advanced and increasing knowledge and 
civilization of the slaves ; thmr proportionate impatience 
of Slavery ; the example of St. Domingo ; the ht^es 
that hare' been held forth to them ; and otha circumr 
stances ; is not such danger much more likely to arise 
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Irom denial, delay, or insafilcient ndresa of tli«r 
griertncea, than from prompt, effectaal, and decisiw 
ineasares for that purpose — and if a ^^eral rising 
■hoald fak« place, and the slaves obtain the mastery, 
wreck their TCngeance on their incorrigible o^ffessora, 
Kcpel the snrviTors, and retain possession of the 
colonies, it will be in vain for the Eitglish GovemmeDt, 
or for West India proprietors, to throw the blame on 
die Abolitionists — the sensible part of the Nation will 
ri^tly ascribe it to their obstinate perseveiance in a 
system no long^ tenable, against the dictates of com* 
rnoii prudence and the warnings of the Abolitionists, — 
Government cannot thus excuse itself; nor will it 
redeem the character, or retrieve the a&irs of the 
inlatnated and mined Colonists. 

Mr. Canning, with his usnal dexterity, appears to 
trim- between both parties — on the one hand not giving 
an entire negative to the prayer of the Abolitionists; 
ba the other not much alanning their opponmta, who 
perfectly understand him, and have lately ventured to 
praise his discretion.'" — By holding forth the necessity 
of slow and cautious moaisures, he seems to tiiink he 

* Tbat Mr. CarauDg poaseises fiiat-rate talents is anqnestion- 
able— but which, if so disposed, only enables a man with more 
plsnsible dexterity, to evade right, commit wrong, and make the 
worse appear the belter caase. — The age of man is tbiecscore 
jrears and ten.^Ur. Canoitig is rerging on his grand climacteric, 
a period of life «4ien the world, its irlles and manoeuvres are fast 
Taniog in coBiequence to him, and he has no time to lose. — Sleep 
bath been called the Semblance of Death, and l^ing down in oar 
bed to lying down in the giare.—I solemnly conjnre him, as he 
hopes to leave a good name among the virtnons in this world, 
and meet the approbation of his Maker in the next — Let him each 
night as he lies down on his conch for repose, scmpolonsly enqnire 
of himself—^" Have I done all I can, to put an end to fcunaa 
Slavery io the British dominions ?)" — and let hitu act accordiiigly. 
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haa brongbt West Indin afiatrs into saeh train> thai 
Qovemmeat maytake its own time to do aoy thing of 
nothing, just as it pleases.— And so far be need not hav* 
been so scrnpnloas in mperceding Mr. Bnxtdn's inor» 
compreheaKsiTe propositions, and substituting Bis own 
for the general practice of all onr West India colonies.' 
because it toms out that neither have been so put utto- 
execDtim. — But it happens (perhaps inadverteatiy oii' 
thepart'of the For^gn Secretary) that he pledged the' 
GoTemment to this, namely, that if the propositions 
thus nnturimonsly voted by Parliament were not coin-< 
plied witli, they should be enforced on the Colonists.-^' 
VTow than, if the GoTenun^it is not disposed to go 
further at present, let it at any rate redeem this pledgw 
before it seeks for, or the AboliHcmists grant it, further 
confidence — imd let the latter look well to its fiiim->! 
ment'. 

At present, 'tis not a qu^tion in the colOTiies, whether 
it sballbe immediate or gradnal Emuicip&tton, for tbeyi 
declare they will never oons^t to dftber.'^^Nor how 
nmsh oi' how IHtie shall be done in/the'way of RdCmrm^ 
by the NationlaL' GoTemment, fsrithey say they will net' 
iDi&r any.interfemice with their akve sy^iem, bat wilk 
only do as they please.-rrWhat is'iihandful of emaci- 
ated Whites, treari>liag with fear of snrraunding m^iada 
of tbeii slaves; and whoooqid not exist in safety for an^ 
honr;wittonit.tlie proteetiAg arm of the Mother country, 
td^pom the Doiincils, dispute -Uie snpromacy, and brave' 
the power of Great Britaini— 'Jamaica in a Passion, a 
^ddle in a Stdrm ! — Why the very troops we famish 
th«n with toikeep do^n their slaves, if accompanied by 
proper civil functionaiies of our own appointment, 
wonld be more than sufficient to enforce any regulations 
of the supreme Government respecting the slaves, or 
any other ordinance (that is, if It placed the slaves 
iiadcr ihe protection of the law as citizens, otbertti^e 
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the c(do&iats migbt by craift and oppratunlty covertly 
evade, what by power they could not opebly renst) 
and if we were to withdraw our troops, the slav^ wduld 
soon settle the matter for diemselTeB — or only war with 
West India fioances, withdraw the protecting duties^ 
8cc admit East India aa the same terms as West ludi* 
sagArs ; and if that be not sufficient, shift the protecting 
duty to the former; and if that prove not enough for 
supidy of the home maiiet, &c. then give ail due encon- 
lagement to Foreigners. — ^This would soon bring our in-* 
fatuated, hectoring West Indians to their proper senses, 
and tame submission. — Thus then, if tiiere l>e a wiD, 
there is a way.— Let us now wait for a while, and watch 
the fiiture proceedings of Government 
' Whether the British Government be really friendly tii 
the general Cause of Freedom, I shall not here stop to 
investigate, nor adduce instances of its policy at heme 
and abroad, which might elucidate the fact — But this 
is certain, that whilst it is under the domination of an 
overruling, selfish, and rapacious Oligarchy, were all the 
fflembers'ofonrCabinetasenlightened and liberal as only 
some are now supposed to be ; and were they osually as 
unanimous, as said to be discordant in their views and 
opinions ; they would often find they could not execute 
their designs, however wise and virtuoas.-^Mr. Pitt de- 
dared, that " under tke promt system, no EngltBh 
Miniver could be ah Honest Man."- — But this Mr. Can- 
ning calls " Tke system working well."— Tims Com Laws, 
oppressive and impolitic, especially grinding on the 
poor, are made to give a monopoly and hi|^ prices to 
the Landlords of England, who chiefiy ccmstitute both 
Houses of Parliament*— Protecting Dnties are given 

* The Iiondlordi of England whilst indued with their Cora 
IJawi, cHinot with any face object to Protecting Duties in favor 
of the West India interest — 'tis a pTe and take bnainess amonir 
the Oligarchs in dividins ^e Loavei and Fishes. 



sdbyGoogle 



1U3 

in favor of theWest India Interest, wfaicb has mncti in- 
floence within and without tlte walls. — So on through 
all the range of the Oligarchal party to be second and 
satisfied ; with rank, office, {tensions, sinecures, &c to 
its individaal proteges. — And aAer all, its bigotry and 
prqndioes are to be combatted with, and very often 
yidded to. — Ministers, and even a higher Personage, 
are as mocb in thraldom as West India slaves, and under 
as onsparing tyrants in their way. — And this must be 
the case, until our Rulers tmst for support to the integ- 
rity of their motiTes, the wisdom of their measures, and 
the consequent approbation of the Xation, always s«n- 
siUe ot, and grateful for, the blessings of good govern- 
ment, and ready to rally round and defend it. — Oh what 
strength and glory for a British Monarch, and his Mtniji- 
ters! 

It cannot well be supposed that the Ijiglish Govem- 
ment should have any natural voluntary liking for our 
West India system of Slavery, which is most infamous 
in itself; disgraceful, impolitic, and shackling to the 
CSovwnment ; and fleecing to the Nation; as well as 
against its better feelings and constitutional principles ; 
and the general spirit of the Age— and Ministerial jMi<ro- 
nage in the West Indies would remain as much as ever, 
probably more, under a system of general emancipation, 
as of Slaveoy. — ^And if it were not for the political in-i 
flnence at home of the West India party^ the National 
Government might not be detered by the em^ty vaporing 
and p^irile refractoriness in the colonies, from enforcii^ 
Ms measures for the extinction of Slavery in that onl^ 
part of our dominions where it is so shamefully and 
anomaloualy sufiered to exist ; and Ministers might not 
be sorry for a sufficient excuse to satisfy the West 
India leaders at home, by being enabled to plead the 
irresistible voice of the Nation for the Abolition of 
Slavery. — Let then the peopla of Ekigland thus aid its 
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Government, and whether the latter really ^vish for it 
or not, it most finally gire way to pnblic opinion, if- 
generaliy expressed and resolately persevered in — how- 
many abuses have thus been Reformed. 

But it is not a partial, faint, or short-lnned effort, a 
sudden impulse and soon over, which will sway the 
Government — Ministers are accustomed to watch the 
pnblic feeling, and on any outcry for reform or change 
of measures, to lay by and temporize to ascertain 
whether it is likely after a time to weaken end die away, 
or to continue and become more formidable.— In the 
first case, they bend to ^e storm, nntil its violence has 
passed over, and then resume their former position and 
practices. — In the latter, though often tardily and re- 
luctantly, they really give np to public (^ini(»i — " His 
by a long pull, a strong pull, and a pull altogether," 
the AbolitioniBts most seek to ioflnence the Government^ 
which will then coerce the Colonists, and the baBiaesi^ 
IB done. — The Nation has aheady caused Gbvemment 
to stir in the Slave question, and must not be'divertec^ 
firora Its main object by a tub thrown bnt tt> the whale. 

The Colonists protest against any interference of the 
Mother country with their slave system — but vaguely 
say that they will do what' is right and necessary in the 
Vay of Reform at proper seasons, if left-to ftfemselvea, 
wltliout any specification of plan as to object; time, 
mode, or particular measures ; or any guarantee for 
tiieir performance. — ^And even if they were to {nopose 
or consent to any defined or sufficient plfui not only for 
the mitigation, but also final extinction of Shivery, is it 
likely, if left to themselves, they would honestly and 
zealously put it in practice t — No, Ministers cannot be 
so credulous as to believe or expect it-'— And if they go 
on much longer in merely attempting to persuade the 
Colonists to adopt the measures recommended, and 
afterwards trust to them for their execution, then the 
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obTions inference to be drawn by all persons of commoa 
sense and penetration mnst be, that Ministers are de- 
lading the Nation, and playing into the hands of the 
West India party— that's plain English without mincing 
the matter. — If they really wish and intend to accom- 
plish the measures they ostensibly recommend, and to ' 
prore their sincerity, lef them ordain instead of merely 
propose, and provide sufficient means for the execatioa 
of their ordinances. — And although it is my clear and 
firm conyiction, that por West India system of Slavery 
cannot be materially mitigated whilst snGfered at all to 
exist, and that the best, most likely, and probably only 
effectual means ever to produce its Abolition, will be to 
render all slaves at once free nnder certain necessary 
restraints and regulations, and placing them as snbjects 
under the government andprotettion of the law and' 
proper anthorlties ; with suitable enactments and pro-- 
visions specialty made for the state ahd condition, of 
the emancipated classes, and those connected with 
them.-^Yel, if the supreme Government be not yetklis-' 
posed to go so fari but to proceed by more gradual 
measures, then what it deems requisite and sufficient 
to be done — let it ordain and inforce, 

N, B,— /The daring aim And cunning policy of oor 
Ibadiog slave colonies appear kt present to be, to set 
out by making a bold stand for the whole and sole oon- 
troul of their slave system, rejecting intoto any inter- 
ference, whetlier m the shape of propositicms; or other- 
Tvise, of the Mother country. — But if they ioi that this' 
■will not prevail, then most likely they will appear to 
concede so far as to consent to some Reformations, 
atipniating that the arrangement and execution shall be 
left to themselves, then little practical good can be ex- 
pected. — But if after all, they find the supreme Govern- 
ment bent on framing and enforcing them, then comes 
their last resource, namely, fliey will trust to their ability 
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te thwtirt and evade any raeaflnrea they dislike in actual . 
practice — which they will possess too mach power and 
opportnni^ of doing, nnless the slaves are declared fitee, 
and placed as snbjects under the protection of the law, 
and of proper authorities appointed by, and dependent 
<m, the KatioDal GovenunenL 

Tis pretty well known that the West In^a party now 
flatters itself that the late outcry against their slave 
eastern is b^jnning to subside in JGngland ; that most 
of tiie clamour, as they team it, lias been excited by a 
few leading Abolitionists, who stirred np the people en 
mass, and obtained signatures to Petitions for Negroe 
Emancipation, Sec. fiom the multitude imposing in 
numbers on paper, but not of much consequence in point 
of respectability { and who, for the most part, really 
know or care little or nothiag about the matter — a 
sudden ebuUtion soon evaporating ; that it is not likely 
Ibey CBtt again be brought or kept to the charge with. 
much ardour, wei^t, or perseverance — that all which 
has been written, said, or otherwise done on the subject 
of Slavery has only produced a transient sensation — 
indeed, that tfie peofde of England generally, fed but 
little curiosity or interest about what is going on in 
distant colonies across the Atlantic ; that out of sight 
is out of mind, and most folks, are fully ^igaged in their 
own more immediate concerns, those also often ot as 
nriiuious a nature as West Tndia Slavery, and may keep 
it in countenance. — That Government will not materially 
biterfere with their system, unless overbonie by the 
voice of the Nation, which is not likely to happen, or if 
it do, the Colonists may be able to resist, thwart, or 
evade all attempts at Alteration, not approved of by 
themselves. — In short, that the West India party will 
be able to stand its ground.— But in this, and other cal- 
culations, it is egregiooely mistaken. 

Such Is the nature of the WesVlndia system that it 
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reprobated — that knowledge is fiuit diffusing am9lig the 
people of EngUtod ; and ranst 6ecura as detensiaed 
'ojpponentt the virtuous, iotelllgent, and reSectiag part 
of the community, who, acting from a sense of right and 
duty, are not likely to flag or proTe lukewarm in sucb 
a cause, or to fail in influencing others. — Tis sot alone 
the just, humane, and honorable among as, who feel for 
the tvrongs of oor fellow creatures and subjects held in 
Slavery by Englishmen within our own domlnionis— 
'tis not only those who seek to erase this foul stain bam, 
our national character — but ereu persons chiefly in- 
fluenced by self-interest, must join in the hue and cry 
against it, when they come- to know that the West 
India system is as fleecing as disgraceful to the Country 
-^thns will it be assailed on all hands. — Thank heaven, 
'tis not a narrow party question, the good and sensible 
of all parties Join in their eitecration of the slare 
system; and will cordially unite their efibrts to put an 
to it In the British dominions. 

I have heard West Indians jeeringly say, that " John 
Bull does n't trouble his head about whether the Sugar 
be OSes is produced by the labour of slaves or of &ee- 
fnea ; or whether it comes to him a penny or twopence 
a pound dearer for the support of Slavery, as long as 
he gets it at all when he wants it"— ^ut wait a bit ; and 
let us see, when his eyes are sufficiently opened, whether 
he will prove so spiritless and doltish, as to tamely bear 
to be sneered at and choused at the same time, and also 
entrapt iuto b^g a virtual supporter of Slavery. 

Nor let our West Indians flatter themselves that the 
temporary calm which has succeeded to the late crowd 
of petitions and general outcry against Slavery, is any 
indication of abated zeal or perseverance in the causes- 
they rejoice in th« truce, and wUl not be the first to 
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break It. — The Abolitionists are giving time for the 
Colonists to act right if tliey will, and for the Govent- 
ment to indoce or coerce tbem — bat the motions of boA 
fiie watched, and will, if necessary, be quickened and 
regnlated by the inesistible voice of the Nation. — Tbea 
too, a thorough knowledge of the nature and effects of 
the slave system is widely diffusing among the people of 
England, and must produce, as the result of sufficient 
information and calm reflection, detenniaed resistance 
to its ftirdwt continnance. — Tlie seed of knowledge is 
«owo, and must spring ap, yielding a plentifol harvest of 
sturdy opponents to Slavery. 

Let it likewise be observed, that not only will the 
pBblic voice be raised with one accord, and prove 
irresistible in swaying the Government, bat the people 
of England possess within themselves, iitdependent of 
Aeir Balers, the means to give a staggering, .and per- 
adventure a deadly blow to the West Indiai ciystem, by 
merely abstaining &om the produce of Slavery ; and at 
the same time clear themselves from the personal guiU 
of being its supporters.— Nor will this occasicm them 
much sacrifice, for they can be sufficiently supplied with 
similar prodnctiansfnim the labourof freemen and fellow 
subjects — and tropical produce wodld soon in con- 
sequence come to us cheaper than ever. — ^Then too, as 
already observed. The Tropical Free Labour Company 
now forming, will farther tend to accelerate the downfiM 
of Slavery. — The people of England can also marie thesr 
8c<mi and abhonence by shunning all personal iote^ 
course with Slave-hcdders individually and collectively. 
—If men branded with infamy, are excluded from respec- 
table society oa account of their mal-practices, what 
can' be more atrocioas and infamous than holding human 
creatures in Slavery, especially when offered an indem- 
nity for their emancipation, and a continuance Qf thek 
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services.— Slave-holders bad better not drive us to es" 
tremities with them. 

Moreover, the West India system is qnick undennlii'' 
iog on its own ground in the colonies, by the progress of 
its slaves, who are growing more and more impatient of 
the yoke, and increasing in means to shake t^ their 
thraldom, and may not stop there. — From these and 
oUier causes, Uie system is more than beginning to 
totter, and mnst soon fait to pieces — let not its blind and 
infatuated proppers up tempt too far their fate, or ibey 
may be crushed in its ruins. 

Slavery in our West Indies mnst be put an end to 
either by the Colonists, the supreme Government and 
Nation, or by the Slaves themselves, or continue to go 
on. — ^That tlie Colonists will never effect it-of their own 
voluntary accord, is clear to demonstration. — How fat 
Ministers may be really sincere and zealous in the canse, 
or disposed to go far enough; let us await their further 
proceedings before we decide on the matter.— But after 
all, the Nation may be relied on for putting an end to 
the nefarious system. — As for the Slaves effecting their 
own deliverance, the attempt and even success, is far 
from improbable— and were there no alternative, if they 
and their po.sterity must either remain In interminable 
slavery, or by force overpower their tyrants, and even 
exterminate them, what honorable man in England would 
not say, " if there be no other way, then even so must it 
be done; be the blood of the incorrigible aggressors upon 
their own head" — this we seek to avert, i^ot only for sake 
of the slaves themselves, and even of their oppressors^ 
but above all, because we are sure that the Nation, 
unless anticipated by the slaves, wilt put an end to their 
grievances by means beneficial for all parties concerned, 
instead of such a catastrophe, — In the interim, let the 
slaves remain patient, and firmly rely on the justice. 



bv Google 



110 

hamanHjr, and 'ptmer of the Uotber coontiy, which 
henc^ordi will not fail to end th«ir yrronga, and promote 
their welfare — 'tis a debt we deeply owe them, and duty 
to onrselves. 

Tiever wiU the Abolitionists rest ontil they have ac- 
complished the downfal of SlaTery in the British do- 
minions.— 'In this they aresnre erentaally to succeed,— 
the system is too atrocions and impolitic to be much^ 
loiter endued among Englishmen, when sufficiently 
aware of its nature and effects — no pains will be spared 
to enlighten them.— SlaTe-holders had better cede with 
a good grace to the necessity of the case — bat no, every 
feint, every fetch will they practice to prolong the game, 
thoagh their chance is now bo desperate, that it may be 
considered as already decided against them. — ^The con- 
test may be of longer or ehorter duration according to 
circumstances, as in the case of the Abolition of ouc 
Slave Trade with Africa, bnt the result is as certain — ' 
and temporary procrastination will prove only a sorry 
consolation to Slave-holders, whose final discomfiture 
is sure, and will be the more disgraceful in proportion 
as they stand out to the last in defence of an infamons 
cause.— And in the interim peradrentare the slaves may 
•tep in between them and the Nation, and settle the 
matter themselves, then probably woe to the Colonists. 
— Not may our Government be so able or willing as 
hitherto to supply them with troops, on which they so 
much depend, to butcher their slaves on any attempt to 
shake off their thraldom, or if it can and do, they may 
not prove effectual, even if willing to act for th» 
infamons purpose. — ^Tfaus by delay alone of proper 
measures may not only the base designs of the Colonists 
be frustrated, bnt what must be lamented, the benevo- 
lent intentions of the Govenunent and Nation may 
also be rendered-abortive. — What is necessary to be 
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done ought to be done promptly and effectaally — no 
half meaanres, no delay. 

The West India par^ woald fain as fonaetly coO' 
tinue to glide silently on without observation, and trust 
to the distant comer of our empire, where alone Slavery 
is suffered to exist for concealment of its atrocities ~ 
but the secrets of the prison-house are unfolding to the 
people of England, and that is the best appeal to their 
judgment and feelings.* 

■ Mr. George Hibbert, agent for lamaica, a abrewd and koow- 
in; man, well TerMd in the mjstery o{ West India psllcj, and 
very dexteroua in tlie manageineat— anally on any oonvention of 
a pablic meeting of West India proprietors, recommends to thp 
company " not to laanefa Into debate on the ^nernl Welt India 
qaestioD, but to confine themsclfea to the business of the day, ' 
paaiin^ the Resolotlons which will be brought before them (ready 
cat and dry) and leaving the rest to be managed by theii com- 
mittee and agents, who well know what oaght to be done, and 
how to set about it." — Ttas is diioreet, for the lesa said in pnblie 
on the West India system, the better for its party.— And the more 
wary among tbem generally seek to shnn discussion, bat cannot 
always restrain their less judicious adherents. 

Hr. H. bos lately been Aotuirid by an unanimous Tote of thanks 
from the BonorMe Honse of Assembly at Jaffloioafor bisserrioes 
as tbeir Agent ; wbioh he richly deserres, for he has laboured 
hard, and long, and adroitly, in his Tocation ; and may be as 
proud of this feather in his cap, as Captain John Hawkins, of no- 
table memory, wbo (vide Hume) received the honor of Knighthood 
from Queen Elizabeth for the vieritoritmt service of being the 
first of her aobjects who opened the Slave Trade between England 
and Africa !— And granted him a patent to bear for hi* crest « 
demi Moor botmd wi'fA a cord.— And to do him the greater honor, 
Clarendeox, King at Arms, was commanded to wail on him in pro- 
per form with the patent.— What bhuKing Honors for those who 
confer and receive them. 

Mr. H. hath grown Rich by the slave system—but naked came 
we into this worid, and naked most we go oat of it, sMpt of 
every thing bnt Virtue, the only current coin in the world to come. 
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Slavft-holdeni.niirabile dictu, expect that tlieir system 
and tliemselves shonld be treated with the gteatest 
coortesy and forbearance — but what is there to deserve 
it in either.— The system is the most unjust, inhuman, 
and impolitic that can possibly exist among any civil- 
ized people, most of all inexcusable among Engli^men, 
and what most we think of its more immediate perpetra* 
ton. — Then too, who more furious and abusive than 
Slave-holders — touch their system and you touch the 
apple of their eye— as if it were the most just and 
salutary imaginable, an^ themselves the most honor- 
able and wron^AiUy persecuted among mtwtals — they 
"wish to pass as the emblem of ipjnred innocence per- 
sonifl^. — Fair ar^ment they have none, their cause will 
not admit of it, so necessarily have recourse to sophis- 
try, invectife, and false statement.— Certainly the thou- 
sand, pounds voted by the Jamaica Assembly, and 
proportionate quotas from the other slave colonies, for 
the purpose of hiring meicraiary scribblers to make the 
twst of a desperate cause, may purchase a i^entiM deal j 

— Tia said, that Buonaparte's physician od receiving certain pio- 
posala, replied, " If it requirei lucli qaaiiliea to malce a grett 
man, I thank God I do not possess them" — and so we may stj 
of manj a Rich man. | 

Human life is short, even from its commencemeiit — and.thongh 
we attain its most protracted span ; do sooiier are we born, than ^ 

we begin to die.~Mr. H. is gliding down the vale of years, and ' 

bath grown gtej in the West India service.— Great is the propen- 
sity of Man to excase and cajole himself even in t(is greatest aher- I 
ration fiom plainest duties. — What qualms of conscience, or per- 
adventure what degree of satirfaction, Mr. H. may exptrienee | 
from the review of a long life spent in sappoTt of the slave sys- 
tem, I cannot pretend to know — or how far at the elose of the 
scene, when he finds this world receding from him, and be b 
verging on another state of R^tribntion, he may hope for flie 
welcome greeting, " Come t/uw good andfailhjkl iervant, tnttr into 
the joy ofthg Lord" 
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otcfivil, f8behood,aod acarrility — though if the nymph^ 
of Billiagsgate coiUd only wiite in the sftme strain aa 
they can apeak, the latter article of scurrility might 
probahly thefe be pnichased on lowei terms, but cer- 
toinly not in grosser perfection. — Tet in sober «erious- 
oeas, all this only renders the discemipg people of 
England more abhorrent at the frightful system of 
Slavery, and disgusted with the ferocity, baseness, and 
meanness of its abettors. 

Slave-holders resident in the cfd^tnies,, blinded by pre- 
jndioe, surrounding custom, and wrong notions of in- 
terest; elated with the power of domineering, and their 
imaginary superiority urer the black and coloured 
people, keep each other in countenance, all think and 
act in the same nay, and really imagine among them- 
aclres-that they are mighty good sort of people, and 
their system right and necessary, or at least very exca- 
saUe. — And so think the felons in Xewgate of them- 
selves and thnr depredations — but the just, intelligent, 
and dispassionate among the people of £ngland enter- 
tain very different notions on the matter. — ^As for those 
in the coloniest who, callous to every honorable princi- 
ple, or feeling of humanity, would knowin^y and 
willingly perpetrate any deed, howevei atrocious, to 
gratify or aggrandize themselves, if they could do it with 
impunity — there are no hopes of voluntary good from 
them. — But it might be e^;tected that the more enlight- 
ened, and supposed honorable and liberal West India 
proprietors, chiefly resident in England, would not only 
be fully aware of the it^ustice of their system, but also, 
mad:iug the signs of the tunes, would perceive that in all 
probability it cannot he much longer tenaUe, by any 
means in their power, and would have at least the good 
sense, (leaving honor and humanity out of the question) 
to cede to the necessity of the case, and prepare for a 
H 
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different order of things. -Yet no, even the "best among' 
them tenaciously stick out tor the perpetuity of Slavery, 
and will only consent to attempts at reform and emelior- 
atiou of the system^-wherCas they ought to know that 
such attempts are as Incompatible with the system itself, 
as with the general feelings and inclinations of the 
Colonists. — However, the Abolition of Slavery can, 
ftnd probably will be effected without their consent or 
assistance. — Nor need we much regret, except for their 
own sake, the want of such aaxiliaries.— What can be 
expected from men who not only persist in holding their 
fellow creatures in slavery from generation to genera- 
tion, — ^but live luxuriously in Europe on means wrung 
from the toil and privations of their slaves, whom they 
abandon to the management of mercenary hirelings 
across the Atlantic, and will not reside on their own 
colonial estate, or even visit the spot, by their personal 
care to lighten the yoke of those they insist on holding 
in Slavery—what unprincipled hard-heaxted selfislmess 
— yet these forsooth are honorable men ! 

I have still connections among West India propreitors^ 
and deeply lament fur their own sake, and of others, that 
they are Slave-holders.— I wish them well, bot Cannot 
spare their system nor mal-practices. — I certainly am in 
earnest wit^i them, and bent on the downfal of Slavery 
— yet prove myself their friend ui pointing out the tneans 
by which tiiey may be extricated from their delinquency 
and entanglements vrith advantage to themselves, and 
justice to others. — In adjusting the claims of all parties 
concerned, I have here endeavored to hold the balance 
with an even hand, thongb may have thrown more into 
the scale in favor of Slave-holders than they may be 
entitled to In strict justice, tiiough perhaps not too much 
on the score of expediency. — Moreover, be it known 
that tliotigh never concerned in the remotest degree in 
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the slave system — ^yet it so happens that I am a Weat 
Ittdia Annuitant, though not to a large amount, yet of 
considerable consequence to me— and if any serious re^ 
verse shonld befal West India afiairs, I should probably 
be stript of my chief means of support—yet would rather 
be reduced to my last shilling, than the system of Slavery 
should continue to exist. — But in declaring this with the 
greatest sincerity, I cannot take to myself much disin- 
terestedness of motive, for I am clearly convinced that 
the prosperity of West India affairs will henceforth 
chiefly depend on the Abolition of Siaveiy,— However, 
it may serre to shew that I have an interest in common 
with West India proprietors ; and in proportion to my 
circumstances, probably as much at stake as any among 
them— so may be snpposed not likely to advise to their 
prejudice. — Nor am I of the party ycleped tiie Smnts, 
nor of any party, and without alluding to any particular 
set of men, have a bear^ contempt for all those who 
make a cloak of Religion to serve their worldly 
purposes. — Nor am I strait-laced in other respects, 
but make liberal allowance for the frailty of human 
nature — yet cannot consent to give up the grand dis- 
tinctions between right and wrong in their prominent 
features — and really those who deem it, as some do, 
canting hypocrisy, or visionary enthusiasm, to cry out 
against a system of human Slavery among Englishmen, 
have Arrived at a degree of liberal latitude in theu* moral 
notiops, far beyond what I can ever attain. — Nor, I be- 
lieve, pan the people of England in general. — I shall 
only say, as Doctor Johnson did more invidiously of 
another, " when such folks come to dine, I'd advise ye 
to count your silver spoons." 

After all, the Abolitionists are the best friends of West 
India proprietors in urging, or even forcing, them to 
measures more for their honor, safety, and real interesti 
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titan the present aystem. — Wbeo tbia shall b* ftdiieved, 
mai ihey reap the adTRDtages, the angty- ptia^vas «dl 
subside, end even Slave-holders may prove tbankfdl t« 
th« Abolttioiusta. — K we bore them imy gradge, we need 
only leave them length of rope enou^, and they woiyd 
be pretty sore to hang themaeWeB. 

To conclude— why shoold Slavery exist any longer in 
the British domlnioQa than it can well be got tH of ?— 
That it can be beat done away with at once and for evet* 
widi aafety, jnstiee, and advantage to all parties <ion- 
cemed, I have here endeavored to shew. — And if Uiait 
has been proved, then what htmest or plansiUe plea can 
we addace to justify or excnae ns in the opini(Hi of the 
good and sensible part of mankind for it« farther ^onti^ 
nuance — cant and craft will not avail— with oor prtten- 
-sions to liberty and liberal inatitutions, to superior sanC' 
tity, jostlce, and benevolence, we must stand confeat as 
the moat hypocritica], aelfisb, and inexcusable untnig 
Natfoaa. 



The Attdior has here throughoat recommended the 
immediate emancipation of all our slaves, un4er certaiti 
• necessary regulations, as the best andmost likdy means, 
under existing circnmstances in our West India colo- 
nies, by which the Abolitidn of Slavery can be accom- 
plished.— And even If it be admitted tiiat Slavery nri^t 
be pat an end to by Slower degrees, yet why should 
'such a monstrons evil be suffered to last any longer in 
the British donunions, than it can be got rid of -Wifh 
safety and advantage to all parties concerned. — That it 
beta Tie so immediately done, and its necessity, I am 
dearly convinced, and have here endeavored to rirew. 
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I am ftirue thttt the f>r6pDsitieii«f i&ibiedhtog€fienit 
em^cipatioB, 'will sttirtle ttoae who h&ve been tn thA 
babit of t«k»j it for granted fliat Slavery in onr WetA 
india colonies can only be safely and beneBcialI;f 
ebolisbed by very slow and caalMns meaanres. — Bnt t 
^lieve that thb opinion, so generally enterta^ed, haA 
fte^ adopted fron want of sufficient knowledge of tb6 
practical natnie and effects of the slave system scarcely 
admitting of iraprbTAnent j with the gieSeral habitji and 
<lisposition8 -of -Slave-holders and their agents, eqaaHy 
Adverse to any inotfvtition.— Nor let as be nnmindfrd 
«f the progress of time ttlid ev^ta; the present race of 
-slaves are far more enlightened and civilized than their 
|>red6Cessoi>s of- format ^mes, and proportienaRy fittet 
■subjects for an extensidn of privilege, nim« Impatieift 
of their thraldom ; abd moth dangerous as slaves to tbh 
Vrbite community ; they are Ift^wiae as mudh entiflefl 
to freedom as th^ posMrity ; we have -idso lost laadk 
-time, which now requires a plan c^ quicker aperatioD. 
— And I conceive it will be tj^onlt, nay fbipossible, t6 
prove, that placing suoh slaves as freed subjects nndek 
the goverament and pt-otectioa of the law -and propdr 
«onstitned authorities, aiHolriHg ttie fair controal, 
instead of arbitrary will and power ef 'Aeir iMi^Ceis, h 
not flofficient ft* every good and 'Hecessfiry purpose. 

I eardestly entreat my readevs- to fairly examine tb» 
mttfter — RBd^tMirt they ivlll bt -as tiwtou^fy ooisvteceA 
aa-myself <rf' the ntflity bad necessity of the ^aA here 
Tecommeuded, in preference to any of less comprehend 
sive nature, slower progress, or mote auoertain effe<^w. 
^To their candour I leave it— 'T^s a aerioni snbjectf 
requiring fair and fbU ctmsideratton. — ^What Just man 
-among us IriAild'not wish for the Abolititm of Slavery 
im seon and'^atir^ as phidentfy practicable. 

ISowever, if ^v^tatat^east I -deem a fatal error, ^lOuU 
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IcHiger cpntiuue generally to prevail, namely, that daves 
of the present race, at least those too old for education ' 
and proper training, are not fit subjects for general 
emancipation — Then at any rate, it mnst be admitted 
that such objection cfuinot be urged against their children, 
under 7 years of age, who must be as susceptible of all 
necessary improvement, as those of any generation 
which may hereafter exist 

If then all the present race of slaves, above 7 years 
of age (except say those of colour down to Mulattoes 
inclnsive) many of them still in eaxly life, are to be 
generally doomed to ftie bard and hopeless lot of 
Slavery, to end only in the grave — ^idiich I am convinced 
is as unnecessary, as cruel and unjust, moreover, may 
not be onattended with danger to the Wbites. — But iC 
alas ! it should be so decreed, then, besides facilitating 
the means for individual Manumissions among this class, 
as for as deemed expedient, let the supreme government 
take proper measures for the Amelioration of their con- 
dition as slaves, and entmst them to ite own constituted 
authorities — though after all, s/aves cannot be effectually 
im)tected from injustice — which is among the cogent 
reasons for the entire Abolition of Slavery, as soon and 
a^ well as we can. 

XTndcar this mora contracted plan, let ajl existing 
slave children, of every shade, not above 7 years of age, 
be at once declared free, properiy bronght np, and bound 
to serve their U'tther's owner gratuitously up to the age 
of 34 — quite snfficient, as already shewn for bis indem- 
nification and profit, and then be allowed to act as free 
agents and provide for themselves. — Or if proprietors of 
such slavechildren, nmst be paid in money their standing 
worth, under 7 years of age at the time of sale — then 
on the scale aforementioned, for 150,000, at the average 
rate of £10. each, it will cost the nation £1,500,000. 



3dbvGoO^[e 



119 

Slaves of colour, above 7 yeais of age, down to 
Mulattoes iaclusive, being when adalts, at least a gene- 
ration before the Negroe slaves generally at present in 
knowledge and civilization, and for other reasons afore- 
stated,* may, and onght to be at once emancipated, and 
at the i^e of 34, left to act as free agents, having served 
their owner gratuitously up to that period, and then paid 
for at the rate of £30. each; which at their estimated 
number of say 80,000, (deducting one-Mh or 16,000 
=£160,000 for their children, under 7 years of age, to 
be purchased at the average rate of £10. each) will 
amoaut to £1,440,000. 

N. B.— The deduction of one-fifth for such children of 
colour, must be taken into the calculations of the pre- 
ceding pages. 

( cost for Redemption of sll existtsg slave ctail' 
£1,SOO,000 < dren under 7 yeus of age, at average rate of 
I £10. each. 

for ditto of all slaves of colour^ down to 
Mulattoes inclusive^ above 7 years ef age, 
at £30. each — to be paid od their having 
atUuned the age of 84. 



^cost 

1,440,000^ ^ 

l au 



Thus then, the whole cost to the Nation for Red^np- 
tioa of all slaves, on the limited scale of not including 

* TheCharter granted to tlieflntielllen of Jamaica bf Charles 
lid, contains the following passage — " And we do fartheT pabliih 
and declate, that all children of any of our natural born sabjeets of 
England, to be born in Jamaica, shall, from their respectiTe blithi, 
be reputed to be, and shall be free denizens of England." 

Thos theu) at least all persons of colonr, dawn to Mulattoes ia- 
gIusItc, born in Jamaica, being white men's children, and their 
fathers Eagltshmen, are free denizens of England, by right of 
birth, without fee or reward, purc'Uase or favor. — I wish they 
would try the question on thla side the water. 
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ddT^. of the present race above 7 years of age^ except 
ttMKsa of colour down to Mulattoes^ inclusive, will 
tffiOUQt aaiy to £3^940,000. — certoiHly not a large sum, 
Qt to be grudged, for tke accomplishment of so mucli 
good. — Nor ought the additional expense in Annuities 
ftated at page 53> for tlie pnrchaaie, of all other slaves 
lit or above the age of 34, to be considered as a suffi- 
f i^t plea for leav^g t^eiSL to pass the whole of their 
li^es in Slavery— especially a^ the bounties and protect- 
ing dutiw, of moch greater amount, now granted in 
tJU^ort of th^ slave system, might be withdrawn, an^ 
thus Slavery abolished with a saving to the Nation — 
W<1 West India proprietors. would thrive better under a 
system of free labour, ani^ general good management. 

I<et all children henceforth bom of slave parents be 
declared free from their birth, he properly trained, and 
bound to serve gratuitously their Mother's owner, if 
the child be reared by him, up to the age of 24— and 
then released from such ser^'itude, and afterwards to 
provide for themselves. — This is six primest years more 
than allowed in Colombia for indemnification of such 
proprietors — and ought to satisfy the more rapacious 
English Slave-bolder. 

Thus then, on this limited scale of speedy emanci- 
pation, all slaves of the present race under 7 years of 
age, and all slaves of colour aforesaid, will be rendered 
free. — And though unfortunately, and I think unnecessa* 
rily, it leaves all the other existing slaves to bondage for 
life, yet all their children henceforth bom will be free, 
.vhich though a poor consolation to the parents for their 
own hard fate, or to restrain them from forcibly assert- 
ing their rights, and perhaps inflicting vengeance on their 
.oppressors ; yet, besides much present good effected, it 
fixes a certain specific time and mode for the entire f 
Abolition of Slavery — which has ever hitherto been 
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